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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS, 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


"Pe Character of Lavy CanBery, 
inserted in your number for April, has 
been so generally well received, that I 
deem no apology necessary for trans- 
mitting to you a similar delineation of 
female excellence, drawn by the dis- 
criminating hand of Bisnor ATTER- 
BuRY. The only liberty I have taken 
with the original has been toomit a few 
sentences, in order to bring the account 
within narrower limits. S. P. 





CHARACTER OF LADY CUTTS. 
Extracted from her Funeral Sermon. 
You are now paying the tribute of your 
tears to the memory of one, whose 
worth you knew, and whose loss you 
sensibly fee]. All, therefore, I have to 
do, on this occasion, is, to fall in with 
your pious grief, already raised, and to 
bear a part in it, by dwelling together 
with you awhile on the character of that 
incomparable lady, whose death we la- 
ment. It is now a fit time to speak of 
her in thase terms of respect which she 
deserved : for in her life time she would 
not suffer it, and took some pains to 
avoid it; hiding as many of her virtues 
as she could from public observation, 
and so behaving herself in the practice 
of those she could not hide, as shewed, 
she had no mind to be told of them: 
discountenancing, as far as lay in her 
power, that odious and designing flat- 
tery, which, through the wicked fashion 
of an insincere world, is now thought to 
be a kind of customary debt due to her 
sex, and almost a necessary part of good 

breeding. | 

And now how shall! enter upon this 
fruitful argument?. What particular of 
her comprehensive character. shall I 
first choose to insist on? Let us deter- 





mine ourselves to begin there where 
she always began, at her devotions, In 
these she was very punctual and regu- 
lar: morning and evening came not up 
more constantly in their course, than 
her stated hours. of private. prayer; 
which she observed not formally, as a 
task, but returned to them always with 
desire, delight, and eagerness. She 
would on no occasion dispense with her- 
self from paying this duty: no business, 
no common accident of life could divert 
her from it: she esteemed it her great 
honour and happiness, to attend upon 
God ; and she resolved to find leisure 
for that, for whatever else she might 
want it, 

How she behaved herself in these se- 
cret transactions, between God and her 
own soul, is known to him alone whom 
she worshipped : but, if we may guess 
at her privacies by what was seen of her 
in public, we may be sure, that she was 
full of humility, devotion, and fervency ; 
for so she remarkably was always, dur- 
ing the time of divine service. Her 
behaviour was then very devout and 
solemn, and yet the most decent, easy, 
and unaffected, that could be: there 
was nothing .in it either negligent and 
loose, or extravagant and strained: it 
was throughout such, as declared itself 
not to be the work of the passions, but 
to flow from the understanding, and 
from a clear knowledge of the. true 
grounds and principles of that her rea- 
sonable service, 

This knowledge she attained by early 
instructions, by much reading, and 
meditation, (to which she appeared from 
her childhood to be addicted) and, give 
me leave to add, by a very diligent and 
exact attendance on the lessons of piety 
which were uttered from the pulpit; 











1804. 5 


which no one practised better, because 
no one delighted in, listened to, or con- 
sidered more. For, at these perform- 
ances, shé was all attention, all ear ; 
she kept her heart fixed and intent on 
its holy work, by keeping her eye from 
wandering. 

She often expressed her dissatisfac- 
tion at that indecency of carriage which 
universally prevails in our churches ; 
and wondered that they should be most 
careless of their behaviour towards 
God, who are most scrupulously nice 
in exacting and paying all the little de- 
ceficies that are in use among men. 

When the bread of life was distribut- 
ed, she was sure to be there, a devout 
and nevyer-failing communicant; and 
the strictness of her attention, and the 
reverence of her behaviour were, if it 
were possible, raised and improved on 
those occasions: the lively image of a 
crucified Saviour, then exhibited, could 
not but make very moving impressions 
ona mind that abounded with so much 
pious warmth and tenderness. 

Books she took pleasure in, and made 
good use of ; chiefly books of divinity, 
and devotion; which she studied, and 
relished above all others. History too 
had very often a share in her reflec- 
tions ; and sometimes she looked into 
pieces of amusement, whenever she 
found them written in such a way, as to 
be innocently entertaining. Inéed not 
tell you, to how narrow a choice she 
was, by this means, confined. 

But of all books, the Book of God 
was that, in which she“was most de- 
lighted and employed; and which was 
never, for any considerable time, out 
of her hands. No doubt, she knew, 
and felt the great use and sweet influ- 
ence of it, in calming her mind, and 
regulating her-desires, and lifting up 
her thoughts towards heaven, in feed- 
ing and spreading that holy flame, 
which the love of God had kindled in 
her heart, and ‘which she took care, by 
this means, to keep perpetually burning. 

When she met with any thing there, 
orin any other pious book, which would 
be of remarkable use to her in the con- 
duct of her life and affairs, she trusted 
not her memory with it; not even that 
excellent memory, which she safely 
trusted with things of lessef moment ; 
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but immediately committed it to writ- 
ing. Many observations of this kind 
she hath left, drawn from good authors, 
but chiefly from those sacred pages ; in 
collecting which, whether her judg- 
ment, or her piety had the largest share, 
it is not easy to say. , 
The passages of holy writ which she 
took notice of were indeed, commonly, 
such as related either to the concerns 
of her spiritual estate, or to matters of 
prudence ; but it appears also that she 
spent some time In meditating on those 
places where the sublimest points of 
christian doctrine are contained, and in 
possessing herself witha deep sense of 
the wonderful love of God towards us, 
manifested in the mysterious work of 
our redemption ; for she had something 
more than what, in the language of this’ 
loose age, is called, a lady’s religion. 
She endeavoured to understand the: 
great articles of faith, as well as to 
practise the good rules of life, contain- 
ed in the gospel; and she sensibly 
found, that the best way to excite her. 
self to the practice of the one, was to 
endeavour to understand the other. | 
And in this Book of God she was 
more particularly conversant on God’s 
day ; a day ever held sacred by her, and 
which, therefore, always in her family 
wore a face of devotion suitable to the 
dignity of it. It was truly a day of rest 
to all under her roof: her servants were 
then dismissed from a good part of 
their attendance upon her, that they 
might be at liberty to attend’ on their 
great Lord and Master, whom both she, 
and they, were equally bound to obey. 
There was such a silence and solemnity 
at that time observed by all about her, 
as might have become the house of 
mourning ; and yet so much ease and. 
serenity visible In their looks (at least 
in her looks there was) as shewed, that 
they, who were in the house of feasting, 
were not better satisfied. Thus did she 
prepare and dispose herself for the en- 
joyment of that perfect rest, the cele- 
bration of that endless sabbath, which 
she is now entered upon ; thus did she 
practise beforehand upon earth, the du- 
ties, the devotions, the customs, and 
manners of heaven. 
~ To secure her proficiency in virtuc, 
she képt an exact journal of herdife; in 
2U 
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which was contained the history of all 
her spiritual affairs, and of the ‘several 
turns that happened in her soul. 

In this glass she every day dressed 
her mind, to ‘this faithful monitor she 
repaired for advice and direction; com- 
pared the past with the present ; judg- 
ed of what would be, by what had been ; 
observed nicely the several successive 
degrees of holiness she got, and of hu. 
man infirmity she shook off; and trac- 
ed every single step she took onward in 
her way towards heaven. 

' One would have imagined, that so 
much exactness and severity in private 
Should have affected a little her public 
actions and discourses, and have slid 
insensibly into her carriage ; and yet 
nothing could be more free, simple, and 
natural. She had the reality, without 
the outside and shew of strictness. All 
her rules, all her performances sat so 
well and graceful upon her, that they 
appeared to be as much her pleasare 
as her duty. - She was, in the midst of 
them, perfectly easy to herself, anda 
delight to all that were about her: ever 
cheerful in her behaviour, but withal 
ever calm and even, her satisfaction, 
Tike a deep untroubled stream, ran on, 
without any of that violence, or noise, 
which sometimes the shallowest plea- 
sures do most abound in. 

However, cheerful and agreeable as, 
she was, yet she never carried her good 
humour so far, as to smile at a profane, 
and ill-natured, or an unmannerly jest ; 
on the contrary, in her highest mirth, 
it made her remarkably grave and seri- 
ous. ‘She had an extraordinary nicety 
of temper as to all the least approaches 
to faults of that kind, and shéwed a 
very quick and sensible concern at 
any thing which she thought it did not 
become either her to hear, or others to 
say. 

True piety, which consists chiefly in 
an humility and submission of mind to- 
wards God, is attended always with hu- 
mility and goodness towards his crea- 
tures; and so it was in this excellent 
lady. Never was there’ a more deep,. 
and unfeigned, and artless lowliness of 
mind seen in her rank and station: as 
far as she was placed above the most of 
the world, she: conversed as it were 
upon the level ‘with all of them; and 
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yet, when she stooped the lowest to. 
wards them, she took care even at that 
time to preserve the respect that was 
due to her from them. She had so 
much true merit, that she was not afraid 
of being looked into, and therefore 
durst be familiar: and the effect of that 
familiarity was, that, by being better 
known, she was more loved and valued. 
Not only no one of her inferiors ever 
came uneasy from her, (as hath deen said 
of some great ones;) but no one ever 
went uneasy to her; so assured were 
all beferchand of her sweetness of tem. 
fer, and obliging recefition! When she 
ofiened her lifts, gracious words always 
firoceeded from thence, andin her tongue 
was the law ofkindness, Wer reserved. 
ness, and love of privacy, might possi- 
bly be misinterpreted sometimes fer an 
over.value of herself, by those who did 
not know her; but the least degree of 
acquaintance made all those suspicions 
vanish. For, though her pefections 
both of body and mind were very extra- 
ordinary, yet she was the only person 
that seemed, without any endeavour to 
s¢em, insensible of them. . She was, it 

is true, in as much danger of being 

vain, as great beauty, and a good natural 

wit could make her : but she had such 

an over-balance of discretion, that she 

was never in pain to have the one scen, 

or the other heard. Indeed, this was 

particular to her, and a very distin- 

guishing part of her character, that she 

never studied appearances, nor made 

any advances towards the opinion of 
the world ; being contented to de what- 
ever was good or deserving, without 
endeavouring in the least to be thought 
so: and this, not out of any affected 
disreg:.rd to public esteem, but merely 
from a modesty and easiness of nature, 
which made her give way to others, 
who were more willing to be observed. 
And yet she had also her hours of open- 
ness and freedom, when her soul eased 
itself to familiarsand friends ; and then 
out of the good treasure of her heart what 
good thing's did she bring forth? And 
with ‘what delight was she listened to 
by those who had the happiness to con- 
verse with her? So that ‘a doubt it 15; 
whether she were most ‘to be admired 
for what. she did, or for what she did 
not say. It was wonderful that one, 
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who, when she pleased, could discourse 
so fitly and so freely, should yet choose 
to be silent on so.many occasions; and 
it was surprising that she, who was such 
a lover of silence, should, whenever she 
spake, charm all that heard her. 

We may be sure, that, whilst she 
thus commanded her tongue, she kept 
as strict and watchful a guard upon her 
passions ; those especially of the rough 
and troublesome kind, with which she 
was. scarce ever seen to be disquieted. 
She kn¢w. net what the disorders of 
anger were, even on occasions. that 
might seem to justify, if. not to. require 
it. As much as she hated vice,shechose 
rather.to look it out of countenance, 
than to be severe against it; and to win 
the bad over to the side of virtue by her 
example, than by her rebukes. 

Her sweet deportment toward those 
who were with her, could. be outdone 
by nothing but her tenderness in rela- 
tion to the absent; whom she was sure 
to think, and speak as well of as was 
possible: and when their character was 
plainly such, as could have no good 
colours put upon it, yet she would shew 
her dislike of it no otherwise than by 
saying nothing of them. Neither her 
good-nature, nor her religion, neither 
her civility, nor her prudence, would 
suffer her to censure any one: she 
thought she had enough to do at home, 
in that way, without looking much 
abroad; and therefore turned the edge 
of all her reflections upon herself. In- 
deed she spared others as much as if 
she had been afraid of them; and her- 
self as little, as if she had had many 
faults that wanted mending. 

Her conversation might, for this rea- 
son, seem to want somewhat of that salt 
and smartness, which the 1ill-natured 
part of the world are so fond of; a want, 
that she. could easily have supplied, 
would her principles have given her 
leave: but her settled opinion was, 
that the good name of any one was too 
nice and serious a thing to be played 
With ; and that it was a foolish kind of 
mirth, which, in order to divert some, 
hurt others. She could never. bring 


herself to think, that the only thing 
which gave life and spirit to discourse, 
Was, to have somebody’s faults the sub. 
ject of it; or, that the pleasure of a 
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visit lay, in giving up the company te 
one another’s sport and malice, by turns, 
And ifthese are the chief marks of wit 
and good-breeding, it must be confes- 
sed that she had neither. pager 
With all this goodness, gentleness, 
and meekness of nature, she had at the 
same time a degree of spirit. and firm- 
ness, unusual in her sex ; and was par. 
ticularly observed to have a wonderfal 
presence of mind.in any accident of 
danger: for innocence and courage are 
nearly allied, and even in the softest 
tempers, where the one of these is im 
perfection, there will and must be a 
good degree ofthe other, |... ‘3 
- Shall I say any thing of that innate 
modesty of temper, and spotless purity 
of heart, which. shone throughout her 
whole life and conversation ? A quality 
so strictly required of her sex, that.it 
may be thought not so properly com- 
mendable in any of them to have it, as 
infamous.to want it. However, in the 
most common and ordinary graces, 
there are uncommon heights and de- 
grees ; and it was the particular hap- 
piness of this /ady remarkably to excel 
in every virtue that belonged to hers 
even in those, in which christians of 
the lowest attainments do in some de- 
gree excel. . cry 
Shall I add, that this love of purity 
was the cause, why she banished her- 
self from those public diversions.of the 
town, at which it was scarce possible to 
be present, without hearing somewhat 
that wounded .chaste. ears; and for 
which, she thought, no amends could 
be made to. virtue by any degree of wit, 
or humour, with which, perhaps, they 
might otherwise abound? These good 
qualities, she knew, served only to re- 
commend the poison, and make it pala- 
table ; and, therefore, she thought it.a 
piece of service to other people, (who 
might perhaps beinfluenced by her ex- 
ample) to stand off, though she herself 
were secured from the infection. This, 
questionless, was, one reason of her a!- 
lowing herself in. those dangerous en: 
tertainments so sparingly ; but. it was 
but. oneof many. She had really neither 
relish nor leisure for them, nor for a 
thousand other things, which the world 
miscalls pleasures. Not that she want- 
ed naturally a taste for any thing of this 


‘oe >» 


—4 Aly be Sa ae 
, : ' ~ * - ee 
pen te = ea mes —. en ae ies = 2 
Te Eo ery SE PTT He BOS OSS Sea SEE See 











pe ae 



































332 Character of Lady Cutts.., 


kind; for her apprehension was fine, 
and her wit very good, and very ready 
at command, whenever she pleased to 
exercise it: but she had turned her 
thoughts so much towards things of use 
and importance, that matters of mere 
pleasure grew flat and indifferent to 
her, She was so taken up with the 
care of improving her understanding, 
and bettering her life, in the discharge 
of the offices necessary to her rank, in 
the duties of her closet, and the con- 
cerns of her family, that, she found, at 
the foot of the account, but little time 
{and had less mind) to give in to those 
vain amusements. Ag 

She did not think it (as, I fear, it is 
too often thought) the peculiar happi- 
ness and privilege of the great, to have 
nothing to do; but took care to fill eve- 
ry vacant minute of her life with some 
useful or innocent employment. The 
several hours of the day had their pe- 
culiar business allotted to them, (whe- 
ther it were conversation, or work, read- 
ing, or domestic affairs) each of which 
came-up orderly in its turn, and was, 
as the wise man speaks, (to be sure, 
under her management it. was) deauti- 


Sul in tis season. 


And this regularity of hers, was free 
and natural, without formality or con- 
straint ; 1t was neither troublesome to 
her; nor to those that were near her: 
when, therefore, any accident inter- 
vened, it was interrupted at that time 
with as much ease as it was at other 
times practised: for among all herdis- 


cretionary rules, the chief was, to seem. 


to have none; and to make those she 
had. laid down to herself give way al- 
ways to circumstances and occasions. 

She wrought with her own hands of- 
ten, when she could more profitably, 
and. pleasingly have employed her 
time in meditation, or books: but. she 
was willing to set an example to those, 
who. could not; and she took. care, 
therefore, that her example should be 
well followed by all that were under her 
immediate influence: forshe knew well, 
thatthe description of a good wife and 
a perfect woman in the Proverbs, (a 
description which she much delighted 
in, and pften read) was spent chiefly in 
commending that diligence by which 
she looketh well to the ways of her house- 


# 
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hold, and eateth not. the.bread of idle- 


ness: and she. knew likewise. also, 
that the person, whose words. these are 


‘said to be, was no less a woman than 


the mother of king Lemuel, 


Diligence and frugality are sisters : 
and she, therefore, who was so well ac- 
quainted wjth the one, was not likel 
to be a stranger to the other. She 
was strictly careful of her expenses ; 
and yet knew how to be generous and 
to abound, when the occasion required 
it. But of all ways of good manage- 
ment, she liked that the worst which 
shuts our hands tothe poor; towards 
whom she always shewed herself very 
compassionate and charitable. Of the 
other delights, with which an high 
fortuge furnished her, she was almost 
insensible; but on this account she 
valued it, that it gave her an opportu- 
nity of pursuing the several pleasures 
of beneficence, and of tasting all the 
sweets of well-doing. She delivered 
the poor that cried, and the fatherless, 
and him that had none to helh him: the 
blessing of him that was ready to perish 
came ufion her, and she caused the wid- 
ow’s heart to sing. 

In the exercise of this, and of all 
other virtues, she was wonderfully se- 
cret; endeavouring to come up, as 
near as she could, to the rule of zo 
letting her right hand know what her 
left hand did. And this secrecy of 
her’s she managed so well, that some 
of the most remarkable instances of 
her goodness were not known, till af- 
ter her death ; no, not by him, who 
was partaker of all her joys and sor- 
rows. i 

Retirement and privacy she always 
loved, and therefore chose it, when) 
after the death of a near relation, who 
had the care of educating her, she was 
at liberty to have lived otherwise. 
From that time to her marriage; which 
was: more than three. years, she hid 
herself in the country ; having an 
early and settled aversion to the noise 
and inconveniences of a:town life, and 
tuo little an opinion of herself, to think; 
that.it was so much the interest of vir- 
tue and. religion, as it.really was, that 
she should be known and distinguished. 

When, afterwards, she went to court, 
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(as it was necessary for her sometimes 


to do) she did it with an air, which * 


plainly shewed, that she went to pay 
her duty there, and not to delight 
herself in the pomp and glitter of that 
place. iad 

Soon after her marriage, she de- 
clared to several friends her thoughts, 
that every woman of quality was as 
much more obliged, as she was’ more 
enabled, than other women, to do good 
in the world; and that the shortest 
and surest way of doing this was to en- 
deavour, by all means, to be as good a 
christian, and as gooda wife, and as 
good a friend, as was possible. 

She endeavoured to be all this, and 
she fell not far shortof it: for she ex- 
celled in all the characters that belong- 
ed to her, and was in a great measure 
equal to all the obligations that she lay 
under: she was devout, without su- 
perstition ; strict, without ill-humour ; 


good-natured, without weakness; cheer- 


| ful, without levity; regular, without 
affectation. She was, to her husband, 
the best of wives, the most agreeable 
of companions, and most faithful of 
friends ; to her servants, the best of 
mistresses ; to her relations, extreme- 
ly respectful; to her inferiors, very 
obliging: and by all that knew her, 
either nearly, or at a distance, she was 
reckoned, and confessed to be one of 
the best of women. 

And yet all this goodness; and all 
this excellence, was bounded within 
the compass of eighteen years, and as 
many days: for no longer was she al- 
lowed. tg,live among us. She was 
snatched but of the world almost as 
soon as She had made her appearance 
init; like.a jewel of high price, just 
shewn a little; and then put: up again ; 
and we were deprived of her by that 
time we had learnt to value her. But 
circles may be complete, though small ; 
the perfection of life doth not consist 
in the length of it: if it did, our Sa- 
viour to be sure would not have died 
80 soon afterthirty. . © > 

Short as her life was, she had time 


fnough to adorn the several ‘states of 


Virginity and marriage; and to ex 
lence the sadness of a kind of wi 
hood too; for such she accoun 
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when her Lord was long absent from. 
her oumks 

As her life. was short, so her death. 
was sudden; she was called away in. 
haste, and withoutany warning. One 
day she drooped, and the next she 
died; nor was there. the distance of 
many hours between her being very 
easy in this world, and very. happy in 


However, though she was seized 
thus suddenly by death, yet was she 
not surprised ; for she was ever in pre- 
paration for it; her loins, girt, (as the 
scripture speaks) and herdamp ready 
trimmed, and burning. The moment 
also that she was taken ill, she was 
just risen from her knees, and-had 
made an end of her morning devo. 
tions. And to such an one a sudden 
death could be no misfortune. | 

In truth, she could not be called 
away more hastily, than she was wil- 
ling to go. She had been used so 
much to have her conversation in heaven, 
and her soul had been so often upon 
the. wing thither, that it readily left 
its earthly station upon the least notice 
from above; and took the very: first 
opportunity of quitting ber body, with- 
out lingering or expecting a second: 
summons. She stayed no longer, after. 
she was called, than toassure her Lord 
of her entire resignation to the divine 
will; and of her having no manner. of 
uneasiness upon her mind ; and to take 
her leave of him; with all the expres-" 
sions of tenderness, "When this was 
over, she had nothing more to-do with 
her senses; she sunk immediately un. 
der her illness, .and, after a short,:un- 
quiet slumber slept in peace. © 

Thus lived, and thus died this excel. 
lentlady. She is Wappy without ques- 
tion: happy will the living be also, 
if they effectually lay it to heart! Ie 
is oetter, doubtless, to 0 into the house 
of mourning, than into the house of feast- 
ing ; but upon this condition, that we 
come better out of the one, than out 
of the other ; that we leave our vani- | 
ties and our vices behind us; that we 
lay aside our affections towards this 
world, and our indifference towards 
another; that we put on holy and 
hearty resolutions of being even now, 
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what we shall wish we had been, here- 
after, when the fatal hour approaches ; 
and of living the life of this righteous 
person, that we may die her death too. 
She is gone to the place, where all 
tears are wiped from her eyes ; where 
there is no more death, nor sorrow 
nor crying; she is gone, and her 
works have followed, and will follow 
her, to her great and endless advan- 
tage. God grant that, ‘when we also 
follow her, we may do ‘it’ with as little 
surprise, and as much cheerfulness ! 


___ To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

In your number. for December 1803, 
p: 725, is inserted a paper on “Our 
Lord’s Design in using Parables.” To 
this paper, although my views of the 
subject differ. materially from those 
which it exhibits, I had. no intention of 
making any reply. But happening 
lately to look into Bishop KippER’s 
Demonsiration of the Messiah,.a pas- 
sage met my eye (Part II. p. 28, 29,) 
which seemed to me to throw so much 


ight on the disputed point, that I re- 


solved immediately to transcribe it for 
your use. .The propriety of inserting 
it I leave to your judgment, only ob- 
serving that few, perhaps, of your 
readers are conversant with the writ- 
ings of this excellent prelate ; and 
that to many of them the arguments, 
which he has employed on this occa- 
sion, will come recommended, as 
they did to me, by their novelty as 
well as force. G. 5. 


<< Gop abandoned them, and their hearts 
were hardened ; and this was a judicial 
hardness for their former wickedness : 
for whatever the scripture may seem 
to impute to God in this matter, we are 
sure of this, that God is the author of no 
man’s sin, nor can he be said to harden 
any man or people, in any sense that is 
derogatory to his holiness and justice. 
This infidelity of the Jews was fore- 
seen, and foretold ; and it was owing to 
their own wickedness, which was so 

reat, so general, and so provoking, that 

od thought fit to abandon them and 
reject them from being his people ; and 
Jeave them underthat hardiness of heart, 
which they had brought, upen them- 
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selves by their own ated provoca. 
tions. In them.is fulfilled the prophe. 
ey of Isaiah, which saith, (vi. 9,). ‘By 
hearing ye shall hear, and shall not un. 
derstand : and seeing ye,shall see, and 
Shall not perceive : for this people’s 
heart is waxed gross, and their ears are 
dull of hearing, and their eyes they have 
closed; lest at any time they should see 
with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and should-understand with their 
heart, and should be converted, and | 
should heal them,’ Their wickedness 
was from themselves, and their hard- 
ness from that ; and God thought fit to 
leave them under that obduracy, which 
they had brought .upon themselves, 
Their disease was of their own procur- 
ing ; God offered to heal them, aud they 
would not, be healed. Their death is 
owing to themselves; and God can in 
no other sense be said to harden them, 
than as he leaves them to that hardness 
and blindness, which by their sins they 
had brought upon themselves ; nor any 
farther to have any hand in their de- 
struction, than a righteous judge hath 
in the death of a criminal; who. doth, 
indeed, frronounce sentence of death, 
but his crime was the true cause which 
brought it uponhim. Indeed this mat- 
ter is expressed with some variety in 
the Holy Scrifiture: and the text of the 
holy writ, or the version of the text, 
may occasion some misunderstanding 
in the unwary reader, in this of Gad’s 
hardening wicked men. - Thus in 4 
parallel place of St. John (xii. 39, 40.)s 
we find this matter expressed—‘ There- 
fore they could not believe, because 
that Isaiah said again, He hath blinded 
their eyes, and hardened their hearts, 
that they should not see with their 
eyes,” &c. Here the unwary reader 
will be apt, from these words, to attrl- 
bute the Jewish infidelity to God; 
whereas it was owitig to their ow? 
wickedness. We read, indeed, ‘ 4 
hath blinded their eyes, &c. and by Ae; 
we are prone to understand God: but 
we have not cause so to do. For 38 
this is not imputed to God inthe pro- 
phet Jsaiah; nor in the quotation as ¥ 
lies in St. Matthew, nor in the’ Syriac 
version of this place; (Matt. xiii. 14, 15.) 
‘the place itself. For it imports 
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no more than, this, that their eyes were 
blinded, ®&s pty eae 

“Jt is common among the sacred 
writers, that an active verb, that hath 
no person going before it, isto be un-, 
derstood aS a fiassive or imfiersonal ; 
and the careful observing of this man- 
ner of speech will remove many diffi. 
culties that might otherwise disturb us, 
We have plenty of examples to this 
purpose, both in the Wew Testament. 
and in the Old. (Luke xvi. 19.) * Make 
to yourselves: friends of the mammon 
of unrighteousness: that when ye fail, 
they may receive you into everlasting 
habitations :? i.e. That ye may de re- 
ceived, &c. Again, (John xii. 20, 
‘This night do they require thy. soul,’ 
(so'the Greek imports, and so it is in 
the marginal reading,) i.e. ‘ Thy soul 
shall ée required.’ Again (John xii. 
48.) * Unto whomsoever much is given, 
of him much shall be required ; and to 
whom men have committed much,’ 
(i: €,.to whom much is committed,) of 
him they will-ask the more, i. e, the 
more shall deasked. - Again, it is said 
(Luke: xiv, 35. with Matt. v. 13.) of the 
salt that hath lost its savour, ska Badravry 
avr, We render it, men cast it out, 
that is, i¢ shall be cast out. Thus St. 
Matthew says of it, that i# 7s good for 
nothing, es am BAnbyvas efor, but to be cast 
out, And in the Old Testament this 
manner of speaking also obtains (Isa. 
ix. 16.) * He shall call his name,’ so itis 
inthe Hebrew ; but we give the true 
sense when we render it ‘ Ais name shall 
be called.’ Again, (2 Sam. xxiv.) * The 
anger of the Lord was kindled against 
(srael, and he moved David against 
them.” God did not move David, it is 
expressly said in a parallel place (1 
Chron. xxi. 1.) that ¢ Satan provoked 
David to number Jsraec/.’ And what 
we render by *‘ He moved David, im- 
ports no more but this, that * David 
was moved ;”’ and had our interpreters 
sorendered those words, they had given 
us the true sense and meaning, and 
would have done no more than what 
they have justifiably done in rendering 
Isa. ix) 6. of which’ I took notice. be- 
fore.” Once’more, we read, Ewod. vii. 
13. ©He hardened Pharaoh’s ‘heart 
that he hearkened not untothem.’ And 
Some, perhaps, understand it of God; 





The Cry of injured Texts, No, II....Mic. vi. 8 


335. 


but by no means is the place so to be 
understood. There is no: mention: of 
God just before ; and the words import 
no more but this, that * Pharaoh’s 
heart was hardened,’ So the Vulger 
and Chaldee have it; and we find the 
same Hebrew words so rendered, (ver. 
22.) not only. by the Greek and Latin 
but by the English version also. Nor 
is there any person mentioned in one 
place or in the other: -In the next 
chapter (Exod. viii. 32.), it’ is said ex. 
pressly, ‘Pharaoh hardened his heart 
at this time also ;? which words mani- 
festly impute his foregoing hardnéss to 
himself. And what is said, (John xii. 


) 40.), «He hath blinded their eyes, and 


hardened their hearts,’ is by no means 
to be meant of God, as is evident from 
what hath been said; it imports only 
the event, and that ‘ their eyes were 
blinded. And this farther appears from 
this very place, as it is cited in the 
Aets (xxviii. 17.) “The heart of this 
people is waxed gross, kc. and their 
eyes have they closed, &c.” And where 
God is said to send dindness upon; or 
harden any; yet certain it is, that he 
infuseth no evil into his creatures. He 
justly-punisheth such men; he leaves 
them in the dark, and to their lusts ; 
and only for their great wickedness and 
obstinacy.”? 


a Se 


THE CRY OF INJURED TEXTS, NO, It. 


MR. OBSERVER, 

I am as universally known as almost 
any text in the Bible. There is scarce- 
ly any man that does not profess a re- 
gard for me. Iam the chief favourite 
of many. Wherever you go you will 
hear me commended. Even profligate 
people will boast of me as the ground 
and measure of their religion, “ What 
does God require of us,” they observe, 
in my words, but to “Do justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with God?” 

Now, Sir, I do not complain that I 
am too much exalted, (for that can 
scarcely be,) but that I am made to 
speak wliat was certainly never my, 
intention. It cannot have escaped 
your notice, Mr. Observer, that almost 


every one who mentions me, represents 


mé not only as inculcating the whole of 
religion, but as superseding the great. 
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doctrines of redemption, and as promis- 
ing life to those, who are not grossly 
unjust or unmerciful. As for what I 
have said about “walking humbly with 


God,” they seem to take very little no- 


tice of that: they consider it as of no 
importance whether they walk withGod 
at all in the exercise of re/igious duties, 
provided they are tolerably attentive to 
the duties of morality. Indeed, from 
the self-complacency which they mani- 


fest, and the confidence they express 


ae 


when they speak of me, they seem to 
have made a little mistake; and to have 
-read my words thus——“-Do justly, love 


smercy, and walk froudly with thy God ;” 


ther from them than Aumility.— 


for it appears to me that nothing is fur- 


evidently suppose that they have done 


all that is required of them; and that 


they may expect heaven as a reward 
due to their meritorious conduct. There 
is one occasion in.particular on which 
_they. bring. me forward. If any one tell 
them from scripture, that they.are sin- 
mers. deserving. of everlasting misery, 


‘and that they must seek acce 


nce 


with God through the blood and righ- 
teousness of his Son Jesus Christ, they 


tions ; ‘and thus, 
aside at once all necessity for repentance 


introduce me immediately to contradict 
all such melancholy and fanatical asser- 
by my. means, they set 


Zs and faith in Christ. 


Permit me now, Sir, to ask, whether 
this be nota great grievance? and 


whether I have not a right to be heard 


a | Pogecnes eg re es 
“and. relation of mine, (with whom 1 — ‘ent fre 


in my own defence, when I am thus 


’ represented as opposing all the funda- 


mental doctrines of christianity ? Why 
should it be thought that I am such 
. enemy to Christ, whiie near neighbou 








fectly accord in sentiment) prophecied 


| oe a eee: hint to those we ear 


of him in a most bonourabie manner, 
and foretold, with greater precision than 


ny other Part of the inspired voltiane, | 
ace of his nativity? (Mic. y.: Ay 
5) oer y?d AP 25. : 


fthen I may be permitted to. 
self, I will inform your readers 


Frit i really do mean; and then will 
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protecting him from the rage of Pha- 
raoh at the Commencement of his j jour- 
ney, and from the devices of Balak and 
Balaam at the end of i it, is ‘supposed to 
ask, what he shall do in order to con- 
ciliate the favour of the offended” deity. 
But partly through ignorance of the 
nature of the ceremomal law, and part- 
ly through an attachment to the prac- 


‘tices of heathens, he expresses his wil- 


lingness to do any thing, however diffi- 
cult or painful, if he may but at last 
attain his end. In answer to him I 
bring to his recollection what Moses 


had before told him ;** “but, ‘lest he 


should misapply his wordss'T | give him 
such additional inforniatte® fe will ei- 
ther prevent or Correct his error. I 
tell him that he must unite faith and 
practice: that in order to please and 
honour God, he must attend to the du- 
ties of equity and mercy; but that, 
when he has done his utmost, ke must 
walk in a humble dependetice on God’s 


“mercy to pardon” him, and on God’s 


grace to assist and preserve him. For- 
tunately for me,the Lord Jesus himself 

ointed me out to his hearers with an 

nfallible comment of his own. (Matt. 
xxiii. 23.) Some of the Pharisees of 
his day were not very unlike the Jew 
whom I addressed : they | laid a stress 


‘upon some ritual observances, but 
« overlooked the weightier matters of 


the law” (the very ‘things which I in- 
tended to point out) “ judgment, mer- 
cy, and faith.” Here, you perceive; 


that that expression of mit Lome 
‘toa “humble walk with | ” is 4A 


necessity i “relying whally on the 


grace of God to assist us in duties, and 
yardon our defects. 

With respect to # saa RA ee 
no-obiection at. is ainst this 


cur in the fame an oes even St. 
+ * Deut. £13848. | And. now Terael, what 
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Paul himself speaks sometimes as if 
sanctification preceded _ justification, 
while at other times he clearly shews 
that it is an effect and consequence of 
our justification. (Compare | Cor. vi. 
11. with 2.Cor, vii. 1.) While, there- 
fore, SO Many persons bring me for- 
ward as setting aside the necessity of 
faith, and warranting a dependence on 
our own imperfect righteousness, I beg 
to have it remembered, that I utterly 
disclaim all such intentions, and that [ 
really inculcate a directly opposite doc- 
trine. I certainly recommend the frrac- 
tice of equity, and the dove of mercy ; 
but I say not one word about people 
being justified before God either for 
the one orthe other. On-the contrary, 
I enjoin all to “walk humbly with God,” 
as sinners, who, after all their efforts, 
will find abundant cause for humilia- 
tion before him, and for an exclusive 
dependence on the atoning blood of 
Christ... I desire then that these two 
things may be taken together. The 
people of whom I complain would cry 
out instantly, if any one should int 
duce me as recommending faith with- 
out works; yet they themselves act 
with equal injustice, while they repre. 
sent me as recommending works to the 
neglect of faith. I propose that each 
should be attended to in its proper 
place. I comprehend the duties of the 
second table under the terms “ equity 
and mercy ;” and the duties of the first 
table under the idea of “a humble 
walk with God.” Yet while I do this, 
I do it in terms that clearly manifest a 
reference to the gospel; for I enjoin 
to all a-dependence on God’s mercy in 
Christ for acceptance and salvation. 
Let me, before I dismiss the subject, 
offer a hint to those of whose conduct 
Icomplain. They seem to think that, 
if salvation were offered them upon a 
compliance with the terms which, ac- 
cording to their view, I prescribe, they 
would have nothing to fear. But I beg 
leave to remind them, that, supposing 
the exercise of justice and mercy to 
be the appointed terms of salvation, all 
mankind, especially that part of | it 
which has arrived at the age of matu- 
rity, must perish ; for who is he that 
has at all times perfectly “done jus- 
Christ. Obsery. No. 30. 


tice,” so as never to have deviated from 
it, in any degree, in act, word, or 
thought? Who-has so “loved mercy,” 
as never to have omitted one single 
occasion of exercising it, or to have 
exercised itin:a less degree than the 
occasion called for? If then all have 
violated these laws at some time or 
other, all must perish according to this 
law. If it be said, that the law adlows 
of deviations from it, I affirm that to 
be impossible ; for then God himself 
would jfrescribe a law that admits of 
unmercifulness and injustice. Besides, 
admitting for argument sake that it 
were so, who has told us, or who can 
tellus, what degrees of unmercifulness 
and injustice will consist with an obe- 
dience to this law? If it be said, that 
God will pardon men’s defects, I an- 
swer, it is true, he will ; but then it is 
not the proud self-righteous raoralist 
that he will pardon,but the humble con- 
trite believer: “ He will resist the 
proud, and give grace only to the hum- 
ble.”” I therefore desire those who 
have hitherto perverted my meaning, 
to get a clearer and more experimen- 
tal knowledge of the things I enjoin; 
and to consider, that, if they persist 
in founding their hopes of happiness 
on such partial and distorted views of 
my words, the injury they do to me will 
ultimately fall upon their own heads. 
MICAH Vi, 8. 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE NATURE AND HAPPI- 
NESS OF THE HEAVENLY WORLD. 
THE mind of man is naturally impres- 
sed with an anxious desire of knowing 
what will be his future state when he 
is removed out of this transitory life. 
We see our friends taken away from 
us to behold them no more in this 
world ; we know that in a short time 
we ourselves shall be summoned to de- 
part hence and be no more seen. And 
no one has yet been permitted to re- 
turn ‘from that unknown country to 
satisfy our curiosity, and to answer the 
numerous questions we should be ea- 
ger to make concerning its nature and 
enjoyments. The Book of God, in- 
deed, which informs us of every thing 


that is most necessary for man to know, 
2% 3 
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has partly removed the veil; and though 
it has not told us enough to satisfy cu- 
riosity, it has done what is far more 
important: it has given us such a rep- 
resentation of the glory of the world 
to come as, without explaining its pre- 
cise nature, may serve to elevate our 
expectations to the highest pitch, kin- 
dle our warmest desires,inspire us with 
fortitude to bear the evils of this tran- 
sitory life, and dispose us to consider 
‘the attainment of heaven as the only 
object which may justly claim our anx- 
ious solicitude and most strenuous en- 
deavours. : 

But let us consider what those cir. 
‘cumstances are which constitute the 
happiness of heaven. 

1. Itis the peculiar residence of the 
Almighty. There will be exhibited 
open displays of the divine glory. 
There also will be exhibited the most 
stupendous acts of divine ower ; there 
the mind will be continually astonish. 
ed, delighted, and elevated by proofs 
of wisdom, not obscure, or sparing, or 
dubious, but clear and manifest ; and 
there also will be poured forth in the 
richest variety and abundance the treae 
sures of divine goodvess, without any 
mixture of alloy or restraint of enjoy- 
ment. Fn the most striking and ex- 
pressive way will the love of the Father 
and of Jesus Christ, his only begotten 
Son, be manifested in all its fullness of 
good. There too the Aoliness and puri. 
ty of the divine nature will shine forth 
in rays of lustre ; not such, indeed, as 
will scorch the beholder, but rather il- 
luminate him with their splendour, and 
transform him into the same divine im- 
age from glory to glory. 

Thus God dwells in heaven by the 
boundless manifestation of every thing 
reat and glorious and good. Upon 
this earth, indeed, we see on every side 
proofs of infinite Wasi, power, and 
goodness. The endless variety of nat- 
ural productions ornamented with all 
the vividness of colour and elegance of 
form; the magnitude of the heavenly 
bodies, the skill of their arrangement, 
and swiftness of their motions; the 
wonderful structure of the human body, 
and the diversified powers of the hu- 
man mind: all these and much more 

preclaim the presence and hand of a 
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master, whose wisdom must be infinite 
and power uncontrolable. But yet 
these no otherwise give us an idea of 
the skill of the great Architect, than 
the broken columns, the disjointed 
arches, and the mouldering capitals, of 
some ruined edifice convey tous an 
adequate idea of the beauty and eran- 
deur of the original building. We 
live here in the ruins of a world, once, 
indeed, fair and good, but now forsaken 
by its great master, and suffered to 
fall into decay ; and the traces we meet 
with of greatness and splendour are 
comparatively few and mean. Here 
every thing is marked by imperfection. 
Light is obscured by darkness, truth 
is debased by error, good is polluted 
with evil, pleasure is alloyed by pain, 
health is clouded by sickness,and every 
enjoyment is transitory, fading, uncer. 
tain. All the good which God here 
exhibits is equally shared by the wick- 
edand corrupt. His wisdom and pow- 
er are displayed upon things compara- 
tively of little worth. The leaf of a 
te may discaver wonderful art; the 

ell of a contemptible fish may dis- 
play the richest colouring ; the body 
of the vilest of men may shew aston- 
ishing wisdom : yet all these things 
are only, as it were, the rough sketches 
of infinite wisdom. ‘They are intended 
only for a moment: They will soon 
be burnt up as things of no worth. 


I do not pretend to explain, or even 
to conjecture, in what way the glorious 
proofs of the divine perfections will be 
exhibited to us above. It is sufficient 
for me to know that God will exhibit 
them ; and I see enough of his un- 
searchable wisdom here below to make 
me give him full credit for a display 
glorious, infinitely glorious, above what 
the eye hath seen or the heart of man 
can conceive. The infant this moment 
born into the world may possibly as well 
conceive the nature of the world in 
which it findsitself, as man, with all his 
boasted sagacity, can conceive the na- 
ture of the world tocome. Letus rest. 


satisfied that it will bea perfect, as well 
as glorious, display, of every divine at- 
tribute: such a display as throughout 
eternity will excite our gratitude, our 
ge isa riak our love, our humility. 

. The inhabitants of heayen are re- 


1804.] Reflections on the Nature and Happiness of the Heavenly World, 339 


lated to God ashispeople. It was evi- 
dently his intention in separating them 
from the world, to exalt them, to purify 
them, to deliver them from every evil 
and imperfection, to make them par- 
takers of a new and divine nature, to 
assimilate them to himself, and to glo- 
rify and beatify them with himself in 
a better and purer state. In heaven 
they will be his people: singled out, as 
it were, that they may receive the most 
abundant communication of his grace 
and mercy; and that the glory of his 
goodness, truth, love, and holiness, may 
be wonderfully displayed in the perfec- 
tion of their felicity, the purity of their 
nature, and the completeness of their 
beatification. 

But in order that this relation may 
subsist in perfection, it is absolutely 
necessary that a previous conformity in 
nature should take place between man 
and God. And sucha change does 
take place. A restoration to the origi- 
nal state of purity in which he was 
created takes place through Christ, who 
is the resurrection and the life. No 
longer blinded by ignorance and enslav- 
ei by sin, men are enlightened to know 
the inestimable privileges to which they 
are called, and the infinite value of the 
relation in which they stand to God. 
No guilt causes them to hide them- 
selves from himlike Adam. They love 
their God, whose perfections they now 
understand; and they love all his pre- 
cepts, the excellency of which they can 
now clearly discover. There the will 
is rectified ; it coincides with the judg- 
ment. The affections are purified ; 
they will be fixed only upon proper ob- 
jects. No more will there be a strug- 
gle between inclination and duty, be. 
tween conscience and interest. The 
relation we shall bear to God will be the 
matter of our highest exultation; our 
most honourabic distinction: and we 
Shall glory in it as our noblest privilege. 

S. But let not the Son of God be ever 
forgotten while we speak or think of 
heaven. To him we owe every thing. 
He purchased us by his precious blood. 
He sought us when we had wandered 
far from our father’s fold. To his lov- 
ing kindness, patience, and bounty, we 
owe every hope in time ‘and eternity. 
He is the bond of union between us and 


his father. He isthe centre of the rela- 
tion which will exist between the re- 
deemed and their God. Behold here the 
perfect accomplishment of his labours. 
For this. he travailed and suffered death 
on the cross—that he might thus restore 
man to God, and reconcile God to men: 
that a blessed, holy, and eternal relation 
might thenceforwards subsist between 
them ; he in them and they in him, that 
they all might be. one with God, even 
as Christ fs one with the Father. 


4. The blessed above are delivered 
from every evil—freed for ever from 
pain, from sorrow, from death. In 
heaven every source of evil will for ever 
be cut off. The justice of God will be 
satisfied, and his displeasure against us 
be for ever forgotten. Our own minds 
will have become perfectly pure and 
holy, and therefore no corruptions can 
ever disturb our tranquillity. And all 
around us will be partakers of the same 
holy nature ; so that they will be dis- 
posed only to contribute by every means 
in their power to our peace and happi- 
ness. -Oh, glorious state! where envy 
shall never corrode the breast ; where 
passion and resentment shall never ruf. 
fle the peace of our minds ; where 
pride shall never instil a vain conceit of 
ourselves ; where a mean jealousy shall 
never be harboured in the soul; where 
ignorance shall never lead us astray, or 
temptations seduce us from the path of 
duty. Oh, happy state! in which a 
pure benevolence shall expand every 
bosom; in which fervent love shall dic- 
tate the performance of every duty; in 
which you will never see any thing in 
your neighbour to give you pain or 
grief. Here, alas! even good men are 
too often suspicious of each other, and 
discern such failings and imperfections 
in themselves and others, as prevent the 
full exercise of christian love. But 
there all shall love their neighbour truly 
as themselves; and love their God with 
all their heart, with all their soul, and 
with all their strength, Oh, blessed 
state ! in which no fear of danger or ap- 
prehension of change shall ever for a 
moment disturb our tranquillity and joy. 
Happy state! in which a weak and cor- 
rupt body shall no tonger be the clog of 
the soul; in which sickness shall no 
longer impede usin doing our duty ; or 





death separate us from those we love. 
Happy state! where no enemies shall 
alarm, and no voice of threatening or 
violence shall ever be heard. 

See, Christian, what a glorious prize 
is set before you! You are contending 
not for an earthly kingdom, but for 
what is infinitely more valuable, for a 
crown of glory. Ponder upon theeter- 
nal happiness which the redeemed en- 
yoy above, and then say is it mot worth 
all your pains and endeavours to secure 
such an inheritance? Gird up, there- 
fore, the loins of your mind, and seek 
for heaven with an earnestness in some 
degree proportioned to its excellence. 
Do you meet with difficulties? Is self. 
denial required? Consider whether you 
will not be richly repaidinthe end. Do 
you encounter the frowns or the ridi- 
cule of your associates? Think how ex- 
treme that folly must be which will give 
up such a glorious and eternal inheri- 
tance, on accountof the laugh of a sin- 
ful worm of the earth. No, heaven is 
worth all you can suffer, though your 
life were required as the purchase: hea- 
ven is worth all you can do to obtain it. 

And as for you, who have truly re- 
pented of your sins, who have truly ap- 
plied for pardon through Christ, and 
who manifest the sincerity of your faith 
by your works; let me exhort you to 
make your calling and election sure. 
See that you are well grounded in faith 
and hope, and be not deceiving your- 
selvesin this matter. Death may come 
very unexpectedly, and very soon; and 


it will be a dreadful thing then to bein — 


doubt about your state. You can have 


no comfort from the consideration of 


the glory of heaven, till you have first a 
well founded hope of your having an 
interest init. Itis worth a whole world 
to obtain this; and blessed be God it 


may be obtained. The promises of 


God offer it, and the Redeemer we 
serve will give it to those who faith. 
fully seek it. And Jet the contempla- 
tion of the world to come serve to wean 
your affections.from every thing here 
below, and teach you to look upon death 
without fear. What, indeed, is death 
to the real christian but the beginning 


of a glorious and immortal life, the joy- - 


ful day of his release from prison? 


Were such views realized they would 
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reconcile you to the death of relations 
as deaf to you as your own souls; for 
what is there really ‘afflicting in the 
death of those who ‘sleep in Christ? 
They would also teach you to bear 
properly the evils and troubles of life. 
Your light tribulations, which are’ but 
‘or a moment, would work out for you 
a more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. Estimate by comparison with 
the happiness of heaven the pleasures 
of this vain and transitory life, and see 
how: poor they all are, and how little 
worth that eager pursuit with which 
they are sought by many. Finally, let 
this glorious prospect animate and cheer 
you whenever you faint or are weary. 
All this scene of blessedness is ready to 
open upon you as soon as you put off 
this mortal life, which may be ima very 
short time, and cannot be at a very dis- 
tant period. See then that. you are 
walking worthy of the vocation with 
which you are called, daily living as 
those who are expecting and waiting 
for such a glory ready to be revealed. 
Remember that here that relation must 
be begun between you and God, which 
is only perfected above. There is a 
difference, rather in degree than in 
kind, between the employments and the 
enjoyments of the church below and 
the church above. See then that you 
look upon this life as a preparation only 
for a better, and that having this hope 
you purify yourselves even as he who 
hath called you is pure. 

But let it be remembered, that the 
same scriptures which declare to us the 
happiness of heaven, declare also, with 
equal clearness and fullness, that no im- 
penitent sinner shall be admitted into 
it. Know ye not that the unrighteous 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God ! 
Be not. deceived. No fornicator, or 
adulterer, or unclean person shall have 
any inheritance in the kingdom, of 
Christ. The wicked shall be turned 
into hell, and all the people who forget 
God. Upon the wicked God will rain 
snares, fire, brimstone, and a terrible 
tempest, this shall be their portion ; 4 
portion how different from that which 
we have just been describing! 

Now may I not appeal to the con- 
sciences of some of my readers on this 
point: that they have no part or Jot ia 
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this glorious inheritance of the saints ? 
If the wicked are excluded, they are 
excluded. If none can enter into the 
kingdom of God but those that are born 
of the spirit of God, they are not born 
again, as their own consciences bear 
them witness. If it is necessary that 
we should possess a true and living 
faith in order to be united to Christ ; 
they have no such faith, and therefore 
are not one with.Christ and Christ with 
them. In a word, if the whole current 
of scripture declares, in the most point- 
ed and express manner, that none are 
admitted into the kingdom of heaven 
but such as are previously prepared and 
fitted for it, by repentance, faith, and 
holiness ; then they stand excluded. 
Do not say that you. are no worse than 
your neighbours, and that many others 
are as careless about their souls as you 
are. It is too true: our Saviour, has 
said the same: “ wide is the gate and 
broad is the way that leadeth to de- 
struction, and many there are that en- 
ter in thereat; and strait is the gate and 
narrow is the way which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it.” But 
while I would alarm you who are im- 
penitent with a sense of your danger, I 
would also. beseech you to reflect that 
it is not yet too late; though you know 
not haw soon it may be. Blessed be 
God, the door of mercy is still open. 
By all the. unspeakable joys which I 
have described, by all the terrors of 
cyerlasting destruction, remain -not, I 
entreat you, in a state of sin, or even of 
doubt, about your salvation. Let not so 
great and glorious a treasure, as is offer- 
ed to you, be lost, because you would 
not accept it. This day, while it is 
called to-day, reflect seriously upon the 
world to come. Think of the blessed- 
ness of dying in the Lard, and being 
admitted into heaven ; and of the mis- 
ery of perishing for ever ; and may the 
Lord give you repentance and true con- 
version, OURANIUS. 
a  — 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

In some of your late numbers the doc- 
trine of ASSURANCE has been more 
or less mentioned ; and I must confess 
that I have not read what has been said 
Upon this subject, confined as its dis- 
cussion has been, without considerable 
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apprehension. I am not unaware, that 
where this doctrine meets with its: pro- 
per object, it affords a most blessed and 
consolatory satisfaction. But I am fear- 
ful that undue pretensions are not un- 
frequently made to it; and that souls, 
weak and timid perhaps, but in which 
the fear of God unquestionably dwells, 
are sometimes in danger of being driven 
to despair; because they have not at- 
tained that degree of ASSURANCE 
which they have read of in others, and 
which has been held. up by some as an 
almost exclusive evidence of a justified 
state. And will you, Sir, suffer my ap- 
prehensions to offer a hint to those who 
insert. accounts of the death-beds of 
their pious friends in your or any other 
miscellany ; viz. that they will not over- 
colour their descriptions, nor give an 
undue prominence to the brighter part 
of the subject ; while the doubts, the 
fears, the alarms, the awful views of an 
impending eternity, and all the darker 
part is suppressed, and no just counter- 
balance preserved. I much. fear that 
this is to.exalt the dead at the expense 
of the living. To place this subject 
of Assurance, therefore, in its proper 
point of view, and to elevate despair to 
hope, I recommend the following pas- 
sage for your insertion; the venerable 
name of Ezekiel. Hopkins will give ita 
respectable authority. : 

** Many formerly, and those of the 
highest remark and eminency, have pla. 
ced true faith in no lowera degree than 
ASSURANCE, or the secure persua- 
sion of the pardon of their sins, the acs 
ceptation of their persons, and their 
future salvation. But this as it is very 
sad and uncomfortable for thousands of 
doubting and deserted souls, concluding 
all those to fall short of grace who fall 
short of certainty; so hath it given the 
Papists too great- advantage to insult 
over the doctrine of-our first reformers, 
as containing most absurd contradic- 
tions. Nor, indeed, can their argument 
be possibly avoided or answered; for if 
pardon and justification be obtained on- 
ly by faith, and this faith be only an 
assurance or persuasion that I am _par- 
doned and justified; then it will neces- 
sarily follow, that I must believe I am 
pardoned. and justified, that I may be 
pardoned and justified : that is, I must 
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believe 1 am pardoned and justified be- 
fore | either am or can be; whichis to 
believe a lie. This will necessarily fol- 
low upon limiting faith to assurance. 
Faith, therefore, is not assurance ; but 
this doth sometimes crown and reward 
a strong vigorous and heroic faith : the 
spirit of God breaking in upon the soul 
with an evidencing light, and scattering 
all that darkness, and those fears and 
doubts which before beclouded it.” 

“ As for Assurance, (he adds, in sum- 


‘ming up the questign,) I bok upon that, 


not as a distinct part of faith, but an 
high and exalted degree and measure 
of it ; not vouchsafed to all, scarce to 
any at all times, but only to some few, 
through the special witness. of the holy 
spirit with their spirits.°—See Bishop 
Hopkins on the ‘I'wo Covenants, 8vo. 
pp. 172, 173, 178. BOETHOS, 
nang 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer, 

Tue station in which you are placed, 
as an Observer, is truly an arduous 
post. To preserve a strict neutrality, 
or act as an unbiassed moderator. be- 
tween persons of different denomina- 
tions, whose views are very opposite, is 
doubtless difficult. Impartiality seldom 
or never can please partisans; because 
she generally sees something to be cor- 
rected or reprehended on either side. 
Be not discouraged, however, but reso- 
lutely persevere to judge with calmness 
and precision (though not dogmatically ) 
such things as may come under your 
review, 

Though I am only an_ occasional 
reader of your excellent magazine, yet 
I have met many things in. it which I 
read with approbation and delight. I 
should be glad if some of your judicious 
correspondents would give a plain, full, 
and explicit definition of two words, 
which are very commonly used to de- 
note something ridiculous or contemp- 
tible: viz. Enthusiasm and Fanaticism ; 
terms which are used sometimes, even 


by persohs who wish well to religion, 


in such an indefinite and unguarded 
manner’as to attach the idea of ridicule 
even to the purest religion in the world. 
These should reflect that they may, un- 
designedly, be serving the interests of 
infidelity, which is ever ready to catch 
at any thing which may throw obloquy 
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upon what is truly excellent ; and doth 
not make a distinction between the 
abuse and that which is really good. 
The best things have been, and still are 
liable to be abused : but let us beware 
lest, by a vague manner of speaking, we 
should attach the idea of LEuthusiasts 
(in a bad sense) to the noble army of 
martyrs, and to those of our country. 
men who perished in Smithfield in the 
christian cause. 

We sometimes hear or read \eulo- 
giums pronounced on soldiers, “who 
rushed with enthusiastic ardour to 
storm a city ;’”? or sailors, who embark. 
ed on a secret expedition in the spirit 
of enthusiasm. And why may not the 
same or greater praise be bestowed 
upon such as devote themselves, with 
the greatest sincerity to the worship 
and service of God, and bravely fight 
the good fight of faith? St. Paul saith, 
it is good to be zealously affected always 


in « good thing ; and he would, proba- 


bly, be called an enthusiast or fanatic 
by some, if he were living in the pre- 
sent day. If terms.are not properly 
defined, or if the boundaries between 
vice and virtue be not accurately ascer- 
tained, we may confound the ideas of 
things that are, in their awn nature, 
clearly distinct from each other. 

Whilst some of our continental 
neighbours went about what they calil- 
ed a plan of reformation, they had not 
discernment to distinguish between su- 
perstition and real religion ;_so that, in 
attempting to pull down those false 
props or ridiculous. appendages, which 
some had gradually affixed to the fabric, 
they had almost entirely razed the 
building itself from its - foundations. 
Thank God, however, the foundation 
standeth sure ; and though many assail 
the building, and fix their battering-raims 
against it, all their efforts will prove 
abortive ; because he that hath erected 
it is no lessthan omnipoTEenT. But let 
us not throw in the least mite of assi5- 
tance, either directly or indirectly, to 
those who are attempting to overthrow 
all religion, and with it to sap the foun. 
dation of all regular government, and 
turn the world into a confused mass of 
horror and distress. 


What is Enthusiasm? and what is 
Fanaticism ? 
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A plain answer to these two ques- 

tions is requested by 
A SINCERE INQUIRER. 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

A CORRESPONDENT, signing himself 
« Churchman” in your last number, has 
with propriety observed, that the high- 
ly indecorous manner in which some 
clergymen read over the Liturgy of the 
Church, is one cause of the low estima. 
tion in which she is held, and of the 
consequent increase of the favourers of 
the dissenting mode of worship. But I 
feel myself by no means satisfied with 
his remarks upon the subject of what 
he calls ““extemporary sermons ;” by 
which I apprehend he means the habit 
of preaching without notes. If, ihdeed, 
he had confined his observations to 
those which are, in the strict sense of 
the word, extemporary, I should have 
had no occasion to differ in opinion from 
him. But as aclergyman of the Church 
of England, anxious for her welfare and 
respectability, and yielding to none in 
veneration and love for her forms and 
principles; I must declare it as my 
own opinion, that nothing contributes 
more to the improvement of that cold 
method of preaching so long and justly 
complained of, and to the success of 
ministerial labours, than the increasing 
prevalence, among clergymen of the 
establishment, of the practice of preach- 
ing either without notes, or only with 
the help of short skeletons. I am very 
far from wishing to impose this habit 
upon all, or to diminish the fully ascer- 
tained usefulness of very many who 
write and read the whole of what they 
deliver. But, at the sarne time, I have 
been long convinced that Rem faratam 
verba haud invita sequuntur, (that the 
man who has well studied his subject 
will be at no loss for expressions) ; and 
that superior weight and animation, as 
well as interesting impressiveness of 
manner, will accompany the discourses 
of a minister who thus brings satisfac- 
tory evidence, if not of his speaking 
from the heart and of being really in 
earnest, at least of his having maturely 
considered the topic which he has 
chosen to discuss. 

I believe that almost every clergy- 
man, possessing respectable abilities 
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united with a real solicitude for the 
growth of piety, who should endeavout 
eatly to acquire the art of public speak- 
ing, would find little difficulty in so ex- 
pressing himself on any scriptural sub- 
ject which he had previously studied 
and arranged, as to give satisfaction to 
the pious and judicious among his 
hearers : and such only are qualified to 
judge. I feel moreover a strong per- 
suasion that the more encouragement 
is given under due regulations to this 
practice, the more will the Church of 
England prosper and be respected, 

Iam very far, Sir, from vindicating 
the delivery of crude unpremeditated 
sermons, or of encouraging a clergy- 
man to attempt the preaching on any 
text which he has not well digested and 
considered ; and on which he has not so 
far. prepared and arranged his thoughts, 
as to be able to preach a consistent, 
connected, and impressive discourse. 
But why is the minister of the gospel 
to be denied the advantages which are 
allowed to the pleader at the bar or in 
the senate ? Why is he to be supposed 
less able, or less willing, to apply his 
head and heart to anuattainment which 
is universally adffi to promote in. 
terests far less important, than those 
which should animate the exertions of 
a preacher of righteousness? 

Iam as strong an advocate for pulpit 
decorum, and as much averse to the 
abuses of extemporary preaching (as it 
is called) as your correspondent can 
be: but I think his observation ought 
to have been made with many more 
qualifications and favourable exceptions 
than appear in his letter. I do not 
think it a sufficient argument against 
the practice that the Dissenters make 
use of it. Ishould rather say, that the 
ministers of the establishment would do 
well to endeavour, where it can be done 
with sufficient ease and satisfaction to 
themselves, discréetly and rationally to 
imitate them in a mode of preaching 
which, in many points of view, is calcu- 
lated to attract and preserve the atten- 
tion of the audience ; and thus to place 
that part of the service of the church 
on the most useful footing. I should 
therefore be glad, Sir, to see, in your 
miscellany, some hints‘and directions 
for such a mode of acquiring a habit of 
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preaching without the use of a written 
discourse, as should unite: the essential 
requisites of discretion, zeal, solid 
scriptural information, and devout ener- 
gy; with simplicity, plainness, and ele- 
gance of style, impressiveness of man- 
ner, and a ready and graceful utterance. 
Such directions might be eminently 
serviceable to candidates for orders, 
and also to those of the younger clergy 
who may wish to adopt the practice in 
question ; but who, from want of a more 
early attention to the subject, find it dif- 
ficult to do so. And as to encouraging 
Dissenters, I have seen reason to con- 
clude that the Dissenters would be full 
as likely to become attached to the es- 
tablishment, in consequence of the ex- 
tension of this practice, as Churchmen 
to become Dissenters from the unfre- 
quency of it. In fact, it is not the cir- 
cumstance of a sermon being written 
or not written, but it is the union of 
evangelical orthodoxy with earnestness 
and seriousness of manner, which 
operates the most powerfully on the 
great majority of pious hearers of every 
description. Every minister of the gos- 
pel ought to use a mode of preaching 
which his own €¥petfence, guided by a 
pious zeal for the welfare of his flock, 
shews to be the best calculated to make 
his abilities serviceable, under God, to 
those whom he is appointed to instruct. 
I will only add, that I disclaim every 
thing which wears the appearance of 
general censure ; and should not have 
troubled you with this letter, if I had 


not thought the remarks of the “Church- 
man” calculated to excite an undue 
prejudice against many exemplary cler- 
gymen, who have laudably endeavoured 
to revive the once generally established 
habit of addressing their congregations, 
in such language asa well furnished 
head, wai'med by a pious heart, will sel- 
dom fail to render useful and accepta- 
ble, although not previously committed 
to paper. With a high respect for all 
the clergy who preach the genuine 
principles of. christianity, whether in 
written or unwritten discourses, I re- 
main, Your’s, &c. 
B. T. W. 
eI 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
AmonGst various improprieties prac. 
tised in places of worship, there is one 
which you have left unnoticed. I mean 
that of gossiping after divine service. | 
have been concerned to see; in some 
few churches near the metropolis, the 
congregation (I mean the higher part 
of it) immediately after hearing a truly 
excellent discourse, crowd into a corner 
of the church, either for the sake of 
criticizing the sermon, or for conversa- 
tion. Many evils might be pointed out 
as naturally resulting from this practice. 
Is it not, among others, giving an oppor- 
tunity to Satan to take out of the heart 
the good seed, perhaps, happily sown 
there? By inserting this short hint into 
your miscellany, you will much oblige, 
Your’s, &c. 
K. S. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


I wave remarked, that persons who 
find it dificult to make up their minds 


on points of practical propriety, apply 


to you and to your correspondents for 
your opinions. I approve such a pro. 
ceeding. Two heads, it is affirmed, 
are better than one. The position may 
be too broad; but if one of them retains 
to itself the whole power of decision, 
it neither lowers its dignity nor incurs 
any loss by giving liberty of counsel to 
the other. You well understand the 
difference between asking and following 
advice: and are too liberal to suppose 
the latter step to be a necessary.or a 


natural consequence of the former. If 
I meet a physician, and can obtain from 
him without a fee a prescription to cure 
the cramp or the tooth-ach; I put it 
safely into my pocket-book. But the 
application or non-application of it rests 
with myself, : 

After this sufficiently frank explana- 
tion, I shall enter upon my business. 
That you may be the better able to 
judge concerning the matters in debate 
between myself and my wife, I must 
give you some insight into our charac- 
ters. I, Sir, am universally admitted 
tobe an extremely worthy and excel- 
lent man; worthy and excellent; not 18 








the customary and despicable accepta- 
tion in which those terms are applied 
by the irreligious world, but in the 
sense in which they belong only to 
sound christians. Sir, lama religious 
man. Iwas born and bred in a very 
dark place, and ior many years was a 
mere formalist, as I am sorry to say 
(but the truth, Mr. Editor, must be 
spoken) nine hundred and. ninety-nine 
out of a thousand are now. Poor 
wretches! I pity them: yes, yes, I 
pity them: for we ought to be very 
careful of despising them, how much 
soever they deserve our contempt. But 
those days of ignorance are gone, and I 
have almost forgotten them. I have 
now professed religion these four years ; 
and have sat during all that time under 
gospel ministers. I have not sat under 
them for nothing. I know all their 
doctrines toa hair: and am allowed 
to be so good a critic in orthodoxy, so 
careful as well as able to expose, 
for the benefit of weaker brethren, 
the slips and blunders of the most 
celebrated preachers, that the most 
eminent of them, I am confident, are 
afraid of preaching before me: and the 
real reason of.a certain clergyman’s 
suddenly quitting his pulpit without 
finishing his discourse was not, as was 
reported, the attack of an ague fit, but, 
as | have adequate grounds for believ- 
ing, the unexpected sight of me in his 
church. Of my own religious emi- 
nence (I am unwilling toseem to com- 
mend myself, but the truth must be 
spoken) I need not say any thing far- 
ther. As to my wife, she also prolesses 
religion, and is a good sort of a woman 
inher way. To do her justice, she 
was brought up under the gospel, and 
understands what are called the funda- 
mental doctrines very sufficiently. But 
she has net any knowledge, as I wish 
my wife to have, of the nicer distinc- 
tions: and those, Mr, Editor, are the 
thing, And whatis more provoking still, 
She neither values nor relishes them 
when I point them out toher. Her 
mind unhappily runs in another line. 
Next to the plain fundamentals with 
which you no doubt are acquainted, 
and which are things that any person 
may learn with little trouble, she seems 
always to be labouring about tempers 
Christ. Obsery. No. 59, 
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and practices—mere legal work. Not 
that she appears to pride herself about 
these matters, er to put any confidence 
in them, but I am sure that she must 
do both: for every person must, who 
is scrupulous about them and loves, as 
she does, to hear sermons, at least parts 
of sermons, that are strict or minute 
about such things. From this turn of 
her’s some good, I allow, results. My 
house is always as quiet as a church; 
she is never out of humour, though I 
have heard her relations say that her 
temper was naturally but indifferent : 
she is constantly cheerful; very atten- 
tive to my accomodation and ease : very 
punctual, very affable, very retired ; 
very economical, and, at the same 
time, very kind and liberal to the poor. 
But grievous evils accompany these 
advantages. She is uncomfortable (I 
see it very plainly, though she often 
says nothing), because I am not as over- 
scrupulous as herself: and there would 
therefore be danger, were my religious 
knowledge less ample and my resolu- 
tion less manly, that she might make 
me dissatished with my own conduct. 
When I happen to be ruffled by my 
customers, (for my commercial deal-. 
ings are very large,) she is evidently 
hurt by the circumstance, even though 
I acknowledge that it might have been 
better had I disregarded the proyoca- 
tion which discomposed me. When I 
take the same allowed methodsin order 
to set off my goods or to advance my 
trade, which others in the religious 
world regularly sanction by their ex- 
ample, she is not at all convinced that 
I am doing right. And recently, when 
by a similar proceeding I fortunately 
cleared a couple of hundred pounds at 
a stroke; her face indisputably shewed 
that she thought the transaction little 
better than cheating. I am shocked to 
be compelled to lay before you these 
flagrant transgressions of christian duty 
ina wonian of whom I am desirous to 
think well. . But you see, Sir, how she 
intrudes into things which donot belong 
to her: hew she violates her duty to 
her husband: how umwarrantably she 
brings odium and disgrace upon reli- 
gion. by presuming to question any oi 
the proceedings of a known religious 
man like myself! Then she hasa way 
ae tf 
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of introducing into discourse scraps and 
maxims from some sermon or. other 
which we have lately heard: as if my 
memory were not as good as her own ; 
or as if I were not able to see that the 
words happened not to be worth re- 
membering, or that they had nothing to 
do with the present occasion. Then 
she makes no allowances for proper 
difference of behaviour to different 
people who do business with me. Ifa 
customer of low rank uses a profane 
term, I am very ready, as far as pru- 
dence permits, to let him see that I 
am offended at his taking such a liberty 
before me. Surely an occasional pro- 
ceeding of this kind is bearing my 
testimony against profaneness, But if 
a rich employer should pour out half a 
dozen ouths in a sentence, would he at 
all care if 1 were to put ona grave face? 
Not in the least. I therefore look 
under such incidents exactly as usual. 
Why am I to incur the risk of dis- 
pleasing him, when it is plain that no 
good would follow? Am I not forbid- 
den to cast my pearls beforeswine! I 
could give youtwenty similar examples. 
Sir, there is no sin, In my opinion, more 
abominable than that of casting blame, 
directly or indirectly, on a religious 
man. What would my wife have me 
to do? I hear two sermons, sometimes 
three, on a Sunday, and one every 
Tuesday evening, and have family 
prayers morning and night. She knows 
that I would on no account suffer a ro. 
mance to pollute my shelves: and with 
what indignation I flung into the street a 
pack of cards which, by some mistake, 
had been sent to my house. I never 
attend public places, or any other wicked 
amusements: but make my evening 
cheerful at home with a comfortable 
supper, and a little innocent rum and 
water. I believe the world to be utterly 
corrupt, and always speak of it as 
such: and as to spiritual pride, there 
is no petson whe discerns it more 
speedily, or censures it more frequently 
or more severely, But I wiil not be 
betrayed into self-commendation. I 
proceed, therefore, to a practical affair, 
about which she’ has more openly told 
me her mind than she has done re- 
spesting any of the poinis to which I 
haye hitherto alluded.. We have three 
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daughters, all completely grown up: 
and of course the possibility, not to say 
more, of their being settled in marriage 
presents itself. They are very dutiful - 
and good girls ; and I am confident will 
not let their affections be entangled; 
much less will they countenance any 
overtures, without the previous appro- 
bation of theirparents. Now, Mr, Edi- 
tor, there are two principles respect. 
ing the subjectin question on which ny 
wife and] are agreed. Most certainly, 
Sir, such a man as I would never con- 
sent, nor would my wife, thata child of 
our’s should marry a person whois not 
religious. And we should equally re- 
fuse to give our daughter to a-husband 
who could not maintain her comforta- 
bly in the line of life in which she. has 
been brought up. But in the applica- 
tion of these principles we are not al- 
together in unison. And as circum- 
stances, of too private a nature to be 
specified, now occur, and others are 
likely to occur, which might be im- 
proved into opportunities of advanta. 
geously disposing of one or more of 
these girls ; I wish to hearyour opinion 
upon the matter, as far as I can prop- 
erly explain it, and shall attend to 
your advice as far as I judge it to be 
prudent. My wife professes that a 
certain portion of religion, if I may so 
express myself, that is to say as much, 
to use her own language, as is essen- 
tial to constitute a decidedly religious 
character,is indispensable in her daugh- 
ter’s husband: and that itis a sin, both 
in the child and in the parent, know- 
ingly to be satisfied with less. . For 
my part, I do not like tying myself 
down by assenting to abstract propo- 
sitions. They are very awkward, Sir, 
and incommodious: and often. stand 
much and needlessly in a man’s way: 
My maxim is this: a wise man will 
be guided by circumstances, The 
man who shall marry one of my daugh- 
ters must, no doubt, be religious. But 
is it to be supposed that I have so litle 
regardto a commandment of scripture, 
as not to hold fast the wisdom of the 
serpent? Sir, there are degrees in 
every thing. The rational way, in my 
mind, of considering the matter is this. 
Religion is unquestionably a very good 
thing, and the best thing, and_an indis- 
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pensable thing ; and I have admitted 
as much to my wife again and again. 
But wealth is likewise a very good 
thing: and a high connection isa very 
good thing: and a proper degree of 
consequence is a very good thing: and 
the natural appendages to these very 
good things are themselves very good 
things also, Itisnecessary, therefore, 
and most reasonable, that in propor. 
tion as I find in a man who proposes 
himself to my daughter a larger share 
of some of these good things, I should 
be satisfied with a less share of others. 
This is a truth to which my wife’s un. 
derstanding is impenetrable. She.is 
willing enough, indeed, to make an 
abatement in the article of money, and 
in some other points, for the sake of 
an addition in religion: but she is ut- 
terly averse to abate in the article of 
religion, for the ‘sake of any or of all 
of the rest. . Was there ever such an 
instance of partial and narrow views! 
What, Sir! if there should be two 
candidates for the honour of being my 
son-in-law, one of whom has two thou- 
sand a year and the other four; am I 
to expect as much religion in the lat- 
ter asin the former! Both of them, 
Mr. Editor, must no doubt be relig- 
ious : but to require equal religion in 
the richer of the two would be to ac- 
count his additional two thousand a 
year as nothing. No, no; I am de- 
sirous to do justice, to make a fair de- 
duction on this head: and a fair de- 
duction too, as I ought, for a higher 
connection, the contingent prospect 
of a title, and for every other good 
thing in the scale. But my wife, I 
verily believe, not only would make 
no such deductions ; but is blind 
enough to afix no value to any excess 
of wealth beyond what is requisite, 
as | have already stated, for the com- 
fortable support of her daughters in 
the line of life in which they have been 
educated: and, in fact, regards such 
an excess, as well as higher connec. 
tions and similar good things, as abso- 
lutely undesirable, and as gilded 
snares. -She harps upon such texts as 
these :—“ Mind not high things.’”— 
“Give me neither poverty nor rich- 
€s,"——~¢ How hardly shall they that 
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have riches enter into the kingdom of 
God.”’—** Be not. conformed to this 
world,’’——* Love not the world nor the 
things of the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life.” Then she talks of the 
spirit which these texts. inculcate;-as 
if I were likely to be ignorant of it, or 
as if it were not to be accommodated to 
times and circumstances. The only 
point on which I am somewhat at a 
loss is to determine. what, in such 
cases as I have described, is the guan- 
tum of abatement, the amount of de- 
duction, which, consistentiy. with my 
character as a religious man, I may 
admit. For example, if of two sul- 
tors one is twice as wealthy as the 
other: needs he to be more than three 
fourths as religious? To abate half 
might be too much. I want therefore 
to know the proportion according to 
which deductions for various balanc- 
ing advantages are to be computed. 
The most satisfactory and compendi- 
ous method, Sir, wili be for you to 
give us your opinion on the general 
subject in one view, by drawing it up 
in the shape of a multiplication table, - 
or by arranging it in parallel columns 
like different scales of degrees afixed 
to a thermometer. A single inspec- 
tion will then remove every doubt. 
We shall instantaneously perceive the 
ratio which different good things bear 
to each other. We shall perceive, at 
a glance, in what degree a better house 
may countervail a better temper ; or 
higher connections stand in the place 
of Jowliness of mind; or a larger for- 
tune make amends for a defect of 
christian zeal; or knowledge of-the 
world be accepted as a substitute for 
insight into doctrinal truth. 
: . O. M. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
OnservinG with much pleasure the 
forward part which you have taken in 
promoting the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and the. just views which you 
entertain on that subject; I have been 
led to suppose, that you might not 
deem the inclosed communication un- 
seasonable.  Itis the journal ofa voy- 
age, which ‘I lately made in a slave 
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ship, from the coast of Africa to the 
West Indies. The journal was writ- 
ten in the form of a letter to a friend, 
without the most distant view to pub- 
lication. I have extracted what seem 
to methe most material parts of it: 
and should you be of opinion that at 
the present moment, when the legisla- 
ture is deliberating on the propriety of 
abolishing the slave trade, the simple, 
unvarnished statement of facts con- 
nected with that subject, which I now 
send you, will serve to convey any use- 
ful information to your readers, you 
are at liberty to insert it. You will 
perceive that, throughout the whole of 
the relation, I have studiously avoided 
every species of colouring or exagge- 
ration; confining myself almost en- 
tirely to the bare description of the 
scenes which it was my lot to witness. 
Should my present contribution be fa- 
vourably received, I may venture, ata 
future time, to submit to your edito- 
rial judgment some more papers of a 
Similar kind. Inthe mean time you 
will find in the. postscript, a reference 
which will enable you to obtain. satis- 
faction with respect to the genuine- 
ness and authenticity of the inclosed 
narrative. LEO AFRICANUS. 


180—, May 5. We went on board the 
Mary in the evening to view the ac- 
commodations. Captain Y told us 
we should see thata slave ship was a 
very different thing from what it had 
been represented. We _ should find 





the slaves rejoicing in their happy 


state. _Theslaves had all been put be. 
low: but he was resolved to convince 
us of the truth of his statement. He 
accordingly said a few words to the 
women, to which they replied with 
three cheers and a loud laugh. He 
went forward on the main deck; and 
spoke the same words to the men, who 
made the same reply. ‘ Now,’’ says 
he, “are you not convinced that Mr. 
Wilberforce has conceived very im- 
properly of slave ships?” The infer- 
ence was, no doubt, undeniable. He 
had had a mutiny of his people, and-an 
insurrection of his slaves: but he said 
thai 1 need be under no apprehensions 
now;. for he kept such a guard on the 
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slaves as would baffle all their efforts 
should they attempt to rise. He 
shewed me where my cot was to hang, 
and said he hoped [ should not find 
any inconvenience from a few small 
slaves sleeping below it. “ The smell 
would be unpleasant for a few days; 
but when we had got into the trade 
winds it would no longer be perceived,” 
We did not remain long on board, 
The stench, and the spectacle, and the 
conversation, did not tend to console 
us in the contemplation of our voy- 
age. 

6th. On going on board this morn. 
ing, I found another slave Captain, 
Captain. B——, in conversation with 
Captain Y “] have lost four 
slaves already,” says Y——, ‘* and all 
owing to that rascal who has palmed 
himself on me fora surgeon. . The fel- 
low has killed them, As soon as I 
get home| shall apply to Mr. Wilber- 
force toprosecute Mr. » of Liver- 
pool, who recommended him to me.”’— 
“ T have a fellow of a surgeon too,” 
says B——, “ who has killed two slaves 
for me, but I was resolved not to put up 
tamely with the loss. When he killed 
the second, I called him aft, and in- 











quired the cause of the slave’s death, 


and what medicine had been adminis- 
tered, I then asked him if the medi- 
cine which he had given was a good one. 
He said, yes, very good for that par- 
ticular complaint. I told him, I-don’t 
believe you, but I shall soon see ; and 
with that I prepared a double dose 
of it, and poured it down the rascal’s 
throat.” 

The conversation turning on the 
conduct of their officers, Captain Y—- 
related the following circumstance 
with an air of triumph. ‘I had once 
a mate who was so remiss as always to 
sleep on his watch. I gave him many 
reprimands, but to no purpose, At 
last I resolved to cure him... There- 
fore finding him.asleep one night on 
his watch, I went down for my small 
sword, and with it I pinned his ear to 
the place on which he leant.” 

At 2 P. M. the ship got under weigh 


‘and proceeded with a favourable wind. 


The slaves hada very unhealthy look, 


being meagre, dirty, and, without one: 
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exception, scorbutic. There were.on 
board in all two hundred and forty, 
viz.-oné hundred and seventy males 
and seventy females. Four slaves had 
already died. | 

7th. L observed one woman hand- 
cuffed, and inquired the cause. I 
found she had lately attempted. to 
drown herself, and had been caught 
by the leg just as she had thrown her- 
self over the side. or this misde- 
meanour she had received a severe 
punishment, and was still handcuffed 
as an example to the rest. 

About midnight I was waked by a 
sreat noise in the cabin, which arose 
from one of the girls having been 
seized with a violent. pain in her. sto- 
mach. The surgeon was called, but 
his applications. were fruitless, as she 
died in about two hours. 

8th. The men-slaves were brought 
on deck for.the first time since our sail- 
ing. They seemed exceedingly dispi. 
rited, and drooped very much: some 
of them also looked very sickly and 
proved to be so. In some of. their 
countenances there appeared a settled 
eloom, which the captain. wished to 
attribute partly to their having been 
confined below for some days, and 
partly to their.not seeing land. Both 
he and the officers seemed to think 
that they had mischief in their minds. 
While the ship was on the coast they 
had made an unsuccessful attempt to 
get possession of her. After the in- 
surrection had been quelled, the cap- 
tain, willing to shew his valour, went 
among them. with his drawn sword. 
He gave one mana blow withit, which 
broke the sword intwo. He aimed a 
blow with his fist at the temple of 
another, with the intention of knocking 
him down: but the man, turning his 
head suddenly, received the blow on 
his teeth, which so disabled the cap- 
tain’s hand, that it is doubtful whether 
he will ever recover the perfect use 
of it. The two ringleaders are now 
chained to each other by the neck ; 
besides having on the same fetters 
Which are worn by the others. 

10th. Capt. Y.: told me that there 
was once in the same employ with him- 
Self, a man of the name of K-——, since 
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dead, who cut off a boy’s éar in a fit 
of unfounded jealousy. He saw the 
boy immediately after. On the occa- 
sion of an insurrection having taken 
place on board his ship, this same 
K , {according to Captain Y-—_) 
hanged one of his slaves as an exam. 
ple to the rest. 

llth. A woman died of dysentery. 
The practice of the surgeon in this 
disorder appeared to be very errone- 
ous; no other remedies than astrin- 
gents being used. < 

15th. A woman who was lately de- 
livered of a child died. She had been 
previously reduced to a mere skeleton. 
A slave ship affords few, ot rather 
no comforts, to a woman In this state: 
The bare deck was her only. bed, and 
a scanty rug her only covering. The 
child had not yet tasted its mother’s 
milk, but had been fed with flour. It 
survived the mother only two days. 

Captain Y, told me that some 
years ago the captain of a slave ship 
had. carried off two’ native ‘women 
from Cape ——, without any just 
cause : and that he himself happening 
soon after to come to the same place, 
his people, whom he had sent ashore 
for water, were seized by the natives 
and put in irons.. A palaver was call- 
ed, and it was agreed that Captain 
Y should replace the two women, 
and that then his men should: be giv- 
en up. He did so, but the men were 
still withheld. _On this he prevailed 
with the captain of another -vessel 
lying there to assist him; and going 
ashore with a large party of armed 
men he drove the natives from the 
town and rescued his people. He 
did not know how many of the natives 
were killed in the attack. 


21st. A woman died suddenly to-day;. 
the cause not known. 

23rd. I observed to-day, as on for- 
mer occasions, several of the slaves. 
rejecting their fodd. The officer on 
duty began to threaten and shake his. 
cat at such as refused toeat. One ar- 
gument he made use of was, that if 
they did not eat they would soon be 
thrown into the sea. That argument, 
however, would probably have beén 
used in yain, had he not also shewn an 
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intention of proceeding to exercise the 
cat, The slaves then made a shew of 
eating by putting a little rice into their 
mouths; but. whenever. the officer’s 
back was turned, they threw it into the 
sea. 

24th. The captain again wanted the 
slaves to dance ; but they did not seem 
disposed to comply with his wish. He 
began to dance himself by way of set- 
ting them an example ; but they shew- 
ed no inclination to follow it till the cat 
was called for. Then, indeed, they 
began to sing and baw] and skip about. 
A sew, however, were content to have 
the caé smartly applied across their 
shoulders several. times, before they 
would so much belie their teelings as 
to make merry when their heart was 
sad. 

26th. Iwas on deck this morning 
about seven o’ clock, when some one 
in the mizen-top called out that there 
was a boy overboard. On looking 
astern, I saw a boy in the ship’s wake 
swimmipg very stoutly, though he 
was not. more than nine years old. 
The ship was going right before the 
wind with all sail set; so that there 
was little hope of recovering him. 
The people on deck, indeed, seemed 
disposed to make no exertions at all 
for. that purpose; on which I-called 
up the captain. He ordered the ship 
to be hove-to, and the beat to be hoist- 
ed out: but before that could be done 
the boy was at least two. miles astern. 
This circumstance and our. having 
Jost. sight of him, rendered it so 
impossible to recover him, that we 
resumed our course. It appeared that 
he had fallen overboard by accident. 

28th. A woman died to-day of a 
spitting of blood. 

29th. About ten o’clock in the fore- 
noon, to my great joy, the island of 
appeared in sight. The slaves set 
up a loud shout;-bat in a few seconds 
their countenatices fell. Possibly they 
thought that some great. change was 
now about to take place in their con. 
dition, and their ignorance of what it 
might be filled them with painful 
forebodings. . 

The aspect of this island is very 
béautiful ; the land being highly, culu- 
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vated, and so well inhabited as to have 
the-appearance of a continued village. 

We cast atchor about four in the 
afternoon; soon after which I took 
my Jeave of the Mary and went ashore, 
Before, however, I quit her entirely, 
I shall give you a description of the 
economy of this slave ship, together 
with such observations as I was ena- 
bled to make on the state of the slaves, 
and the mortality among them. 

The accommodations for the slaves 
were arranged in the following man. 
ner. The men’s room was immedi. 
ately below the main-deck, and ex. 
tended all the way forward from the 
main-mast. Its height below the 
beams was only four feet and a half. 
A large grating was placed over it, 
through which, while at. sea, a suffici- 
ency of air might in general be ad- 
mitted.. But in harbour or on the 
coast, where calms are frequent, the 
poor slaves confined in it must have 
often breathed a most impure and sti- 
fling atmosphere. There were, in the 
side, two or three small scutiles, or 
holes for admitting air, which were 
occasionally opened. In this room 140 
men were stowed: and certainly the 
space allotted to them was far too 
small either for comfott or health. I 
observed that, on their coming on 
deck the -second day after we had 
sailed, (they had at that time been 
four or five days below,) their looks 
were quite livid and ghastly as well 
as gloomy and dejected. 

The men were always fastened toge- 
ther two and two by means of iron 
shackles; the right leg and hand of one 
being attached to the left leg and hand 
of the other. If the weather was such 
as to admit of their coming upon 
deck, they were brought up about 
eight o’clock in the morning. Only 
two wére allowed to come up the 
hatchway at a time: and a second 
pair was not permitted to ascend un- 
til the first pair was made fast to 
a chain reaching the whole length 
of the deck, and which having been 
passed through a ring in the leg irons 
of each pair in succession, was then 


locked to a strong ring-bolt. “After 


they had all been brought on deck, 
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(one tub for ten slaves.) On a signal 
being made they all clapped their hands 
and cheered three times: after which 
they immediately began to eat. Hav- 
ing finished their meal a draught of 
water was given to each.. The first 
mate and boatswain, armed with a cat, 
have charge of the main-deck during 
this process. 

Sometimes a drum was carried on the 
main-deck, to the musick of which the 
men sung and danced. Being fixed to 
one spot, by means of the chain already 
mentioned, their dancing consisted on- 
ly of beating the deck violently with the 
foot which was at liberty. ‘They had 
two meals a day, the first between nine 
and ten: the second, which was con- 
ducted in the same way as the first, 
about four in the afternoon. Before 
sunset they were all sent down below, 
and the hatches were then locked.— 
While they were on deck their apart. 
ment was always. cleaned out: but to- 
wards morning the smell of it became 
necessarily very offensive: and it was 
still more so if the weather at any time 
prevented their being brought on deck. 

The main-deck was entirely separat- 
ed from the part of the ship abaft the 
main-mast by a strong barricade about 
ten feet high, and extending about two 
feet over the ship’s side, In this bar. 
ricade was a little door capable of ad- 
mitting one person, at which two senti. 
nels were placed during the time the 
men slaves were on deck. Four more 
were placed with loaded blunderbusses 
in their hands on the top of the barri. 
cade, above the heads of the slaves: and 
two cannons loaded with small shot 
were pointed towards the’ main-deck 
through holes cut in the barricade to 
receive them. 

A very strong bulkhead, but so form- 
ed as to admit the circulation of air, 
bounded the after-part of the men’s 
room: between which anda bulkhead 
of the same kind,which formed the fore- 
part of the women’s room, was a space 
of about ten feet, which served for a 
passage Into the hold.. Frem this se- 
cond bulkhead the women’s room ex- 
tended to the mizen-mast.. This apart. 
ment was more commodious in propor- 
tion than that of the men, as in general 
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their rice was set before them in tubs, not more than forty-five persons slept 


in it, The women were not in irons, 
one excepted, who had attempted to 
drown herself. The grating was raised 
about three feet above-the deck, and ad- 
mitted a good deal of air. The women 
were brought upon the quarter-deck 
eyery merning: but with them none of 
those precautions were used, which 
were thought necessary with the men. 
They, together with the boys and girls, 
messed on the quarter-deck in the same 
way as is described above, and were 
kept in order by the second mate arm- 
ed witha cat. They were frequently 
ordered to dance and sing ;:and being 
more at their liberty than the: men, and 
apparently less affected by their state, 
they made much more noise at this ex- 
ercise ; though it was adifficult matter 
at times to prevail on them to engage 
in it. About sunset they also were 
ordered into their place of confinement 
and the hatches locked down. 
The quarter-deck’ was: raised about 
seven feet above the main-deck, and 
extended forward so as to afford two 
additional apartments. Fhe after- 
most formed the cabin. Here) hung 
the captain’s cot and mine? and under- 
neath these, on the floor during the 
night time, lay twenty-five little girls. 
Before the cabin was another apart- 
ment, quite open forward, in which the 
first mate and surgeon hung their cots, 
and where the boys, to the number of 
twenty-nine, lay during the night. The 
ship’s company had their hammocks 
hung over the matn-deck under the 
long-boat ; on each side of which a kind 
of awning was extended a little way; 
in orderto defend them from the dews, 
The food of the slaves was boiled 
rice, over which was ponred a satrce 
called slabber sauce, made by boiling 
some pieces of scuitle fish; and perhaps 
some beef bones, in water. It- was the 
doctor’s province to see that the rice 
was properly cooked, exactly portioned 
out, and sufficiently cool. Such of the 


slaves as did not eat heartily were order 
ed to eat, and threatened with punish- 
ment if they did not: but it often ap- 
peared that those who refused to eat 
were indisposed. » The sick, especially 
those with dysentery, were kept sepa- 
Fate from the others: the men in the 
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long-boat, over which was thrown an 
awnitg; the women: under the half. 
deck: None of the slaves had any 
clothing allowed them, and they all'slept 
on the bare boards. How painful this 
bed must have been, considering the 
friction caused by ‘the incessant, and, 
at times, violent ‘motion of the ship, 
may be easily conceived. I had some 
experienceof it. Being indisposed one 
day, I lay down on the lockers in the 
cabin, without a mattress under me; 
in consequence of which before night 1 
had the skin rubbed off my hip bones, 
and my flesh in many places much 
bruised. The slaves, I believe, are 
more accustomed to hard beds than I 
was: but the friction caused by the mo- 
tion of the ship must have been as new 
to them as to me, and it was that which 
chiefly incommoded me. _ 

From the above account you will con- 


eeive that my situation could not have. 


been a pleasantone. - During the night 
I hung over a crowd of slaves huddled 
together on the floor, whose stench at 
times was almost beyond endurance. 
During the day, indeed, I had the cabin 
a good deal to myself: but the noise of 
the slaves on deck was excessive, espe- 
cially when they were dancing. There 
was no possibility. of my having any ex- 
ercise, as the quarter.deck was so fully 
occupied by the slaves during the day, 
as to render it difficult to move without 
treading on them. But ifeven in health 
my situation was unpleasant, it was still 
more so when I happened, as was fre- 
quently the case, to be much indispos- 
ed, The dissatisfaction, however, 
which was ready to arise on such occa. 
sions received a check from consider- 
ing that, if: my. state, possessed as I was 
of so many superior comforts ; cheered 
by the hope of soon beholding friends 
who were dear to me; with. various 
means in my power of amusing. my 
thoughts and alleviating my sufferings ; 
with the consolations also arising from 
religion to support, as well as to soothe 
the mind : if my state, under all these 
favourable circumstances was so un- 
comfortable, what must their’s have 
been whom I saw around me, extended 
naked on the bare boards ; fettered with 
irons ; deprived of every mean of chas- 
ing away the gloom of confinement ; 
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unable when sick to reveal the calulse 
of their complaints ; strangers to any 
measure of that blessed and heart 
cheering hope which makes the slave 
a freeman; ignorant of the fate which 
awaited them; filled with fears either 
of a horrid death or a cruel servitude ; 
and, without the most distant prospect 
of cyer visiting their native land, or of 
beholding the face of one of those 
friends or relatives from whom they 
had been forcibly torn. Itseems scarcely 
possible for the imagination to conceive 
a state of more unmitigated suffering 
than their’s. Their cupis full of pure, 
unmingled sorrow :-the bitterness of 
which is unallayed by almost a single 
ray of hope. Let us who, though 
christians, areapt to be galled and fretted 
by every disappointment ofour wishes, 
and to feel-the risings of peevish- 
ness and resentment even on some 
momentary privation of our accustomed 
enjoyments ; look at the extremity of 
wretchedness which these are fated to 
endure. And what are we more than 
these ? Do not we labour under the same 
.curse ? Are we not by nature heirs of 
the same wrath and condemnation? And 
are not these also; even these, abject 
as they seem, the purchase of a Sua- 
viour’s blood, and * graven on the palms 
of his hands ‘” Though to us unsearch- 
able and past finding out, yet known 
unto thee, O Lord; are all thy works, 
not only from the beginning of the 
world, but also to the end of time: and 
from thy word, which is the fountain of 
truth, do we draw the hope that even 
these miserable outcasts from the com- 
mon rights of. humanity and their pos- 
terity, though brought forth with weep- 
ing, and thus led on through the deep 
waters of affliction and cruel bondage, 
may yet come as the redeemed of the 
Lord to Zion with songs and everlast- 
ing joy upon their heads. _Hasten, O 
rd, a consummation so devoutly to 
be wished ! 

It certainly appeared to be the cap- 
tain’s wish to make the situation of the 
slaves comfortable. He complained; 
however, and not without. reason, that 
his wishes were badly seconded by his 
officers. He took pains to raise their 
spirits by giving them to understand, 


as well as he could, what a fine coun- 
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try they were going to, how well they 
would be treated, and how much better 
off they would be there than in Africa. 
One of the men once very shrewdly 
observed, ** We have your word for it, 
and be it true or false we must take 
it’’ He was’at great pains likewise 
in inducing them to take exercise, 
which they did, often with much retuc- 
tance. He himself, however, never 
employed harsher measures, till en- 
treaty and example had failed, and even 
then he used the cat sparingly, choos- 
ing rather to tempr. them with a dis. 
play of beads, &c. which with the wo. 
men and girls was sometimes effectual. 
He paid in getieral a ready attention to 
their complaints, and seemed desirous 
of finding them out. Buthis efforts to 
render theif situation agreeable to them 
were not attended with any success. 
An air of dejection appeared in the fa- 
ces of most of them, and even of many 
of the young: and he himself used to 
observe, with expressions of regret, 
that I could not have had a view of a 
slave ship under worse circumstances, 
for that he had neverseen any so gloo- 
my atid dejectec. The slaves were, 
in general, éxceedingly thin, and all of 
them were covered with disagreeable 
eruptions. They were very averse to 
any kind of exercise ; and when they 
danced their whole aim seemed to be 
to make noise enough to please the 
captain, who they perceived to favour 
those most who danced most and sung 
loudest. On this account the two men 
with the chain round their necks al- 
ways exerted themselves very conspic- 
uously in the dance,in the hope of being 
liberated: they continued, however, 
to wear it till we got to the end of our 
voyage. The songs which accompa- 
nicd their dancing consisted only of 
One stanza, constantly repeated and 
loudly vociferated, and had little music 
inthem. Some of the women used to 
sing very- sweetly, and in a plaintive 
tone, when left to themselves. The 
subject of their songs I could not learn. 
Many of the men had on their counte- 
Nances a fixed gloom which nothing 
succeeded toremove,and which formed 
a melancholy contrast to the dance and 
song they were forced to practise. A 
Christ. Obsery. No. 30, 
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few of the women appeared totally un- 
concerned, but many of them far other- | 
wise. These kept themselves -aloof, 
(at least as much as was possible,) from 
such as were more noisy, and when 
forced to join in the dance, or in the 
cheers, which preceded their meals, 
they seemed to feel an indignation 
which long continued habit could not 
repress, at being forced to behave so 
childishly. I was deprived of every 
opportunity of conversing with any of 
them, there being no one on board who 
could interpret any more of their lan- 
guage than was necessary to make 
known ordinary wants, and to prefer 
common requests. The state of slaves 
in a slave ship is mecessari/y wretched 
and these appeared to feel its miseries 
with full force. Men loaded with irons, 
guarded by fire-arms, and ignorant of 
their destination, must have been more 
or less than men had they been cheer- 
ful. To expect that, subjected as they 
all were to the pain of sleeping; with- 
out covering of any kind, on a hard 
plank ina rolling ship; and ina place 
where the stench for three-fourths of 
the night was truly horrid > stung too 
as they must be by the bitter recollec- 
tion of the country and connections 
from which they were violently sepa- 
rated, and tortured by doubts and fears 
of what might still befall them: ever 
to expect, I say, that in such a state 
they should be otherwise than wretched, 
appears in the highest degree unnat+ 
ural and absurd. An attempt at insure 
rection by the men, an attempt at sui- 
cide by one of the women, the precau- 
tions which are multiplied to keep 
them from injuring themselves or their 
keepers, the anxious search which is 
renewed day after day over their apart- 
ments for edged tools, would form a 
sufficiently strong evidence of the light 
in which Africans regard the hold of a 
slave ship, even if no indication of their 
feelings appeared in their looks ;. and, 
independent of every other circume 
stance, would sufficiently disprove the 


‘accounts which have been hardily 


brought forward respecting the de- 
lights of the middle passage. 
The mortality on board was consides 


rable. In the short space of seven 
224. 
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weeks twelve slaves had died, of whom 
eight died during the three weeks I 
was on board: and] left them ina very 
sickly state. This was a mortality of 
no less than. five per cent. in seven 
weeks; and, though moderate in com- 
parison of the mortality on board some 
ships, yet was it sufficient to unpeople 
the earth in less than three years,were 
it general. One cause of mortality was 
the badness of the water, which in 
consequence of the casks having been 
badiy cleaned had so nauseous a smell 
that I was obliged to confine myself to 
malt liquor as abeverage. The water 
was so putrid, that its being boiled and 
mixed with wine, or tea, or coffee, could 
not disguise its taste. 

One of the slaves who died was the 
woman who had been delivered on 
board. This poor creature’s state was 
pitiable beyond description, fur she had 
the same. disadvantages to struggle 
with asthe other slaves. She pined 
away till she was worn down to a mere 


_ shadow; and the day on which she died, 


I observed them opening her mouth 
and pouring down her throat the nour- 
ishment which she had not strength 
nor inclination to take. The child sur- 
vived its mother only a day, but I do 
not reckon it in the account of mortal- 
ity. The medical practice on board 
was certainly very faulty, and probably 
contributed tothe mortality ; but it was 
plain that there was an indifference to 
life,or rather an absolute distaste for it 
in the patients themselves. 

The captain’s behaviour towards me 
was very civil and attentive; and dur- 
ing my illness he was constant in his 
inquiries and in his offers of service. 
He paid me the compliment never once 
to swear while I was on board, and he 
also repressed the practice among the 
officers and seamen. I say he paid me 
the compliment, because I observed, 
after we went ashore, that he was much 
addicted to that vice. He was extreme- 
ly anxious to explain every transaction, 
as if I were sitting in judgment on what 
passed around me; and. he was ready 
1o construe a question, nay even a look, 
into an act of accusation, which re- 
quired that he should set himself on his 
defence. Though this extreme eager. 
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ness to justify himself was by no means 
pleasant to me, yet I believe that it 
proved a salutary restraint on his pas- 
sions, which I had occasion to know 
were not of the most placid kind; and 
was thus a mean of rendering the state 
both of slaves and seamen,on the whole, 
more comfortable than it would other- 
wise have been. <A great part of the 
ill usage (perhaps the greatest part) 
which befals seamen in this trade, ari- 
ses, I apprehend, not so much from a 
preconcerted system of tyranny and op- 
pression, as from the sudden and vio- 
lent ebullition of ungoverned passion. 

Iam confirmed in my belief, that 
my presence, during the three weeks 
I was on board,had a salutary influence 
on his conduct, because his behaviour 
towards his seamen is considered even 
by his brother slave traders as a great 
blotin his character, and also because 
the men who had mutinied a few days 
before I came on board shewed no dis- 
position to make any concession even 
when in sight of aman of war. Nay, 
so eager were they to get from under 
his power, that eight of them swam on 
board a frigate, which lay in the har- 
bour, at the risk of being devoured by 
sharks, and with a certainty of receiv- 
ing only one-fourth of their present 
wages, Three seamen had died, and 
many more were sickly. The greatest 
disadvantage they had to struggle with, 
was the want of a proper placeto sleep 
in. Their hammocks hung over the 
main-deck, below the long-boat ; to 
which was added on each side a piece 
ofanawning. This might keep off dews 
ina calm night, but could not prevent 
the damp night air and rain from reach- 
ing them, particularly while the wind 
was high, asit almost always was at sea. 

Captain Y , as I mentioned be- 
fore, appeared on ail occasions very 
eager to justify himself. But not con- 
tent with justifying himself, he under- 
took also to justify the slave trade. 
On every thing, however; which res- 
pected eventhe African part of the bu- 
siness, he acknowledged himself to be 
almost entirely ignorant. He said 1t 





was next to an impossibility fora slave 
captain to procure correct information 
as to the cause of the slavery of those 
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whom he purchased. He could not 
speak the language of the slave, and 
were he to question the African trader 
about it, he would be thought to doubt 
the trader’s right to sell; and the reply 
would be, ** What you want to know 
for? You no come to buy slave ? Sup- 
pose you no want to buy him, tell me ; 
I must go t’other ship.’ Captain Y— 
told me, on one occasion, that he would 
prove the trade just. “ Slavery has ex- 
isted almost since the beginning of the 
world.’ True. Murder is still more 
ancient, and of course more just. “Does 
not England send slaves to Botany 
Bey?” Yes; as a punishment justly 
incurred, for crimes clearly proved, 
and previously defined. “ The African 
laws and African punishments are 
equally just with ours ; besides, what 
right have we to make laws for Africa, 
or to try to alter those which now ex. 
ist there? Red water laws then are 
just? Punishments for witchcraft are 
just? The enslaving of wives and. chil- 
dren for the crime of husbands and 
parents is just? Kidnapping is just?! 
&c. &c. Besides, the object of aboli- 
tionists is not to make laws for Africa, 
but to prevent Englishmen from ex- 
citing, encouraging, and abetting Afri- 
can injustice and African violence. 
*‘ The slave trade isthe happiest thing 
in the world for Africans. At home 
they are without natural affection,liars, 
and thieves ; without a spark of hon- 
esty Or gratitude; they live also in 
misery. By going to a christian coun- 
try they acquire good dispositions, and 
come to know their duty. Besides you 
see how happy some of them are on 
board ship, and they are still happier 
inthe West Indies.’’ Allowing all this 
to be true, (though I know it to be most 
untrue,) it proves in no degree thejus- 
tice of the trade,which was the point at 
issue. If the trade be unjust, no good 
effects will justify it. You express 
respect for the decisions of scripture. 
It says we are not to do evil that good 
May come. “It is avery good thing 


to be religious, but I have no notion of 
being righteous over much: My con- 
science does not reproach me, for my 


maxim always is fo do unto others ae I 
would be done by.” 


It is a good max. 
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im, and I think were you to follow it to 


“its full extent, you would soon abandon 


the slave trade. He seemed sensible 

of this consequence and shifted his 

ground. “ You allow the authority of 

scripture. How then can you say the 

trade is unjust, when God gives the 

Jews directions for the treatment of 
slaves, thereby giving slavery his sanc- 

tion ?”? God may do as he pleases, and 

he is the only judge of his own actions. 

We are to imitate bis moral perfec- 

tions, not his particular actions. For 

instance, he puts to death whom he 

will; but will that justify the crime of 
murder? He saw fit judicially to pun- 
ish some nations, but will that justify 

us in inflicting hardships on our fellow- 

creatures to gratify our avarice? Sup- 
pose the Almighty were in some spe- 

cific instance to tell one man to put 
another to death, that particular injunc- 
tion would not annul the positive pre- 
cept against murder. “No, I allow 
it.” Neither will any particular direc- 
tion of the Almighty any more exone- 
rate.us from the obligation of obedi- 
ence to general precepts, than the sen- 
tence of death pronounced by a judge 
will relieve us from the necessity of 
keeping the law which prohibits our 
taking away the life of our neighbour. 
‘¢ No,! allow it.” The directions there- 
fore given to the Jews will not excul- 
pate slave traders from the guilt of vio- 
lating those commands, the violation of 
which constitutes injustice. “ Aye, aye, 
but that is not our affair. Let theAfri- 

cans themselves look to that: our part 
of the business is fair, and honest, and 
just.” But you, at least, knowingly 
encourage and promote injustice,which 
is the same thing.. The receiver is 
universally acknowledged to be as bad, 
nay, worse than the thief. “But I have 
no proof that the trade is unjust: I 
cannot, therefore, be sure that it is; if 
I were sure, [ should give it up. Ion- 
ly doubt.” Apply then those passa- 
ges, ‘He that doubteth is damned if 
he eat,’’—“ whatsoever is not of faith 
is sin.” “TI say again, the justice or 
injustice is not my affair. If there be 
evil in the trade, let the parliament, 
who first encouraged it,bearthe blame... 
I shall be content at least to wait their 
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time; trusting that they are wiser men 
than me.” 

The above is almost verbatim one of 
many conversations which passed on 
this subject. 

P. S. It may seem strange, Mr. Edi- 
tor, that on a subject calculated to set 
in motion every feeling of humanity, 
and to justify a more than ordinary de- 
gree of warmth, my narrative should 
be so coidiy given. But it was written 
for the information of a great lover of 
plain matter of fact, who was already a 
zealous enemy to the slave trade: and 
[thought it best not to alter it in any 
respect, on sending it to you. 


— Ee 


FRAGMENTS. 
COMPONENT PARTS OF A TRUE CHURCH. 


Mr. DauBeny, in his Appendix to the 
Guide to the Church, p. 404, thus ex- 
presses jhimself—“ 1 mean neither to 
disparage nor offend-you, when I take 
upon me to assert, that you are buta 
sciolist in theology, if you are yet to 
jearn that, however bold the position 
may seem, that may be a frue Church 
in which the pure word of God is not 
preached.’’ Let this passage be com- 
pared with the following extracted 
from the Second Part of the Homily for 
Whit-Sunday, and it will evidently ap- 
pear that Mr. Daubeny does not agree 
so exactly with our reformers on this 
point as he would be thought to do. 
«The true Church,” says the Ho- 
mily, “ is an universal congregation or 


fellowship of God’s faithful and elect - 


people, built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the head corner-stone. 
And it hath a/ways three notes or marks 
whereby it is known; fure and sound 
doctrine, the sacraments ministered ac- 
cording to Christ’s holy institution, and 
the right use of ecclesiastical disci- 
pline. This description of the church 


is agreeable both to the scriptures of 


God, and also to the doctrine of the an. 
cient fathers, so that none may justly 
find fault therewith?’ Was Mr. Dau- 


beny aware of this declaration of our 
reformers, when he attacked the Chris- 
tian Observer as heretical, for asserting 
the identical proposition which is con- 
tained in it ? 





Fragments—-Fidelity and Aitachment of a Negro, &c. 





June, 


SINGULAR AND AUTHENTIC INSTANCE OF FL 
DELITY AND GRATEFUL ATTACHMENT INA 
NEGRO. 


A gentleman of respectability, Dr. 
> Was lately confined for some 
time in the King’s Bench Prison, while 
his fortune, involved in a chancery suit, 
was unjustly withheld from him. ~ Dur. 
ing this distressing period, he was 
obliged by poverty to tell his negro ser- 
vant that, however repugnant to his 
feelings, they must part: his pecuniary 
difficulties being now such that he was 
unable to provide himself with the ne- 
cessaries of life. The negro, well 
known in the King’s Bench_ prison 
by the name of Bob, replied with affec- 
tlonate warmth, ‘*No massa, we will 
never part! many a year have you kept 
me, and now [ will keep you.” Ac- 
cordingly Bols went out to work*as a 
day labourer, and, at the end of every 
week, faithfully brought his earnings to 
his master. These proved sufficient 
for their support, until the recent de- 
cision of the chancery suit, by which 
Doctor L—— obtained an award of 
€.30,000.. It ought to be added to 
the Doctor’s honour, that he has settled 
a handsome annuity for life on this 
faithful negro. 


SATIRE ON THE CLERGY OF THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT. 

An advertisement for the exchange 
of some Church Preferment, inserted in 
the Morning Herald of the 13th instant, 
concludes with these words, “ Toa 
sfortsman, the. property offered holds 
forth many advantages.” 


NAMES OF REPROACH. | 

During the three first centuries of 
the christian era, CurisTIAN was the 
great term of reproach, and in the esti- 
mation of the persecutors of christiani- 
ty, it proved a sufficient substitution for 
evidence and argument. The _irreli- 
gious world now assumes the name of 
CHRISTIAN, andit has, therefore, ceased 
to be infamous ; but its place has been 
successively supplied by the words 
LotuarD, Purrran, Piztrest,and ME- 
THODIST. | 


REASONING EMPLOYED BY CELSUS AGAINST 
CHRISTIANS OF HIS DAY. 


‘This author wrote about the close of 








4,804. ] 


the second century, and a more virulent 
enemy of christianity never existed. A 


few extracts from his writings will 


serve to Satisfy the attentive reader, 
that there is little new in the calumnies 
which have been employed, and in the 
spirit which has been manifested, by 
some modern divines and some modern 
reviewers, in conducting their attacks 
on those of their ‘clérical brethren, 
whose ministerial zeal appears to them 
to be excessive. “ You encourage sin- 
ners,” observes this Pagan writer ; 
because you are not able to persuade 
any. really good mien, therefore you 
open the door to the most wicked -and 
abandoned.”?—~** Some of them say, do 
not examine but believe, and thy faith 
shali save thee ;”—* All wise men are 


Review of Cooper's Sermons, 
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excluded from the doctrine of their 
faith : they call to it only fools and men 
of a servile spirit.”"— The preachers 
of their divine word only attempt to 
persuade fools, mean and senseless per- 
sons, slaves, women, and children.”— 
“ In other mysteries, the cryer uses to 
say, whoever has clean hands, and a 
good conscience, and a good life, let 
him come in. But let us hear whom 
they call. ‘-Whoever is a sinner, a 
fool, an infant, a lost wretch, the king- 
dom of God will receive him.’—‘ An 
unjust man, if he humble himself for 
his crimes, God will receive him; but 
a just man, who has procéeded in a 
course of virtue from the beginning, 


if he look up to him he will not be re- 
ceived,’ ” 


REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


CLXAI. Review of Coorer’s Sermons. 


(Contixiued from p. 295.) 


Tre fourth sermon states * the scrip- 
tural Doctrine of Human Corruption, 
and of the Renewal of the Heart to 
Holiness.” In demonstrating the first 
of these points, Mr, Cooper obviates, 
by scriptural arguments, the miscon- 
ception§ which prevail on the subject 
as to the sea?, the degree, and the extent, 
of the disorder. Human corruption, 
he contends, is radica/, total, universal. 


“ The heart of the sons of men is full of evil, 
Not the streams alone are filthy and defiled ; 
but the fountain is polluted. The. disease is 
not merely external, Not the extremities only 
are affected. The bloodis tamted.. The very 
Vitals are unsound. The corruption is a radi- 
cal corruption.” (p. 87.) 

‘‘ The corruption is not only radical, but to- 
tal. The propensity to evil, far from. being 
counteracted by contrary dispositions, natural- 
ly experiences no check. The examples ad- 
duced prove nothing to the purpose for which 
they are advanced... Generosity, gratitude, 
fidelity, and the exercise of many other pleas- 
ing qualities between man and man; the spon- 
taneous applause of virtue and morality; the 
decided condemnation of immorality and 
vice, may all exist, without any.tendency in 
man to. what is trudy good. They are not ne- 
cessarily connected with any inward principle 
of goodness, in the scriptural meaning of the 
word, For whatis goodness, as opposed to 
evil in the text ? It is liness: Jt is holi- 
ness. Jt is a spiritual conformity to the law, 
to the will, to the image of the Almighty, 


Goodness, thas considered, far from maintain- 
ing a preponderating infiuence in the heart, is 
utterly excluded. Evil alone exists andreigns 
within. Is not such the universal language of 
the word of truth? Whatsays the apostle? Z 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh, ) dwelleth 
no. good thing. Is it not emphatically said, 
that the carnal mind is enmity against God ? 
In what light does the Almighty, before 
whom ail things are naked and opened, view the” 
human heart ? He. sees that every imagination 
of the thoughts of man’s heart 4s only evil con- 
tinually. Can ‘words more strongly and copi- 
ously. depict the total depravity of man? Ob- 
serve the force and fulness of the expressions. — 
The thoughts of man’s heart ; the imaginations 
of the thoughts of his heart, are evil :° evil 
without exception, for it is every imagination. 
which is evil: evil without any intermixture 
of good, for it ‘is only evil: evil without any 
a eat ity for it is evil continually.” . (p. 89 
—91. 


In opposition to those who would 
confine the strong language of scrip- 
ture, respecting human corruption, to 
the Antediluvian or Gentile world, Mr. 
Cooper. satisfactorily establishes | its 


universal application. He thus closes 
the argument on this point. 


“If,” says Mr. Cooper, “as the scriptures 
teach, without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord; then every text, which points out the 
nature and extent of human corruption, points 
out’ by implication the nature and extent of 
that moral change, which man must undergo. 
And it will on examination be found, that 
every erroneous sentiment which prevails with 
respect to the nature and extent of this moral 
change, exactly corresponds with the miscon- 
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ceptions previously entertained on the subject 
of human corruption.” (p. 96—97.) 

Having pursued the examination 
through several pages, and exploded 
that fashionable tenet which likewise 
represents the strong declarations of 
holy writ, respecting the renovation 
of the heart, as those in which we 
have no concern, the author thus con- 
cisely and forcibly expresses the sub- 
stance of his reasoning upon the sub- 
ject. 


“If the beart of the sons of men be full of 


evil ; must not the heart of the sons of men 
be renewed to holiness ? If the disease be gene- 


ral, must not the cure be general? If thas 


which is born of the flesh be flesh, must not 
every child of Adam be born again, or be for 
ever excluded from the mansions of the 


blessed ? Is not this the express assertion of 


our Lord? Except a man be born again, he 
cannot sce the kingdom of God:”* 1s any dis- 
tinction stated ? Is any limitation intimated ? 
Can any individual of the human race plead 
an exemption from this comprehensive decla- 


ration? If every man naturally engendered of 


the offspring of Adam be carnal, marvel not 
that ye must be born again.” (p. 102—103.) 

Having pressed upon his readers 
the duty of receiving with gratitude 
these scriptural details of our natural 


- depravity, as so many proofs of the 
‘paternal love and tender solicitude of 


Him who desireth not the death of a 
sinner, but rather that he should turn 


from his wickedness and live, (p. 105) 


the author terminates this discourse 
with a striking and energetic exhorta- 
tion, enforcing their application on 
the consciences of his readers. 


« Let us compare our hearts with the word 
of God. While we read with attention the 
statement there delivered of man’s depravity, 
let us observe whether we do not find a cor- 
responding depravity within our own bosoms : 
whether we do not find with respect to spiri- 
tual things, that blindness in the understand- 
ing ; that perverseness in the will; that un- 
governableness in the affections; that impurity 
in the imagination; that vanity in the mind; 
above ail, that alienation of the heart from 
God, which the scriptures designate as cha- 
racteristic of fallen man, Let us examine 
ourselves in one single instance. Ifour hearts 
be not alienated from God, communion with 
him will be our chief delight: prayér and 
praise will be the natural language of our 
souls. But does this on experience prove to 
be the case ? On the contrary, what indispo- 
sition do we not feel to such ‘holy exercises? 
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What backwardness in commencing them? 
What dulness and formality in parfortaing 
them ? How difficult, nay how impossible do 
we find it, with all our waichfulness, with all 
the force which we are able to apply, to main- 
tain for the shortest period, and even on the 
most solemn occasions, an undivided atten. 
tion, a spiritual frame of mind ? Can we then 
doubt of the native efmity of our hearts to 
God? Does not the very necessity of applying 
force to the mind, shew what is ‘its inherent 
tendency ; in what direction the current, if not 
opposed, would naturally flow ? 

_ * Nor let us rest satisfied with this convic. 
tion. Let our experience of the violence and 
of the inveteracy of the malady, lead us ear. 
nestly to seek for help from Him who alone 
can heal our disordered souls. — Is not this 
the great improvement which we are required 
to make of the information vouchsafed? To 
bring us humbly unto God for the renovation 
of our corrupt nature; is not this the great 
practical end, which the conviction of our na- 
tural corruption is intended to promote? He 
who alone searcheth the heart, alone can re- 
new it unto holiness. To him then let us ap- 
ply for the blessing. We have the strongest 
assurances, that our application shall not be in 
vain.” (p. 107-108 ) 


We have given so copious an ac- 
count of the preceding discourses, 
that we shall be obliged greatly to li. 
mit our review of those that remain. 
We trust, however, that the short no- 
tice which we mean to take of each 
will serve to stimulate our readers to 
a perusal of the whole work, a labour 
which we can assure them will be 
amply rewarded. ° 

The fifth sermon is “On the Gift 
of the Spirit.” After demonstrating 
that the spirit, by whose agency alone 
our souls can be renewed, is entirely 
the gilt of God; Mr. Cooper shews 
that: prayer is the appointed instru- 
ment. for obtaining that gift. “The 
gifts and privileges of the gospel are 
freely offered to all: but to whom are 
they frromised? To those who seek 
them by faith and_ prayer.”—* Nor 
can we sufficiently admire the wis- 
dom of that appointment. It consults 
at once the bonour of God and the 
infirmity of man. It leaves to God 


the whole glory of supplying our ne- 
cessities : and it constitutes a test of 
our humility, of our faith, and of oar 
obedience :” while, at the same time, 
its success and efficacy are undoubted, 
being confirmed by the uniform testl- 
mopy of scripture, The application 
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of this subject is peculiarly animated 
and impressive. 

The sixth sermon is “On the Dan- 
ecr of being corrupted from the Sim- 
plicity that is in Christ.” The charac- 
ter of this christian simplicity Mr. 
Cooper has delineated with much dis- 
criminauon. f 


«« Simplicity is the essence and the ornament 
of the Christian character, It implies an open 
and artless disposition, free from all deceit and 
hypocrisy.”—* It denotes a holy ipability to 
plan, or to accomplish any evil design.”—* It 
comprehends an humble and a teachable mind, 
divested of prejudice and pride; a plain and 
an unaffected behaviour, exempt from vanity 
and ostentation; and a singleness of heart to- 
wards God ;”-—** In opposition to that doudble- 
mindedness condemned by St. James, which 
aims at combining Contrary interests, at serv- 
ing at the same time both God and Mammon. 

* But further, the Simplicity that is in Christ, 
may be understood more especially to denote 
that simplicity of dependence on him and of 
obedience to the Divine Law which his reli- 
gion prescribes, 

“ Simplicity of dependence on Christ is one 
of the distinguishing features of the true 
Christian. All other persons place their de- 
pendence on some other foundation ; on some 
quality, or supposed excellence in themselves : 
on their own wisdom, and prudence ; on the 
goodness of their own heart; on their own 
strength and resolutions; on the merit of 
their services, at least on the sincerity of their 
obedience. Or. if they do take Christ into 
their scheme, and build upon him; yet they 
build upon him only in part, in conjunction 
with some of these other foundations. They 
build on Christ, and on themselves too; and 
in some degree will share with him in the ho- 
nour of their salvation.. But the true Chris- 
tian depends on Christ alone. He builds on 
this foundation, and on no other besides. It is 
on Christ’s merits alone, and not on his own, 
either in the whole or in part, that he relies.” 
— He has innumerable sins which need for- 
giveness, and he feels that he cannot stayd be- 
fore God in judgment ; but he relies with full 
security on the faithful declaration, Te blood 
of Sesus Christ cleanseth from all sin. He 
has many difficulties to be overcome, many 
enemies to be encountered, many lusts to be 
subdued; but he confides on the promise of 
his Lord, My grace is sufficient fur thee. In 
shoyt, he exclaims with the Psalmist, JZ will 
go in the strength of the Lord God: I will 
make mention of thy righteousness, even of 
thine only. 

“Simplicity of obedience is another distin- 
Suishing feature of the true Christian. As 
he'takes the promises of God for his depen- 
dence, so he takes the precepts of God for his 
rule. He does not, presume to call in ques- 
tion the reasonableness, the propriety, or the 
Justice of any of the divine commandments, 
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He does not search out for arguments to jus- 


tify his neglect or his violation of them. He 
does not plead the strictness of the law, the 
strength of the temptation, or his own weak- 
ness, as any excuse for his disobedience, or 
any extenuation of his guilt. It is his prevail- 
ing endeavour and constant prayer, that no 
re to his own private ease or interest, no 
ear of the reproach or ridicule of the world, 





~“Pmay deter bim from a conscientious discharge 


ot his duty. His judgment is liable to error ; 
but his heart is right witli God. He may not’ 
always clearly discern the path which he 
ought to choose; but when this is once disco- 
vered, be it thorny, rough, and steep, he hesi- 
tates not to follow it.” (p, 143—147.) 


Fhe nature of this christian grace, 
and the danger to which christians are 
exposed of being corrupted from it, 
Mr. Cooper then illustrates, at some 
length, by a teference to the opposite 
conduct which Abraham and Saul ob- 
served in circumstances of trial and dif- 
ficulty, and to the manner in which the 
serpent deguiled Eve by his subtilty. 

‘The seventh sermon is entitled, 
“ Christ’s Yoke an easy Yoke; ‘and 
the eighth, “* Chrisv’s Burden a light 
Burden.”? Both these discourses are 
calculated to be eminently useful, and 
we wish we could venture to give a 
more detailed view of them. Inthe for- 
mer the author judiciously cautions his 
readers against the delusion of the Ans 
tinomian, who separates practical. boli- 
ness from christian faith. And whence, 
he asks, does this error originate ? 


“* Not as you imagine from a zeal for Christ 
and for his gospel: but from the carnal state 
of your own heart. You have no relish for 
his pure and spiritual commandments ; there- 
fore you cast them bebind your back. You hate 
his law, because it doth not prophesy good con- 
cerning you but evil. - You secretly feel that it 
condemns your thoughts, your tempers, your 
practices, your intentions, your desires, You 
know that if conformity to this holy standard 
be the test of your interest in the Redeemer’s 
bloed, you must be forced to conclude against 
yourselves, Hence you seek to substitute new 
tests, new standards. Hence you trample on 
that law, which the whole dispensation of the 
gospelis intendcd to establish. Hence you are 
led'in fact to adopt the sentiments of the most 
determined adversaries of Christ. Let us 
break bis bonds asunder, and cast away his cords 
You are yetin the flesh. Here lies 
the root of the whole evil. You have never 
experienced the renewing influence of divine 
grace. Pray then that your heart may be 
changed. Pray for deliverance from the yoke 
of Sin and Satan. Pray to the Son to mage 


you free indeed, by putting his Spirit within 
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you ; for where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty. Seek to have the law written in 


your hearts ; and you will then fully compre- 


hend the meaning of the text, My yoke is easy.” * 


(p. 186, 187) 


He then with equal ability combats 
a contrary error into which sull greater 
numbers fall, and which, we are sorry 
io say, is upheld even by some great 
names in the church. “They talk of 
a mitigated law. They speak as if the 
great blessing which the gospel was in- 
tended to convey, is the introduction of 
a’ less rigorous and extensive rule of 
practice.” 


**¢ Man,’ (they cry) ‘is weak and God is 
metciful. He knoweth our frame, He re- 
membereth that we are but dust. The voke 
of Christ is easy. He has purchased for us 
easier terms of acceptance. . In conformity to 


our fallen nature he bas relaxed the severity | 


of his demands ; has established a milder code 
of laws, and will be satisfied with a far less 
scrupulous obedience. If we ate but sincere 
according to our abilities, our imperfect servi- 
ces, through the merits of our Redeemer, will 
be accounted for righteousness.’ 

** But,” adds Mr. Cooper, * are such asser- 
tions to be tolerated? Are they less false and 
dangerous than the sentiments which have 
already been cembated? Mercy no doubt is 
one of the most glorious attributes of the Al- 
mighty. But does he exercise it at the ex- 
pense of his holiness andtruth? Did not the 
Son of God undertake to magnify the law, and 
‘mate it honourable? Do not the opinions in 
question tend to degrade and vilify it?) What 
<lo they advance as the standard of obedience ? 
Not the holy and immutable law of the Crea- 
tor, but the corrupt and changeable nature of 
the creature. Nay, every man’s supposed 
ability becomee the rule of his moral practice. 
And where will the evils of such a system ter- 
minate? “Let this rule be once established, 
and who is there that will be destitute of an 
excuse for sin?) The more deeply the sin- 
ner has plunged into iniquity, the more fully 
he has incapacitated himself for obedience ; 
the less obedience he will be required to pay ; 
the greater indulgence he Will experience. 

** My brethren, investigate this matter with 
attention. You will find that the notions of a 
mitigated law. are most derogatory to the 
honour of God, most destructive to the prac- 
‘tice of holiness. The advocates for this sys- 
tem, however they may disclaim the intention, 


are in fact subverters at once of the law and’ 


ofthe gospel. They are equally implicated in 


the charge of substituting new standards of 


obedience ; and thus far they eventually rank 


with the more open opposers of the law.” 
(p. 188—190.) : 


The ninth sermon in which “The 
Danger ofa Worldly Spirit is illustrated 
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by the History of Lot,” is replete with 
important practical instruction, 

The tenth is “On the Design and 
Duties of the Sabbath.” After shewing 
that the sabbath was a divine appoint- 
ment made for man, for his advantage 
and happiness ; and principally intend- 


‘ed to promote the salvation of the soul ; 


he strenuously enforces the obligation 
of christians to observe this holy day, 
and points out likewise the proper man- 
ner of observing it.. By the command, 
keep holy the sabbath day, whatever em- 
ploy ments contribute to further the sal. 
vation of the-soul, the great end of the 


‘institution, are enjoined to be practised ; 


and whatever employments tend to im- 
pede er to counteract this design, with 
the exception of works of necessity and 
mercy, ate forbidden to be practised. 
On this principle, worldly business, as 
well as worldly pleasures and amuse- 
ments, and all sensual enjoyments, are 
violations of the holy rest of this day. 
But to the christian it is, nevertheless, 
a source of the most pure enjoyment. 
Pouring out his heart before God in 
penitent confessions and earnest prayer ; 
meditating on the love of Christ, join- 
ing in edifying discourse ; instructing 
the ignorant, strengthening the weak ; 
relieving the indigent, are some of the 
delightful exercises to whigh the recur- 
rence of this day invites him. And 
surely one day thus spent is better than 
a thousand consumed in ungodliness 
and sin. There cannot, indeed, be a 
surer proof of the alienation of the heart 
from God afid religion, than a distaste 
or disinclination for the peculiar duties 
of the sabbath. Some judicious and 
seasonable cautions are subjoined by 
Mr. Cooper for the benefit of those who 
mistake the means of grace for the end 
proposed by them: or who suffer pub- 
lic ordinances to engross so large a pot~ 
tion of the day as not to allow time for 
private prayer, self-examination, and 
the study of the Bible. 

The eleventh sermon On the Dan- 
ger and Misery of Self-deception,”’ 1s 
an able elucidation of the account given, 
(Matt. xix. 16;) of the young man who 
came to inquire what he should do that 
he might have eternal life; an account 
certainly involved in some difficulties, 
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but of which Mr, Cooper appears tous 
to have given a Satisfactory explanation. 
In the twelfth and last sermon, which’ 


is entitled * Christ the beloved and the. 


that is truly excédlent. On the same 
principle, however, which led us, in our 
last number; (p. 307,) to object to cer- 
tain passages In the sermons of Mr. 
Gisborne, we wish that Mr. Cooper had 
omitted some remarks in the present 
discourse (p. $26,) which are calculat- 
ed, we fear, to give needless offence to 
some pious persons. The usefulness 
of the discourse, even to those whose 
doctrinal views accord with the remarks 
in question, would, in no. degree, have 
been diminished by-their omission: 
whilst many who would otherwise have 
oveatly benefited by the perusal of this 
admirable volume, will, perhaps, feel a 
degree of, prejudice excited by them 
which may tend to impede that desira- 
ble effect. We hope the pious author 
will candidly reconsider the passage 
when he publishes another edition.* 
Upon the whole, we scrtiple not to say, 
that the present volume forms a most 
valuable accession to the stock .of mo- 
dern discourses, and we have perused 
it with.very sincere satisfaction.. The 
topics, as must have appeared, are se- 
lected with astudied referenceto the es- 
sential truths of the gospel. The pro- 
minence which is given to these, and 
the closeness with which they are uni- 
formly applied, exhibit a peculiarly 
happy combination of theory and prac- 

* We would not be understood as giving 
any opinion whatever, on the points involved 
in the passage to which we have alluded above. 
But we feel ourselyes compelled by a sense of 
duty ‘to notice, what appears to us a very 
doubtful application of two texts of scripture ; 
we mean Jer, xxxi. 3. and John xiii. 1, The 
former of these refers primarily, without 
doubt, to the Jewish nation, and typically also 
to the Catholic church. The latter, wherein 
it is said, that those: whom Christ loved de 
loved, (not ** loveth”) unto the end, is, we ap- 
prehend, the statement of an historical fact ; 
and refers so directly to those who were: the 
followers of our Lord on earth, that we think 
it cannoty without a forced construction, be 
made to apply universally.. We also doubt 
whether it can be truly said that “ the people 
of Christ” (speaking generally) ‘* are deliyer- 
ed” from * apprehensions” respecting their ac- 
ceptance with God. Qn the contrary, we con- 


ceive them to be frequently harassed: with 
doubts and fears on that poiat. 


Christ. Obsery. No. 39, 


tice. To the artifices of arrangement, 
and the graces of style, the author does 
not appear to have been studiously at- 


»tentive: but neither has he’ been care- 


lessly indifferent. His method, in ge- 
néral, is simple and familiar, and. his 
language, though occasionally diffuse, is 
perspicuous, pertinent, and impressi¥e ; 
and both these are manifestly. employ- 
ed in Subordination to his main design 
(a design in which he promises to be 
eminentiy successful) of reaching the 
héarts of his readers. _In recommend- 
ing to the public, which we do most 
cordially, thesé excellent sermons, we 
trust we shall be supported by those of 
our critical brethren, whose approba- 
tion of Mr. Cooper’s Visitation Sermon, 
as he states in his preface, encouraged 


him to execute the same design on a” 


larger and more ‘perfect, scale. Mr. 
Cooper has our best thanks for, this con- 
tribution. to the fund of » evangelical 


piety ; and we ‘think he will have no © 


less from all lovers of good sense, sound 
argument, and scriptural christianity. 





-_—— a 


CLXH. Thoughts on the Calvinistic and Ar- 
minian Controversy. By GEORGE STANLEY 
Paser, B,D. Rivingtons. 1804.\ 8yo, 
pp. 46. 3 = 

Mr, Faner begins this pamphlet with 
affirming that no doctrines ought to be 
termed Calvinistic, but those which be- 
long exclusively to Calvinism. “© Many 
Calvinists are wont to claim as entirely 
their own, the orthodox tenets, so ex- 
plicitly asserted by our church, of ori- 
ginal sin, sanctification, justification by 
the sole merits of Christ ; “ and some 
Arminians,t (he adds,) have shewn 
themselves extremely unguarded in 
styling all men Calvinists who hold 
them,’ (p. 1.) Yet these doctrines,” 
he maintains, “ do not necessarily:in- 
volve the tenets of Calvinism, and are 
no more peculiar to that system than 
the doctrine of the trinity.” 

'. In Mr. Faber’s. opinion, and thus far 

we concur with him, nothing has so 


+ The learned author ought rather to have 
said ** some who eall themselves Arminians ,”” 
for those who reject the above-mentioned doc- 
trines, as the peculiarities of a sect, have no 
more claim to be considered as Arminians 
than they have to be consitlered as Calvinists. 
Arminius, from whom we presume they take 
their name, held all these tenets strenuously, 
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much injured the cause of truth as a 
bigoted acherence to system and party, 
combined with the pride which prevents 
men from retracting: opinions which 
have once been advanced. Prejudice, 
in such a case, blinds the understand- 
ing. Party spirit produces rashness and 
pertinacity. Through the influence of 
pride men will have recourse to the 
most disingenuous sophisms rather 
than honestly confess their errors. 
The triumphant exposure of these 
sophisms irritates and inflames the 
mind. The partisans of each system 
become more bigoted to their own 
Opinions : and instead of endeavouring 
to concillate their adversaries, strive 
rather to recede as far as possible from 
the ground which they occupy. 


‘** With regard to the present controversy,” 
adds Mr. Faber, ‘a sober inquirer may possi- 
bly be disposed to think, that the fault of the 
violent, (be it observed, Iam speaking only cf 
the violent, } on eaclr side of the question, is 
this : they are alike unwilling to take the Bi- 
ble, as they find ‘t ; and-alike anxious to de- 
duce a chain of conclusions of their own from 
premises, which themselves are undoubtedly 
ecriptural. These two different sets of conclu- 
sions, wlien worked up into two opposite sys- 
tems, ale respectively adopted as the creeds 
of the two parties ; and each is resolutely de- 
fended by its favourers, as the unadulterated 
Gospel of Christ, and as the most infallible test 
of true churchmanship, The consequence is, 
that tde violentof one party run away with one 
half of the Bible, and the violent of the other 
party with the other half; both equally either 
bending or breaking those texts, which do not 
agree with theirpreconceived opinions. Thus 
the systematic Calvinist will very logically 
prove, or at least he will seem to prove, that 
manis entirely passive in the work of salva« 
tion: i other words, that he is a mere ma- 
chine in the bands of that God, who imparts 
his grace only to those whom he hath purposed 
to saver whiie the systematic Arminian, if he 
push his principles to their utmost extent, 
after he has, to all appearance, no less logt- 
cally demonstrated from Scripture that man is 
perfectly a free agent, wili noteasily avoid de- 
monstrating also that he is able, by his own 
unassisied strength, toperform the command- 
ments of God. Both these positions may easily 
be maintained, with a great shew of fairness 
and impartiality, by arguments drawn from 
insulated texts; and it may perhaps be a diffi- 
cult matter to point out the precise link in the 
chain of reasoning, where the fallacy: lies : 
nevertheless, if Scripture be attended to, asa 
whole, we shall find something-true, and some- 
thing false, in each of them. Work out,” 
says an inspired teacher, ‘ your own salvation 
with dear and trembling: for it is God which 
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worketh in you both to will and to do, of his 
good pleasure.” Here a part is evidently as. 
signed to man, and a part toGoc, When our 
Lord commanded the person with a withered 
arm to stretch it forth, he might have refused 


on. the plea of physicab inability : bat he made 


the effort with faith ; and, in. making it, re- 
ceived that strength, which he did not possess 
before. Thus the command of God is absolute 
to all men: ** Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling.” If we obey. the 
command, as the cripple did the injunction of 
Christ, God assuredly will not be deficient, on 
his part, in ** working in us both to will and 
to do ;” but, if we disobey it, in the same 
manner as our Lord on one occasion was not 
able (that is, consistently with the plan laid 
down by divine wisdom) to work many mira- 
cles because of men’s unbelief ; so neither can 
God (consistently with his scheme of moral 
government) reduce us to a state of mere ma- 
chines. Though “ we cannot turn and pre- 
pare ourselves, by our own natural strength 
and good works; to faith and calling upon 
God ;” and though God alone can restore to 
us the free-will andthe strength, which Adam 
lost at the fail; yet we may abuse that free- 
will when recovered, just as much as Adam did 
when possessed of it ab origine; and we may 
neglect to ‘use that subsequently imparted 
strength, just as much as. Adam. did the 


strength which he received at his creation.” (p. 
6—10.) 


The view which the learned author 
has here taken of the Subject, he en- 
deavours to illustrate by laying be- 
fore his readers two.sets of inferences, 
whereby certain positions, which the 
highest Calvinist, and the highest Ar- 
minian would respectively tremble to 
admit, May apparently be proved from 
scripture. He selects as the first link 
in one chain of reasoning, Ephes. ii. }. 
“ You hath he quickened who. were 
dead in trespasses and sins,’’ and pro- 
ceeds to deduce from this text, taken 
by itself without a reference to other 
parts of scripture, a succession of infer- 
ences which terminate in fatalism, and 
in putting an end to all distinction be- 
tween virtue and vice. His other chain 
of reasoning commences with Ezek. 
Xviil. 30; 31. | ; 

*¢* Repent and turn yourselves from all your 
transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your 
ruin." Cast away from you all your transgres- 
sions, whereby ye have transgressed ; and 
make you a new heart, and a new spirit; for. 
why will ye die, O house of israel ?”” (p. 14.) 


Hence Mr, Faber draws a string of 
opposite inferences, which end in prov- 
ing the aid of the Holy Spirit to be 








1804.] Review of Faber on the Calvinistic and Arminian Controversy. 


wholly unnecessary, and the doctrine of 
a particular providence to be’ withou 
any foundation. | 
«<] have now set forth,” he adds, * the di- 
rectly opposite conclusions, which “may be 
drawn, if we are inclined to push the argument 
to its utmest limits, from two several texts of 


Scripture; nor am I aware, that any single — 


conclusion is ‘not legitimately deduced from 
its preceding neighbour ; yet botd these chains 
cannot be trae, even setting Scripture out of 
the question, because they are diametrically 
opposite to each other. Calvinists and Ar- 
minians will doubtless agree in saying, that I 
carry the matter much further than I have any 
right todo; much further than they are pre- 

red to follow me: and most sincerely do I 

lieve the trath of their assertions: never- 
theless I would ask the systematic Calvinist, 
what right Se has to stop at any particular link 
in the one chain ; and the systematic Armi- 
nian, what right Se has to stop at any particu- 
lar ink in the other chain? Ifsystems must 
be constructed, the conclusions after these 
links are respectively as valid as the conclu- 
sions before them.” (p. 17.) 


The rule which Mr, Faberlays down 
for confuting those errors which spring 
from the partial consideration of de- 
tached passages of scripture is this, 


‘¢ Admit ne conclusion in any system, un- 
less the conclusion itself, as well as the thesis 
from which it is deduced, be explicitly set 
forth in Holy Scripture. 

*¢ This rule is equivalent to two very wise 
declarations of our excellent Church; ‘ that 
whatseever is not read in Scripture, nor may 
be proved thereby, is pot to be required of any 
man, that it should be believed as an article 
of the Faith, or be thought requisite or neces- 
sary to salvation ;’ and that ‘ We must receive 
God’s promises in such wise, as they be gene- 
rally set forth to us in Hely Scripture?’ ” (p. 
19, 20.)* ) 


In order to prove the utility of his 
rule, and to manifest at the same time 
the vanity of building systems, and the 
igily of contending for such mere crea- 
tures of fallacious reasoning; the author 
takes: a review of the two chains of in. 
ferences already noticed, and compares 
them link by link with the Bible, shew- 
ing, as he proceeds, that all the appa- 


* In.a long note the author endeavours to 
prove, that * the articles, when viewed in con- 
nection with the liturgy.and homilies, do not 
so much set forth a precise scheme of doc- 
trines fotum teres atqgue rotundum, as they 
speak the very language of the Bible. itself,” 
and that it is, therefore, as hopeless a labour 
to extract from them a regular system either 
- Calyinism or Arminianism as from scrip- 
ure. SAS 
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rently legitimate conclusions which he 
had previously deduced from two texts 
of scripture, taken by themselves, are 
not only not distinctly expressed in 


scripture; but may be directly opposed 
and confuted by other texts. 


“Could it be once indisputably shewn tliat 
Calvinism” (we should say, either system) 
**is the unadulterated doctrine of the Bible, I 
should,” observes the ‘author, “ hold myself 
obliged to embrace it, however contrary it 
might be to my own preconceived, opinions, 
because the Bible is the word of God; but till 
that can be done, I think it more safe to ad- 
mit no conclusion whatsoever, unless I have 
the express warrant of scripture for so doing.” 
—‘* So long as men are determined to fabri- 
cate systems for themselves, and cannot rest 
contented with the simple word of God: we 
must not be surprised, if on the one hand, we 
should occasionally find a Calvinist, waHowing 
in the mire of Antinomianism, or locked up in 
the immoveable ice of Fatalism; nor if, on 
the other hand, we should sometimes have 
reason to bewaii the heretical pravity of an 
Arminian, inflated with the vain idea of his 
oWn sufficiency, and rushing madly into all the 
philosophizing errors of determined Pelagian- 
ism. (p. 40.) 

* But,” observes Mr. Faber, “unsound doc- 
trine is not the only mischievous consequence 


_ of fabricating such systems. Violent conten- 


tions for favourite opinions are too frequently 
the harbingers of that bane of Christian meek- 
ness and charity, open schism. . Obscure mat- 
ters of doubtful disputation acquire an impor- 
tance in the eyes of a party-man, which they 
by no means deserve. By long. brooding over 
them in private, by associating with none but 
those who hold the same. sentiments, and by 


reading no works but those which are writtea 


on one side of the question, his passions be- 
come inflamed, in proportion as his judgment 
is unexercised : and he ‘can.consider none or- 
thodox, but those, who think precisely like 
himseif; and who, in addition to the formula- 
ries of the Church of. England, admit ail the 
peculiarities of his system. Hence we find, 
that a high Calvinist views an Arminian with 
a sort of undefinable prejudice and dislike : 
while a highArminian amply repays thiguncha- 
ritable bigotry with jealousy, distrust, and con- 
tempt. According te the one, Calvinism, 
unmixed Calvinism, is the undoubted doctrine 
of the Church: according to the other, every 
Calvinistic divine, however exact in ‘his snb- 
mission to the discipline of the Church, is to 
be considered only in the light of a concealed 
foe, who would infallibly overturn the whole 
constitution, both ecclesiastical and civil, were . 
it in his power to do so. The first terms his 
opponent a doctrinal dissenter, because he can- 
not subscribe to all the dogmata of Calvin; 

and proclaims his own party to be the only 
true members of the Anglican Church: the 
second returns the compliment by styling his. 
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adversary a dissenter in the. Church, and by re- 
presenting him as-an enthusiastic admirer of 
all the whimsical extravagances of Method- 
ism. Such are the unhappy disputes of the 
present day ; which serve only to irritate the 
minds of the contending parties, to grieve all 
moderate men, and to delight the advocates 
for lifidelity and Schism. 

‘‘ Méanwhile that venerable branch of pro- 
testant episcopacy, the established Church of 
England, pursues the noiseles tenor of her 
way, unmoved by the din of theologic hatred, 
and unbiassed by the confident appeals of her 
restless children. ‘‘ Peace be within thy 
wails, and plenteousness within thy palaces !” 
Thou hast chosen the Word of God for thy 
guide; and may that God be thy. protection 
in the midst of ali thy troubles !” (p, 41—44.) 


Having thus given an analysis of Mr. 
Faber’s work, we shall leave it to our 
readers to form a judgment upon its 
merits ; only remarking, that although 
we cannot follow him with satisfaction 
through some parts of his reasoning, 
which certainly appears to tis at times 
to be inconclusive and illogical; yet it 
is impossible not to commend the de- 
sign with which he has written, as 
well as the temper, and, upon -the 
whole, the impartiality with which he 
has conducted a delicate and difficult 
discussion. We very sincerely wish 
that his counsels of peace were more 
generally pursued, and that Calvinists 
and Arminians were more willing to 
merge their unessential differences in 
the more honourable appellation of 
christians, 


eS |: tial 


CLARE: Appendix to the concise Statement of 
the Question regarding the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade, * London, Hatchard. 1804. 


pp. 28, | 
Tue pamphlet to which the tract before 
us forms an Appendix, was reviewed 
with strong expressions of commenda- 
tion in our last number. It has already 
passed through a third edition ; and, 
we rejoice to find that it has made. no 


small impression on the minds of many 


individuals, who had not before consi- 
dered the subject, or who had been im- 
posed upoo by the bold assertions and 
artful misrepresentations of the friends 
of the slave trade, It might indeed be 
fairly presumed a priori, that such a 
system as, theirs would be supported 
by dishonourable arts. It would be uh- 
reasonable to expect that the man-mer-. 


chant, whose practices on the coast of 
Africa, in the’ common course of -his 
trade, are of that atrocious and fraudful 
kind which they have been proved to 
be; should in England feel any com. 
punction or remorse of ‘conscience at 
employing falsehoods in order to.pre- 
serve to bimself the profitable privilege 
of catching his. fellow-creatures like 
wild beasts; subjecting them ‘to every 
species of cruelty; and vending them 
into perpetual slavery. 

In this question, perhaps the greatest 

moral question which bas ever been 
agitated by. any legislature, involvin 
the happiness or misery of millions upon 
millions of our feilow-men, we certainly 
do feel a more than common interest. 
Nor shall we pay so poor a compliment 
to the moral taste, to say nothing of the 
religious principles of our readers, as 
to think any apology necessary for the 
space which we allot to the discussion 
of this subject at the present crisis, 
We congratulate our readers, and the 
country at large, on the success with 
which the progress of the biil for: in- 
stantly abolishing this trade has beén 
attended in the lower house: and, we 
trust, it will be found that the nobles of 
our land equally participate in those 
sentiments of increasing reprobation 
and abhorrence, with which this mur- 
derous traffic is now manifestly regard- 
ed. For the sake of every thing dear 
to us as Britons, do we miost earnestly 
pray, that while the judgments of God 
are visibiy displayed in the earth, and 
impend with growing blackness over 
this country, we may be inducted to lis- 
ten to those sacred claims of humanity, 
justice, and religion, which the warning 
voice of providential appointments so 
loudly enforces; and which importu- 
nately urge us to wash our hands from 
this trade of iniquity and blood, with 
which they have been so long and so 
fouliy polluted, 

The first part of the Appendix is oc- 
cupied with a view of the comparative 
merits of gradual and immediate aboli- 
tion, We shall not enter into any mi- 


nute account of the unanswerable argu- 


ments which the author has produced 
in favour of the Jatter, but only briefly 
allude to them, 
must be allowed, that. * ifthe slave 


In the first. place, it 
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trade is radically “iniquitous,” there: 
ought to be ‘no temporizing with it.” 
This argument, however, though satis- 


factory. to a christian, would, as the © 


discerning author well knows, make but 
a feeble impression on the minds of. 
most of those who support that trade. 
Nay, itis even to be questioned whe- 
ther their distaste for such principles 
and for the source whence they are 
drawn, donot tend to increase the natu- 
ral affection which they entertain for 
their favourite commerce. He is, 
therefore, not so weak as to rely on 
such ‘an argument; but’ he goes on to’ 
prove, and we venture to ‘sSuy, does 
prove, that national policy, and .he in- 
terests of the West Indian Planters are 
ranged, in this Instance, on the same 
side with justice. Among othdlstrong 
reasons, he observes, that if the slave 
trade is to cease, not immediately, but 
alter a Certain time, say three or four 
years, then | 


“ The interval will be employed.by the Af. 
rican ‘Fraders in drawing millions froma the 
other branches of commerce to pour them into 
the Negro“Traffic, and in manning’ every ves- 
sel that can keep the sea, with sailors, swept 
from the wholesome lines of navigation, and 
hurried into the most pestilential of all em. 
ployments, The demand for slaves suddenly 
increased, can only be answered by a fright- 
ful aggravation of all the miseries to which 
Aivica has been doomed by ‘her communica- 
ton with Europe. ‘The eagerness of our trad- 
ers to profit by the interval, will urge them to 
commit new breaches of the Slave carryin 
Act, and to augment incaiculably the deplora- 
ble cruelties of the middle passage But 
what will be the consequence of this sudden 
accumitlation of new Siaves in the West In- 
dies? What to this was the paltry increase of 
new hands previous to. 1789, which brought 
about the dreadful revolution of St. Domingo? 
How well is it for those who shudder at the 
prospect of the immediate Abolition, because 
itis a sudden innovation, te embrace a pro- 
ject the most fuilof change—the most preg- 
hant with violent alteration—the most certain- 
ly prolific in wide spreading revolution of any 
that the imagination can paint?” (p. 83, 84.) 

“ That measure is surely no innovation, 


however suddenly it may be executed, which ~ 


only stops the increase of combustible matter 


ina house already hot with the fire that rages 
In the next.” fn, 84.) 


The impracticability of a gradual di- 
minuiian.of the slave trade is then ‘sat- 
isfactorily established. So that unless 
the late decision of the House of Com- 


mons is followed by immediaté aboli- 
tion, “which can alone satisfy the loud 
claims of: justive, or save the British 


“West Indies from the deplorable fate 


of St. Domingo,” it will be wholly in- 
efficient. 

Lord Castlereagh’s argument against 
immediate*abolition, namely, its imprac- 
ticability, Js next considered, and .con- 
futed with the accustomed ability of 
this anonymous champion of the Afri- 
ean race. Indeed. we are not, a little 
surprised that the weakness-of the ar- 
gument, to say nothing of the wicked- 
ness with which it is pregnant, should 
not have struck his Lordship’s dis- 
criminating mind onthe very first view.’ 

The Second Part of the Appendix 
consists ‘of extracts from various au- 
thers, (not advocates for the abolition 
of the slave trade, ) designed to illustrate 
some fiarts of the argument urged inthe 
CONCISE STATEMENT. The facts which 
have been adduced by the abolitionists 
to support their representations of the 
enormity of the slave trade, have not 
only been questioned, but boldly dent. 
ed by the man-merchants and their ad- 
herents. ‘The author, therefore, pro- 
duces a host of witnesses to substan- 
tiate those facts, who were themselves 
either engaged in the slave trade, or 
professed friends to its continuance: 
some of whom wrote long before the 
agitation of the question, and some 
very recently. The testimonies brought 
forward will be allowed, on all-hands, ta 
be perfectly unexceptionable ; and we 
know, that they might be indefinitely 
multiplied. A fewextracts from this part 
of the Appendix will close our review. 

“ Mons. Brue, who was Director General of 
the French Senegal Company, and resided 
eleven years in Africa, in giving a full des- 
cription of the trade, with the most friendly 
opinion of it, says, pis 

‘The Europeans are far from desiring to 

act as peace-makers amongstthem, It would 
be too contrary to their interests ; for the on- 
ly object of their wars is, to carry off Slaves, 
and as these make the principal part of their 
traffic, they would be apprehensive of drying 
up the source of it, were they. to encourage 
these people to live well together. 

« ‘Their campaigns are uSually incursions 

to plunder and pillage, and they have every 
thing they wish to arm at from their wars, 


when they are able to make captives from one 
another, because that it’ is the best merchan- 



























366 © Review of Letter of Britannicus to Mr. Pitt on the Slave Trade. [June, 


dize they have to trade with the Europeans. 
Avarice, and the desire of making Slaves, in 
order to have wherewith to buy European 
commodities, are often the veritable motives 
for going to war. 

“This prince and the other Negro Kings 
have not always slaves to treat with ; but they 
have always a sure and ready way of supply- 
ing the deficiency, that is, by making inroads 
upon their own subjects, carrying them off, 
and selling them, for which they never want 
pretensions, inorder to justify their pillage 
and Tapine, when those they have seized,have 
relations in a situation to'resent the injury.’ ” 
(p- 94, 95.) 

‘In case the King of Barsally (says Mr. 
Moore, who was factor to the Royal African 
Company about the year 1730,) is not at war 
with any neighbouring King, he then falls up- 
on one of his own towns, which are numerous, 
and uses them inthe very same manner. It 
is owing to the King’s insatiable thirst after 
brandy, that his subjects freedom and families 
are in so precarious a situation, for he very 
often goes with some of his troops bya town 
m the day time, and returns in the night, and 
sets fire to three parts of it, and sets guards 
to the fourth, to seize the people-as they run 
out from the fire.. He ties their arms behind 
them, and marches them to the place where 
he sells them.” (p. 96.) 

‘The Travels of Mr. Park, a decided advo- 
cate of the Slave Trade, published under the 
rmmediate inspection of Mr. Bryan Edwards, 
affords various confirmations of the facts above 
stated. ‘* War,’ he observes, ‘is certainly the 
most general and most productive source of 
slavery.” He says there are two kihds of war- 
fare, one similar to that which prevails among 
all nations, the other peculiar to Africa; it is 
called tegria, or plunder.” (p. 99.) 


From Mr. Park's account of jthese 
plundering wars we shall make one or 
two extracts. 


* Wars of this description are generally 
conducted with greatsecrecy. A few resolute 


mdividuals, headed by some person of enter-. 


prise and courage, march quietly through the 
woods, surprise in the night some unprotected 
village, and carry off the inhabitants and their 
effects, before their neighbours can come to 
their assistance.” (p. 100.) 

“* These plundering excursions, always pro- 
duce speedy retaliation ; and when large par- 
ties cannot be collected for the purpose, afew 
friends will combine together, and advance 
into the enemy’s country, with a view to plun- 
der, or to carry off the inhabitants. A single 
individual has ‘been known to take his bow 
and quiver, and proceed in like manner 3 con- 
ceal himself among the bushes, until some 
young or unarmed person passes by. He then, 
tyger-like, springs upon his prey; drags his 
victim into the thicket, and in the night car- 
ries *him off asa slave.” (p: 100.) ‘iigage 


But the most remarkable testimony 


is that of Bryan Edwards himself, who 
though afterwards the great. opponent 
in parliament of the measure of aboli- 
tion, had thus expressed himself in a 
speech which he made in Jamaica in 
the year 1789, and which was after- 
wards printed by himself. His words 
are 


“He is persuaded that Mr. Wilberforce 
has-been very rightly informed as to the man. 
ner in which Slaves are generally procured. 
His (Mr. E.’s} information arises from his own 
Negroes, who abundantly confirm, he asstres 
us, Mr, W.’s account. They have not left, 
he tells us, the shadow of a doubt upon his 
own mind, that. the effects of this trade are 
precisely such as Mr. W. represents them to 
be—a general scene of oppression, fraud, trea- 
chery, and blood—all upheld by the Slave 
Trade—That the whole of that immense con- 
tinent igua field of warfare and desolation—a 
wilderi@e in which the inhabitants are wolves 
to each other. He dare not dispute it. And 
Mr. E. further -asserts, that every man may 
be convinced that it is so, who. will inquire of 
any African Negroes, on their first arrival,con- 
cerning the circumstances of their captivity ; 
and he declares, that the assertion “thata 
great fnany of these are criminals and con. 
victs,”.—is mockery and insult.” (p. 99.) 






The remaining part of the pamphlet 
abundantly proves the very mitigated 
nature of domestic servitude in Africa, 
when compared with West Indian bon- 
dage ; the gradual increase of the bar- 
barism, depopulation, and. barrenness 
of-that continent,*in proportion to the 
vicinity of the coast and the consequent 
frequency of intercourse with Europe- 
ans; the great progress which Africans 
are capable of making in various arts; 
their commercial habits ; their strong 
natural affection ; theirhospitality ; and 
their ardent love of their native soil. 


= eI 


CLXLV: A Letter to the Right Honourable W. 
Pitt, containing some new Arguments against 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade: By Britan- 
nicus, London, Jordan. 1804, pp. 33. 
Price 2s. . 


THe ingenious author of the epistle be- 
fore us has certainly brought forward 
one NEW argument on the hackneyed 
subject of the slave trade: and itis one 
which reflects at least as much credit 
on his sagacity ; as the modest assur- 
ance, that though an enemy to metho- 
distical cant and bigotry,he is ** as reli- 
gious aman as.any man in the world can 
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be,” does on his humility. If we give 
freedom #0 the negroes, observes this 
most religious writer, we shali ourselves 
indubitably become the slaves of Bona- 
parte. The force of this reasoning is 
not very obvious to common minds. It 
possesses, however, the singular-merit 
of novelty; all the other arguments 
which Britannicus has employed being 
merely the old and stale wares of the 
pamphleteers, and parliamentary ora- 
torsof 1791 and 1792, vamped up for 
the occasion. Elis sneer at methodism, 
and methodistica! cant, for instance, is 
very far from being an original inven- 
tion. Neither is his avowed preference 
of commercial gain to national probity ; 
in other words, of the’service of Mam- 
mon to that of God; without numerous 
precedents in the annals of the slave 
trade : although we are at some Joss-to 
account for it in the case of ‘as reli- 
gious a Man as any man in the world 
can be,”? except on the supposition that 
he ‘really mistakes the proper object of 
worship, and confounds his devotion to 
the God of this World with true religion. 


Having, after the example of his pre- 
decessors, stigmatized as mere,pre- 
tenders to religion, nay almostas guilty 
of impiety, those who dare to raise their 
voice against that Aumane and scrifitural 
practice, vulgarly called the slave trade, 
but which by a beautiful and appropri- 
ate figure of speech is here styled “a 
fibre of the extended root of the coun- 
try;” Britannicus scruples not to affirm, 
that this trade has the sanction of di- 
vine authority. His argument, which 
is certainly not new, amounts to this— 
The scriptures record the existence of 
slavery in ancient times ; therefore the 
scriptures sanction that traffic in men 
which is carried on by British subjects 
from the coast of Africa, for the supply 
of labourers in our West Indian islands. 
But the Bible likewise records the 
fratricide of Cain, the drukennéss of 
Noah, the incest of Lot, the concubinage 
of Abraham and Jacob, and the polyga- 
my of David. Therefore, provided the 
commercial, wealth of Great Britain, the 
deity whom he idolizes, could in any 
way be promoted thereby, Britannicus 
might, with equal propriety, argue, 
that these —— are sanctioned by 
the Bible. And Surely it must be ad- 


mitted, that they furnish proofs, at 
least, as convincing in favour of modern 
sensuality, impurity, and profligacy ; as 


the sale of Joseph to the Midianites, or | 


tlie existence of bondage in the patri. 
archal ages, furnish in support of the 
cruelties of the African. man-merchant. 

But let us take. another view of the 
subject. The nature of the Roman 
government under Nero is well known. 
Yet even to this government, cruel and 
tyrannical to a degree which, but for the 
French revolution, would have been 


wholly unknown in modern’ Europe, 


does the scripture enjoin submission ; 
affirming that “ the powers that be are 


-ordained of God.?? With how much 


greater plausibility then, than belongs 
to the argument of Britannicus, might 
a tyrant who wished to deprive the fa- 
voured inhabitants of Britain of their 
constitutional rights, vindicate the mea. 
sure? “ My conduct,’ he might allege 
“is sanctioned by scripture. Absolute, 
military despotism is the form of gov- 
ernment even ordained by the Almigh- 
ty. The existing government in St. 


-Paul’s time is .expreéssly asserted to 


have been * ordained of God ;”’ and yet’ 
that government was the despotic rule 
ofa monster, whose cruelty is prover- 
bial.” 

-On the same princtple, if admitted, 
may a scriptural warrant be found for 
every species of aggression and usurpa- 
tion. “Render unto Cesar the things 
that are Czsar’s’” might be adduced. as 
an acknowledgement on the part of our 
Lord, that there was nothing contrary 
to the precepts and spirit of his religion, 
inthe unprovoked invasion and-subju- 
gation of Judea. Andthus may Britan 
nicus, without being aware of it, furnish 
to “the most hated and oppressive ty- 
rant of the earth,” a plea for the con- 
quest and degradation of * the proudest 
nation in the universe.’ (p. 35.) 

Take another example. | Suppose 
one of the West Indian friends of Brit- 
annicus to be plundered of. valuable 
property by some of his slaves. What 
would he think if these offenders, avail- 


ing themselves of the convenient prin- | 
ciple which Britanvicus has established, | * 


were to repel the charge by affirming 
that they had a divine sanction for their 
eonduct?.“The children of Israel,” 
might they not plead with at least equal 
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force, ** as the Bible informs us, (Exod. 
xii. 36.) plundered. their masters, the 
Egyptians, of jewels of silver, and jew- 
els of gold, and raiment. Was their 
conduct criminal? No: it was merito- 
rious. It was done in obedience to the 
distinct command of God_bimself. 
(Exod. xi. 2.) There can, therefore, 
nO Criminality attach to us for having 
stripped you of your property.” 

We defy the man-merchants, or their 
most religious advocate, to make outa 
ease fio scripture in. favour of the 
slave trade, stronger than either of these 
which we have now addnced. And 
yet, as the commercial wealth of Great 
Britain wil! not. seem to Britannicus’ to 
be involved in them, even he may be 
able to perceive the absurdity of the 
reasoning by which they are supported, 

But let it be granted, for the sake of 
argument, that the slavery mentioned 
in scripture was sanctioned by divine 
authority. Wil this concession affect 
the question at issue, or establish the 
lawfulness of the African slave trade ? 
By no-means. But before we enter 
upon the discussion of this subject, it 
will be proper to premise that the cause 
for which we plead has suffered mate- 
rially fromy the ambiguity of the term 
slavery. This. vague and undefined 
term.-is applied to conditions of society 
differing very widely in almost every 
essential particular. We speak of our 
becoming slaves if a minister do but 
suspend the Habeas Corpus Act. The 
French are called. s/aves because they 
do not enjoy the same degree of politi- 

l liberty with which Providence has 
Blessed this island. ‘Ihe domestic ser- 
vitude of Africa (which probably bears 
a close resemblarice to patriarchal bon. 
dage) is termed sfavery, and the sub- 
jects of it slaves. Some other name, 
therefore, ought to be invented to ex- 
press West Indian bondage; for by 
means of the association of ideas, which 
is produced by this intercommunhity of 
appellation, especially in the minds of 
persons who have had no opportunity of 


» fully investigating the subject, the Af- 


rican slave trade, together with that 
system which it feeds and perpetuates 
in. the West Indies, is confounded with 
states of servitude so very mitigated’as 
to excite no horrer, and is thus relieved 
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from a great part of its shade. Our 
most religious author, it is true, takes it 
upon him to conclude, from the anti. 
guity and universality of slavery, that 
its “toleration and use” are not only 
authorized by holy wit, but are princi. 
files implanted in’our nature. Without 
pretending to unravel the meaning of 
this profound sentence we would ob. 


serve, that it remains to be proved that 


any parallel to the case in hand has ex- 
iste either in ancient or moe” Limes, 
The system of slavery whicl prevails 
in our West Indian colonies we believe 
to stand alone in the history of the 
world. It-is not only, (as Mr. Piece af. 
firmed in’ 1792, and as even Lord Cas- 
tiercagh has recently repeated), the 
greatest practical evil which has ever 


afflicted the human race; but it is an 


evil sui generis, so radically and essen- 
tially different from every other which 
happens to have the same name attach- 
ed to it, as scarcely to form a fair ground 
even of analogical reasoning. — But let 
us consider this point more attentively. 

The miseries entailed on Africa by 
the slave trade have already been sufi- 
ciently established in the preceding ar- 
ticle of our review. We need not, 
therefore, dwell on that part of the sub. 
ject. Let us follow the slaves in the 
middle passage. There, if we may 
credit the mari-merchant, the utmost 


exertions of his humanity and bene-' 
ficence are employed to promote the: 
ease and comfort of his African passen- 


gers. But eventisere we shall be con- 
strained. to confess that his tender mer- 
cies are cruel, The authentic journal 
of a voyage in a slave ship, inserted in 
the former part of this number, will 
throw some light on this view of the 
case: and it will be illustrated and€on- 
firmed by the following statement, ¢ 
recily extracted from returns @hiekin 
1799, were furnished by the Inspectot- 
general of the customs, and laid upon 
the table of the Flouse of Lords. 

In the year 1791; (three years after 
the passing of the Slave carrying Act; 
which is admittéd by the man-merchants 
themselves to have very greatly lessen- 
ed the mortality on board of slaye's ips) 
of fifteen thousand seven handred and 
fifty-four slaves carried from. the coast 
of Africa, one thou three hundred 
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and seventy-cight died during the mid- 
dle passage, the average length of which 
was fifty-one days ; making a mortality 
of eight and three-fourths per cent. in 
that time, or of sixty-two and one-half 


percent, perannum : a fate of mortality” 


which would depeople the earth in a 
year and. seven months, 

" The amount of the mortality in 1792 
was, however, stillmore enormous. Of 
thirty-one thousand five hundred and 
fifty-four slaves carried from Africa, no 
fewer than five thousand four hundred 
ind thirteen died on the passage, mak- 
ing somewhat more than seventeen per 
cent. in fifty-one days. Had the voyage 
been prolonged, and the slaves contin- 
ued to die in the same proportion, the 
whole number would have been com- 
pletely swept away in about ten months. 

We would now ask, whether it be 
fair, whether it be allowable,.to dignify 
a practice so pregnant with misery and 
murder, with the name of commerce ? 
It is not a commerce; it is a crime: it 
is murder, wanton, foul, atrocious, and 
aggravated: committed, not by the 
needy adventurer under the urgent 
pressure.of poverty; not by some in- 
jured individual thirsting for revenge : 
but by the wealthy capitalists of Liver- 
pool and London ; by the luxurious pro. 
prietors of our West Indian colonies : 
and solely; let it be remembered, for the 
purpose of satisfying, if possible, their 
thirst of gain, or more fully pampering 
their luxury. Surely this cannot long be 
endured by a British parliament. Ifit is 
tobe telerated, let us at least have some 
specious pretext for the indulgence : let 
there be, at least, one practice pointed 
out either in ancient or modern story, 
which will bear to be compared for one 
moment with this abominable traffic: 
otherwise we ought no longer to be im- 
posed upon by the hardy assumption of 
its antiquity and wniversality, 

But the horrors of the middle passage 
are at length terminated. The slaves 
are landed in the West Indies ; expos- 
ed like cattle in a fair; spanned and 
Suaged with as little ceremony as is 
observed by a carcass-butcher in Smith- 
field ; and having been purchased by 
some planter, are led to his #estate. 
What is then the situation of such of 
them as‘survive the seasoning? They 

Christ. Obsery. No, 30. 


are the absolute property of their pur- 
chaser, vendible by him precisely in the 
same manner as the horse which turns 
his sugar-mill ; and, if direct privation 
of life and limb be expected, equally 
subject to his discretion as to the quan- 
tity of labour to be exacted, the propor- 
tion of food to be allowed, and the dis- 
cipline or punishment to be inflicted. 
During the hours of labour, they are 
driven like a team of oxen or horses by 
the. cartwhip; and this compulsion of 
labour by the fihysical impulse, or frre- 
sent terror of the whip, is universal 
with respect to such slaves as are en- 
gaged in cultivating our islands. As to 
Civil rights, or any political existence, 
they stand on a level with the brute. 
Immoderate cruelty to a slave is pun- 
ishable as a nuisance in the same way 
as immoderate cruelty to cattle. But 
then, it is always difficult and generally 
impossible to obtain proof of the *fact ; 
for, (let it not be forgotten,) the evi- 
dence of aslave, or of a thousand slaves, 
did they all testify the same thing, 
would not be available in the very 
smallest degree to the conviction of 
one who is free. This then is the state 
of bondage to which, not only the im- 
ported Africans themselves, but” their 
children, and their children’s children, 
FOR EVER AND EVER, are inevitably 
consigned: and we defy any one to 
shew not only that a single circum- 
stance in this picture is exaggerated, 
but that it is not a matter of as univer. 
sal notoriety in the West Indies, what- 
ever it may be in Europe, as the exis- 
tence of slavery at all. We do not 
mean, indeed, to affirm, that. this sys- 
tem is not as humanely administered 
by many West Indian planters, as its 
nature will admit. We know it -is. 
But still such is the system which they 
have to administer. 
Let it be remarked, however, that 
there is one cifcumstance in the lot of 
West Indian slaves which renders it 
even worse than that of brutes. They 
not only feel present pain ;- but they 


‘can remember the past: they can anti. 


cipate the future : they can discourse : 

they can contrive: they can execute: 

they ¢an distinguish between right and 

wrong : they have had the insolence at 

times to exercise this faculty; nay, 
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they have even dared to prefer a claim 
to the possession of humanity, by ex- 
pressing a sense of injury and injustice, 
and by shewing that they can resent it. 
Hence it is, that while in this. country 
we see men take pleasure in raising 
their horses and their dogs toa partici- 
pation of their own enjoyments, and to 
a place as it were in their friendship 
and society, the slave in the West In- 
dies is degraded and thrust down to the 
very earth; lest looking upwards, some 
untoward accident should discover to 
him that he Is a man, possessed of the 
Same common nature with his master, 
and equaliy entitled with him to feel, 
and to repe}, insult, and injury, and 
torture. 

Now we do not hesitate to challenge 
all the advocates of the slave trade to 
point oul, in ancient times, any State or 
condition of life which bears the most 
remote resemblance to the West Indian 
system viewed in all its parts, from its 
commencement in Africa to its com- 
pletion in the West Indies. Nay, so 
far is it from having any claim to ani, 
guity, that 'We take it upon ourselves to 
aver that this system, as now consti- 
tuted, is entirely a modern invention. 
It took its rise in the Antilles, about 
one hundred and fifty years ago; and 
from that time it has been gradually 
augmenting, until, by the accumulating 
waste of British capital an@ African 
blood, it has acquired its present hide- 
gus form and gigantic dimensions. 

Still, however, it may be pertina- 
ciously argued that slavery Is slavery ; 
and that no doubt can be entertained 
of the existence of such a state of soci. 
ety among the Israelites. We. will 
admit the fact, for the sake of having 
some ground on which to rest our ar- 
gument. ‘The bondage which prevail- 
ed among the Israelites will not be 
said, by the most hardy vindicator of the 
modern man-merchant, to have been 
worse than that to which the children 
of Israel themselves had been subject- 
ed in Egypt.* Of that state they al- 

* « And the Egyptians made the children 
of Israel to serve with rigour, and they made 
their lives bitter with hard bondage.” Exod. 
i,13. J havesurely seen the afiliction of 
my people which are in Egypt, and have heard 


their cry by reason of their task-masters ; for 
I know their sorrows,” I haye seen the op- 
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ways spoke as a state of the most in- 
tolerable oppression. In comparison 
of it, every other servitude was light. 
Their deliverance from it, as typical of 
another and greater deliverance, was 
called by way of eminence their re. 
demption, So powerful was their im- 
pression of the horrors of this state, 


that. the iron furnace, the furnace of 


affictcon, and similar expressions seem 
inadequate toexpress their conceptions 
of it; and Egypt, the land of their 
captivity, is emphatically termed the 
house of bondage: and it is by the recol- 
lection of their suffering in that coun- 
try; that the Almighty enforces upon 
them the injunction to ‘be kind to the 
strangers whodwelt among them. 

Yet what, after all, was the nature of 
this Egyptian bondage? Was its dread. 
ful severity such as to diminish the 
number of slaves, and to require fresh - 
importations to fill up the void which 
was Caused by excessive labour, harsh 
treatment, and scanty food? By no 
means. They muitiplied so rapidly as 
to become an object of terror to, their 
oppressors from their very increase. 
Had their labour no known measure or 
limit, or was it forced from them at the 
caprice of an overseer or driver by 
the ‘compelling power of the cart- 
whip? No such thing, | It was the sub. 
ject of specific and uniform regulation: 
tasks were appointed: the tale of bricks 
was previously named. And as to food, 
the flesh pots of Egypt had become 
proverbiak among them. 

Having now, as we conceive, incon- 
trovertibly established the radical dil- 
ference between any slavery which 
could have existed among the Israel- 
ites, and that which now exists in the 
West Indies, we have at least demolish- 
ed every thing like argument in favour 
of the scriptural sanction of the African 
slave trade. We would, therefore, 
entréat those well meaning men in this 
country, who, from unacquaintance with 
the real state of things in the West 
Indies, have too readily conceded that 
the system of West Indian bondage has 
any countenance in scripture, to retract 


pression wheretdth: the peyentans: ‘oppress 
them.Exod, iii. 7.9, Are the ‘ears of the 
Lord of Sabaoth less open now to the cry 0! 
his creatures, than in the days of Moses ? 
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that concession ; and. to be no longer 
imposed upon by the mere similarity of 
a name, when the things are in their 
nature so essentially distinct. And let 
not the man-merchants, nor-their advo- 
cates any longer insult. the common 
sense, to say nothing of the religion of 
their country, by arguments so absurd 
and impious, 

It will scarcely be expected, that 
after this confutation of the argument 
deduced from scripture in favour of the 
slave trade, we should think it neces. 
sary to prove the contrariety of those 
practices to which this trade gives 
birth, as well as of the principles on 
which it is founded, to the whele tenor 
and scope both of the Old and of the 
New Testament. Britannicus seems 
to have been prudently aware of this ; 
for in his attempt to prove the scriptu- 
ral authority of the slave trade, he has 
emitted to make even a distant allusion 
tothe New Testament. That the spirit 
of the christian religion stands opposed 
to the slave trade, is too obvious to re- 
quire proof, We shall, therefore, con- 
tent ourselves with having rectified the 
misconceptions which have arisen on 
this subject from the ambiguous use of 
the term slavery. : 

But it will be triumphantly urged 
against the abolition; “Are not the 
negroes slaves in their Own country, 
in subjection to cruel, barbarous, un- 
civilized tyrants; from whom it is a 
_ kindness to rescue them?” Here again 
the poverty of language tends, in no 
small degree, to mislead our judgment ; 
and because what is called slavery ex- 
ists in Africa, our colonial system in all 
tS parts is assumed (extravagantly 
cnough) to be lawful and even humane. 
But let us compare them. Does the 
population of Africa decrease ? No: it 
increases so rapidly, that even the mur- 
dcrous slave trade is thence. annually 
supplied with its eighty thousand vic- 
tims, independent of at least an equal 
number which must almost necessarily 
be sacrificed, in order that these may 
be procured. . Are slaves in Africa 
subjected to the same compulsory pro- 
cess for the extraction of their labour 
a3 in the West Indies ; or are they sub. 
jected to the same privation of every 
civil and political right ? Let this ques- 


tion be answered by an appeal to the 
writings. of slave traders, and’ avow- 
ed anti-abolitionists. Mr. Moore, who 
was factor to the Royal African Com- 
pany in the river Gambia, about the 
year 1730, thus expresses himself: 


**Some people,” says he, “have a good 
many house Slaves, which is their greatest 
glory, and they live so well and easy, that it 
is sometimes a very hard matter to know the 
Slaves from their masters or mistresses ; they 
very often being better clothed, especially the 
females, who have sometimes coral, amber, 
and silver, about their hands and wrists, to the 
value of twenty or thirty pounds sterling.— 
Many of the Slaves are born in their families. 
There is a whole village near Boncoe, of two 
hundred people, who are all the wives, slaves, 
or children of one man. I never heard of. bet 
one that ever sold a family Slave, except for 
such crimes, as would have made them to be 
sold, had they been free. If there are many 
family Slaves, and one of them commits a 
crime, the master cannot sell him without the 
joint consent of the rest ; for, if he does, they 
will all run away, and be protected by the 
next kingdom to which they fly.” P. 110. 


Mr. Park fully confirms the state- 
ment of Mr. Moore; and from him it 
fully appears, ‘that although what is 
called domestic slavery exists in Afri- 
ca, yet the evils of the slave trade do 
not fall with less weight upon domestic 
slaves than upon freemen. Mr. Park 
not only describes the circumstances 
of the domestic slave to be so easy and 
comfortable, that in every laborious oc- 
cupation the master and his slave 
work together without any distinction 
of superiority.”’ p. 286; but he like- 
wise admits that he can only be sold to 
foreigners in cases which would equal- 
ly authorize the sale of freemen. And 
he adds what is very important to the 
present argument, viz. “the master 
cannot sell his domestic without having 
first brought him to public trial before 
the chief men of the place.”’ p. 287. 

Innumerable testimonies to the same 
effect might easily be produced, which 
would all go to establish incontrover- 
tibly the almost incalculable distance 
which separates our system of colo- 
nial bondage from the domestic servi- 
tude of Africa. But in Africa, let it 


further be remembered, there is no 


difference of colour between the mas- 
ter and his slavé. In the islands, on 
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the contrary, the difference is.so plain 
and obvious, that many West Indians 
scruple not to avow their belief that 
the negroes are an inferior order of 
beings to their: masters ; a-link in the 
chain which contects the Homo 5Sa- 
piens with the brute; a species of 
Oran-outang, differing from their bre- 
thren of the woods only in possessing 
the faculty of speech.* Can we then 
wonder, that when even their claim 
to be considered as Auman is question- 
ed, they should not be treated as men, 
and should be denied the common 
rights of humanity? Under such cir- 
cumstances they are, naturally enough, 
excluded from the pale of that sym- 
pathy, which a sense of a common 
nature and a common extraction in- 
spires; and which, in minds not ha- 
bitually regulated by religion, is the 
greatest and surest source of benevo- 
lence, and the best guard against the 
abuse of a despotic authority. 

We are unwilling to extend unne- 
cessarily this part of our review. But 
we cannot avoid remarking the confir- 
mation which our reasoning derives 
from what has lately passed in. St. 
Domingo.. Had West Indian bondage 
been that mild system which it has 
been represented to be ; is it suppose- 
able that a whole community should 
unite as one man not only in casting off 
the yoke, but in preferring extermina- 
tion, by the most cruel means, to sub- 
mitting again to wear it? But wefor- 
bear to enter on this extensive field. 

It would be endless to discuss all the 
topics which the compiler of this epis- 
tle has thought proper to bring for- 
ward. We shall, therefore, not at- 

tempt it; but merely refer our readers 
- for a complete refutation of almost 
every argument he has advanced, to 
the concise statement which was re- 
viewed in our last number. One or 
two points we shall just touch upon. 

If it were as true as it is demonstra- 
bly false, that inthe event of our abol- 
ishing the trade not one African the 
less will be sold, we should still say 
that the slave trade ought not, for one 
toment to be tolerated by this country. 


* See Long’s History of Jamaica. . 


It is founded in injustice; itis fostered 
by commercial avarice: it is transacted 
in blood. Jt is, in short, a practice in 
which no christiancan have any partici- 
fation. 


** Canst thou, and honoured with a christian 
name, 

Buy what is woman-born, and feel no'shame ? 

Trade in the blood of innocence, and plead - 

Expedience as the warrant of the deed? — 

So may the wolf, whom famine has made bold 

‘Fo quit the forest, and invade the fold : 

So may the ruffian, who with ghostly glide, 

Dagger in hand, steals close to your bed-side ; 

Not he, buthis e nce, forced the door, 

He found it inconvenient to be poor. 

Has God then given its sweetness to the cane, 

Unless his laws be trampled on, in vain ? 

Built a brave world, which cannot yet subsist 

Unless his right to rule. it be dismiss’d ? 

Impudent blasphemy ! So folly pleads, 

And av’rice being judge, with ease succeeds.” 


The writef of this epistle says, ‘‘ The 
Americans, we know, have passed an 
act of their legislature, holding out 
every encouragement to renew the 
slave commerce. The. situation of 
their southern possessions, especially 
the lately acquired and extensive one 
of Louisiana, makes slavery and the 
immediate importation of slaves, to a 
vast extent, absolutely necessary, in 
order to pursue the object of cultiva- 
tion.” Now every word of thisis no- 
toriously false. The real state of the 
case is directly the reverse. The 
American Congress has uniformly op- 
posed this trade. Though prevented, 
by a clause in the federal constitution, 
from totally abolishing it until the first 
of January; 1808; they have, in the 
mean time, done what they could. 
They have interdicted entirely the for- 
eign slave trade ; and they have ‘abso- 
lutely prohibited the introduction of 
slaves into Louisiana. There is not, 
at the present moment, a single state 
in the union, South Carolina excepted, 
which has not abolished the trade ; and 
in that state the ports have béen open- 
ed to slaves only for a short time. In 


1808, not a doubt can be entertained | 
that the American slave trade will be 
abolished roR .EvER. ‘What confi- 
dence then can. be placed in a writer 
who hazards assertions so unfounded ; 
and who-states them to be advanced on 
his own knowledge ? ee 
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We shall now take our leave of Bri- portunity. thereby afforded us of dis- 


tannicus. with observing, that we have 
seldom seen a pamphlet which had jess 
either in its design or execution to re- 
commend it to notice. It is a flimsy 
attempt to varnish infamy and to pal- 


cussing the arguments in favour of the 
slave trade which have been deduced 
from scripture, and which, however 
weak and frivolous in themselves, may 
possibly have weight with some well- 


liate guilt: and we should certainly meaning persons who have not had the 
not have deemed it worthy of a place means of fully investigating the sub- 
in our review, were it not for the op- ject. | <i 


REVIEW OF REVIEWS, &e. &e. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

You are a great enemy, Mr. Observer, 
to the Slave: Trade; and such was 
once the writer of these lines. My 
opinions on this subject underwent a 
change, on my reading, in the last 
number of the Anti-jacobin, a review 
of Winterbotteom’s Account. of the Na- 
tives cf Sierra Leone. 1 have never 
read this work of Dr. Winterbottom’s, 
neither, perhaps, have the Anti=jaco- 
bins; but they have written about it, 
and | have read what they have writ- 
ten, and Lnow write to beg you will do 
the same. By way of being highly 
useful to you, Sir, I will describe the 
progress of conviction in my mind on 
perusing the review just mentioned. 

The first thing that struck me in it, 
was the complaint so often repeated, of 
Dr. Winterbottom’s want of profurdity 
and originality, ‘ Surely, (exclaimed 
i) a reviewer so impatient of trite re- 
marks, and so anxious to Aear some new 
thing, must be very profound and very 
original himself.’ A little examina- 
tion convinced me how truly I had 
conjectured in this instance. ~ ‘I there- 
fore send you a few specimens of the 
profound. and original observations 
which I have carefully transcribed from 
the review of Dr. Winterbottom into 
my common place-book, and which had 
no smail effect in converting me to the 
Reviewer’s general opinions. Of the 
hrofound take the following samples. 

“We admire Virgil, Shakspeare, 
and Thomson, in their series of con- 
nection, of descrifilive, as well as of 
other matter.” —“ The third chapterde- 
scribes the articles of food and mode 
of agriculture; and presents a very 
fair, though a very common narrative 
f that subject,’—* The seventh clap- 


ter describes the amusements and lite- 
rature of the Africans in more. minute 
detail, but much lees forcible impres- 
sion, than Park.”—** A book profes 
sedly intended to convey existing. statis- 
tical information.’ —*Vhe great deside- 
ratum in this work ‘is the want of that 
additional knowledge, &c. &c.’ N.B. 
As the introduction of a Latin word 
into this otherwise happy sentence, 
May give it some cast of that pedantry 
which the reviewer repeatedly con- 
demns in Dr. Winterbottom, might it 
not be thus. Englished?- “What is 
chiefly wanting in this work is the want 
of, &e. &e.”? | i 

After you have sufficiently admired 
the above sentences, Mr. Editor, cast 
your eyes on the following, which are 
as new as the former are profound. 
“© We cannot think poetry well adapted 
to mere matter of fact. It is always 
either above or beneath the mark.”— 
“A material deficiency in many litera~ 
ry works is the want of unity of design.” 

Having anxiously noted down these 
and similar beauties, I proceed to exa-. 
mine the reviewer's defence of the Slave 
Trade ; and for some time read smooth- 
ly on, unmolested by any. ideas. The 
following argument at length changed 
tranquillity into delight, and doubt into 
certauinty.—“ Moses informs us, that 
whatever Joseph did, God was with 
him; hence we are to regard every 
meusure and counsel of Joseph,-that 
is recorded to us by his historian, as ra- 
tified by the divine approbation. When 
Pharaoh’s subjects were in great dis- 
tress for want of bread, Joseph offers 
them provisions on their agreeing to 
become the bondsmen or slaves of the 
king.” 


You cannot, I think, wonder, Mr, 
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Editor, that. this passage should have 
made so powerful an impression’ on my 
mind. But, alas, the infirmity of hu- 
man judgment! I will not dissemble, 
that some strange scruples had well 
nigh overpowered my better reason, 





On the Anti-jacobin’s Review of Dr. Winterbottom’s late Work. (June, 


to pass in the increase, that ye shall 
give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and 
four parts shall ‘be your own, for seed 
of the field, and for your food, and for 
them of your households, and for food 
for your litthe ones.’”? And afterwards 


when, on turning with eagerness to the @we are informed that Joseph ‘made 


history of Joseph, I could not discover 
any place in which Moses makes the 
assertion attributed to him by our friend 
the Anti-jacobin. It is, indeed, true 
that. Potiphar and the keeper of. the 
prison are said to have observed that 
Josepli was under the immediate care 
of Providence ; but, unluckily, this ob- 
servation was in both cases, made some 
years before the transaction took place 
on which our friend is commenting. 
Happily, however, I at last quelled my 
scruples on this point by recollecting, 
that Potiphar and the keeper of the 


this @ law.’ $ 


I must own I wished for my learned 
friend, the Anti-jacobin reviewer, to 
resolve some foolish and puzzling ques- 
tions which suggested themselves to 
me in this stage of the business. [ 
could not help saying to myself, * In 
what sense are men to be called slaves, 
who are by law entitled to four fifths of 
the gross produce of the lands they 
cultivate? Are the cultivators of land 
in our part of the world dondsmen, 
because the average rent which they 
reserve for “the proprietor, is not a 


prison were Egyptians, and the Egyp- /t#, but a third part of the gross pro- 


tians were magicians, and that after all, 
I had only to suppose them endowed 
with a little of that species of sagacity, 
which has enablcd our friend the re- 
viewer to foresce that, until the nature 
of Africans be changed, they always 
“ qilland must be slaves.’’ 

I then remarked, Mr. Observer, that 
Moses docs really say of Joseph, on 
two or three occasions, what the Anti- 
jacobin has made him say generally. 
Thus, when the patriarch was in Poti- 
phar’s house, we are told that * the 
Lord was with him.” But then we 
are also told of David, on one occasion, 
that *‘.he behaved himself wisely in ail 
his ways, and the Lord was with him.,’’* 
Here again some awkward doubts ob- 
truded themselves on my mind; as for 
instance: whether every measure and 
counsel of David throughout his whole 
life be justifiable?) Whether the best 
and most favoured man should be 
considered as perfect? &c. &c. But 
these new doubts 1 by a great effort 
succeeded in banishing. 

I now turned my attention to the 
account given by Moses of the terms 
on which Joseph enslaved the Egyp- 
tians! and here I read the following 
words in the address made by the 
patriarch on.that occasion. 

*“ Lo, here is seed for you, and you 
shall sow the land. And it shall come 


* ] Sam. ch. xyiil. ver. 14. 


duce? Did our ancient knights con- 
sider themselves as dondsmen when 
they held their lands of the crown ? 
Although I could not directly an- 
swer these questions, they soon lost 
their importance in my eyes, on my 
discovering. that Moses talks of the 
Egypuans being dought and sold. Now 
a man who is bought and sold (me- 
thought} must, for that very reason, be 
a slave, and neither four-filths nor nine- 
tcaths of all the gross produce of the 
world can ever make him a freeman, 
But a clergyman of my acquaintance, 
who surprised me thus musing, and to 
whom, as he isa biblical student, I 
submitted the case, vehemently resisted 
this reasoning... He urged, that the 
expressions éuying and selling. must 
be explained by the context; that the 
Hebrew words so rendered, are proba- 
bly words of more general import; 
that in particular, the word translated 
to sell, is elsewhere applied by Moses 
to lands merely mortgaged for a short 
term of years, and to men not only not 
ina state of absolute slavery, but most 
expressly and repeatedly distinguished 
from “ bonxdsmen.”’* 1 confess I here 
felt. myselfa little nettled and perplex- 
ed ; but I was by no means convinced. 
It occurred to: me that this reverend 
gentleman might be one of those false 
philanthropists whom the Anti-jacobin 
* Leviticus, chap, xxv. 











reviewer so well exposes: I knew 
him to be a warm enemy to the Slave 
Trade; I determined not to believe a 
syllable he uttered, and all my scruples 
vanished. 

Previously, however, to this happy 
consummation, I acknowledge I had 
more than once been disposed to blame 
the Anti-jacobin for not having more 
fully discussed the question on which 
he has given such excellent hints, but 
in considering which I hatlexperienced 
such harassing perplexities. I even 
find that, in a moment of spleen, the 
following note somehow found its way 
into my memorandum-book. | I send it 
merely asa monument of my weakness 
and irritability. 

“ The great desideratum in the se- 
ries and connection of descriptive, as 
well as of other matter contained in the 
Anti-jacobin’s Remarks on the Egyp- 
tian Slave Trade, and the slave-dealings 
of Joseph, is the want of an intelligible 
narrative of that subject, conveying 
existing historical information in forci- 
ble impression.” Eeihe 


er 


To the E.itor of the Christian Observer. 
1 HAVE no reason to suppose that you 
are’ otherwise than impartial in your 
animadversions on comtemporary pe- 
riodical publications. Iam, moreover, 
aware, that it is impossible for you to 
attend to every circumstance of an ob- 
jectionable nature which may be intro- 
duced into these works. Inthe Evan- 
GELICAL MaGazine, however, for 
April last, some things were inserted 
which I confidently expected would not 
have escaped your notice, Had the 
passages to which [ allude been cen- 
surable merely on the ground of ab- 
surdity, or vulGarity, or cant, I should 
have judged it wholly unnecessary to 
distinguish them by any particular 
observations. But conceiving that their 
plain and obvious tendency is deeply to 
injure the interests of vital religion; 
I shall be excused, I trust, for calling 
your attention to them. The insertions 
in question, being extracts of letters 
from ministers in America, which give 
a account of the revival of religion in 
that country, will be found at the 187th 
and 188th pages, They are as follows: 


- 


/ 
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“The work of grace I mentioned in my 
Jast as a small cloud, is now spreading so as to 
fill the whole settlement. . Nor is it confined 
to those places where the gospel is preached 
many places where they had not had a ser- 
mon for six months, are as much engaged as 
those who have statedly enjoyed the preached 
word ; and some of them considerably more. 
They now meet in societies; and it isno un- 
common thing to spend the whole night ia 
religious exercises, even the very persons who 
could not have been induced to have staid one 
half hour to have heard the best preacher on 
the continent (if they could have been gotten 
to the place at all) now nothing restrains them 
from prayer and praise.to the Most High, and 
with a spirit of devotion sufficient to shame 
Christians of the best ‘standing and talents. 
It has now spread into five counties ; and often 
lays hold of the most stout and hardened re- 
bels, and makes those who were leaders in 
iniquity, the leaders in the work of God. 
This is the Lord’s doing; and, indeed, it is 
marvellous in our eyes. Pen cannot disclose, 
tongue describe, nor fancy paint the wonders 
of the Lord we daily see amongst us. It is 
by ‘no means the form of preaching, &c.; im- 
pressions are made in riding, walking, work- 
ing, sleeping, and in every circumstance of 
life, and often by those who have not heard a 
sermon for years. Nosoonerdo they become 
impressed, but they begin to pray ardently ; 
—love one another and mankind fervently ;— 
and serve the God they before despised with 
their heart.” ? 

“1 think I mentioned to you in my last, that 
there is a deep religious impression at Durham. 
I preached there the Sabbath before last. 
There was, in the audience, a certain indes- 
cribable something, which I never before wit- 
nessed. J cannot convey an adequate idea of 
what I observed, by saying there was the 
greatest apparent seriousness, accompanied by 
adeath-like stillness. It was the easiest thing 
imaginable to preach. A neighbouring bro- 
ther, at Rocky Hill, made the same remark, 
In the parish of Durham, nevertheless, Satan 
seems to be very busy. 
thought it? A man, who had always been 
deemed a decent character, and been in the 
habit of attending public worship, was so dis- 
pleased with his daughter for joining in church 
fellowship, as to turn her out of doors; but 
he afterwards received her.. This reminds 
me of what I heard last week from Mr. Wood- 
ward, of Woolcot, at whose house was holden 
our monthly meeting :—One of his parishion- 
ers, a sober-minded, serious, and judicions 
man, was just returned from New Connecti- 
cut, a@ territory on the back of Pennsyivania. 
There, it.seems, religious impressions have 
commenced in a very remarkable manner. 
Persons, under their first influence, fall dowr 
in the midst of the congregation, and remain 
for sometime utterly helpless, but generally 
retaining the full exercise of their senses, so 
as to be able afterward to give a distinct ac- 


cognt of every transaction in their presence, 
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The preaching, it was observed, had nothing 
remarkable, either in maiuner or matter.’— 
“When persons fell down, they would make 
such an exclamation as ‘ Lord have mercy !’ 
No confusion took place. ‘They were pro- 
perly attended until they recovered. He said 
that the effect could not be counterfeited, 
Those who fell down, generally continued 
under the influence of religion: some of them 
relapsed ; and such, it was said, were most 
frequently in a-state of insensibility after the 
seizure in falling down. When one of the 
quarterly meetings was approecuings a young 
woman, at a distance, signified to her father 
a desire toattend. He, after some considera- 
tion, without any apparent reluctance, carried 
her to the place. During the preaching, she 
fell down, and upon her recovery, appeared 
deeply impressed by religious truths. The 
father was very much displeased; and in go- 
ing home, finding, his reasoning with her una- 
vailing, he horse-whipped her very severely. 
He repeated the same treatment, 1 think, 
twice after their arrival at their common resi- 
dence. His behaviour was So outrageous, as 
to oblige the daughter to claim the protection 
of the magistrate. When before him, the fa- 
ther refused to make any concessions or pro- 
mises of good behaviour. His mittimus was 
written out, and he committed to the proper 
officer ; but while on the road to prison, he 
fell down, and when able to speak, confessed 
his fault, and promised. amendment :—more- 
over, he owned, that during the whole of his 
outrageous behaviour, he had been under 
strong convictions, which he endeavoured re- 


solutely to resist.” 

Now; Sir, if the design of the con- 
ductors of the Evangelical Magazine 
had been (what I verily believe it is 
not) to expose religion to ridicule and 
contempt, I question whether they 
could have more effectually accom- 
plished their purpose than by the in- 
sertion without any censure of such 
extravagant relations. Do they really 
mean to exhibit to the world these 
strangé occurrences as a proper re- 
presentation of what may be called 
“a revival of religion.” Then must 
I grieve over the tenthousand families 
who are said to regard this work as 
oracular. It may, perhaps, be said 
in their vindication that, although they 
insert these accounts from a perswta- 


sion that they will prove gratifying to 


the depraved appetite of their readers, 
they do not intend thereby. to give 
them the stamp of approbation. If 
sich a plea could be justly preferred, it 
would be as severe a condemnation of 
their moral principles, as the phir 


heard a sermon for years. 


supposition, that these. transactions 

were really suited to their taste, would 

be of their religious discernment, 
W hat, in» reality, would be the lan- 

guage of such a procedure ?. “ Popu- 

larity is our object... But this object is - 
unattainable if we -oppose, nay, if we 

do not.countenance, prevailing errors.” 

This point, however, is placed beyond 

all doubt, by the expressions of appro- 

bation with which the accounts of 

these outrageous proceedings have 

generally been accompanied,* 

Many of your readers, and, perhaps, 
you yourself, may think I have em- 
ployed too strong language: but if 
the extracts which I have sent are 
closely: inspected, it will, probably, 
appear to requite no extenuation. 
“ Impressions,” -we- are informed, 
“are made in riding, walking, work- 
ine, sleeping, and in every circum- 
stance of life.”” T’o these impressions, 
whatever they may be, for their na- 
ture is not explained, no small efficacy 
is ascribed. ‘No sooner do persons 
become impressed,” as it ise called, 
*“ but they begin to pray ardently ; love 
one another and mankind fervently; 
and serve the God they before despised 
with their heart.’ These, Mr. Edi- 
tor, are, unquestionabiy, very excel- 
lent effects. But then, they are ef- 
fects which I have been taught to 
consider, could. be produced only by 
the hearing or reading of the word of 
God, under the-divine teaching—the 
enlightening, and sanctifying influence 
of the Holy Spirit. In the accounts 
before me, however, not a syllable is 
said of reading the word of God as a 
mean of conversion; and in many 
cases, it is expressly asserted, that the 
individuals operated Wpon had _ not 
W hence, 
then, is it, that these poor people de- 
rive their religion? From immediate 
revelation ? Such is the only inference 
which the letter-writer leaves us at li- © 
berty to make, But can this be any 
other than a gross delusion? Is that 
account entitled to any credit which 


* I would refer the reader for many perti- 
nent remarks on this subject, to your owo 
work for October, 1802; p, 670, and for. Janu 
ary 1804, p./58. , 
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directly contradicts the Bible? ‘ Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God 2:’’—* Sanctify them by thy 
truth, &c. &c.”?. St, Paul tells us, that 
itis the scriptures which made men 
« wise unto salvation ;” and St. Peter, 
that men were born again “by the 
word of God.’ But that mode, it 
should seem, is obsolete: things have 
now taken a different course : imfres- 
sions do every thing. They evea 
achieve such wonders, that ‘the most 
stout and hardened rebels,”—« those 
who were leaders in iniquity,’? become 
«leaders in the work of God:’? by 
which, I presume, we are to under- 
stand that, under the teaching of im- 
jressions, ministers are suddenly form- 
ed from the habitually profligate and 
rofane. And yet these impressions, 
of which so much is made, are left to 
be defined according to each man’s 
fancy, and seem to be as indescribable 
as the something which made it “the 
easiest thing in the world to preach”? 
at Durham and Rocky Hill. Surely, 
it would be at least decorous, if not 
prudent, to appoint a term of probation 
to these leaders in iniquity, before they 
become leaders in the work of God. 
What will be the result of such pro. 
ceedings it is not difficult to foresee. 

I was prepared to expect some great 
persecution had taken place, on read- 
ing that Satan had been very busy. To 
me, Sir, he appears to have been more 
busy than the letter-writer at all sus- 
pected ; and to have been securing his 
empire more effectually by those very 
impressions Which are so much extol- 
led, than he could have done by the 
most vehement opposition. 

But I will just advert for one mo- 
ment to the report of * the sober-mind- 
ed, serious, ahd judicious” parishioner 
of Woolcot. He takes it upon him to 
assert, that the effect of these zmpres- 
sions, could. not be counterfeited: and 
yet he tells us, in the same breath, fat 
they were counterfeited ; for  some.pe- 
lapsed.” He has attempted, however, 
to give us a very concise and compre- 
hensive rule for distinguishing a real 
from a counterfeit impression. Those 
who continued to have all their senses 
about them during the impression, af- 
forded a good hope of future perseve- 

Christ. Obsery. No, 30, 


rance ; while such as were so violently 
impressed as to lose all sense, were to 
be viewed with suspicion. Experience 
must unquestionably have great weight, 
But previous to experience, I should 
certainly have been disposed to think, 
that if these tmfiressions were of any 
value at all, they were valuable in pro- 
portion as they were powerful; and 
therefore that what deprived a man of 
all his senses was worth more than 
what merely deprived him of one or two, 

This same gentleman has represent- 
eda father as Severely chastising his 
own daughter. . The cause is not very 
distinctly specified, but if I may judge 
from what follows, her frowardness had 
some share in it. The daughter, under 
the influence, I presume, of these same 
impressions, has her father taken up, 
and brought before a magistrate; and 
because he would not make concessions 
and promise good behaviour, he is sent 
(at the instance of his daughter,) to 
jail! Here, however, these convenient 
and all-powerful in:fresstons again in- 
terfere ; and the father, fisding there 
is now no other remedy, falls down ac- 
cording to usage, whether in a state of 
insensibility or not seems uncertain ; 
and when able to speak, confesses his 
fault, (to his daughter, I presume,) 
and promises amendment. Here we 
have a very eminent instance of the 
power of imfressions : but whether im. 
pressions of a jail, or of a more preter- 
natural kind, the reader is left to con- 
yecture, 

I beg leave to close these remarks 
with an anecdote which I have copied 
verbatim from Boswell’s Life of John- 
son, Vol. III. p. 246, and which seems 
to me to throw considerable lighton the 
doctrine of ¢mpressions.. It is as follows: 

«J mentioned that I had in my pos- 
session the Life of Sir Robert Sibbald, 
the celebrated Scottish antiquary, and 
founder of the Royal College of Physi- 
cians at Edinburgh, in the original 
manuscript in his own hand-writing ; 
and that it was, I believe, the most natu- 
ral and candid account of himself that 
ever was given by any man. As an in- 
stance, he tells us that the Duke of 
Perth, then Chancellor of Scotland, 
pressed him very much to come over 
to the Roman catholic faith; that he 
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resisted all his grace’s arguments for 
a considerable time, till one day he felt 
himself, as it were, instantaneously con- 
vinced, and with tears in his eyes, ran 
into the duke’s arms and embraced the 
ancient religion; that he continued 
very steady in it for some time, and 
accompanied his grace to London, and 
lived. in his household: that there he 
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found the rigid fasting prescribed by 
the church very severe upon him: 
that this disposed him to reconsider the 
controversy ; and having then seen that 
he was in the wrong, he returned to 
Protestantism.” 

A SINCERE FRIEND OF THE CHURCH 

OF ENGLAND, 


LIFERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, &c. &c. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

Strereotyre Prainrinc was described in 
the Christian Observer, Vol. I. pp. 186, in 
the following, manner :—‘‘ The solid pages, 
used in Stereotype Printing, are cast from 
pages first set up, in the usual way, with 
moveable types. A mould or impression is 
taken of each page in any suitable plastic ma- 
terial, and afterwards as many solid pages are 
cast into the mould: as may be wanted.” 

Earl Stanhope has, we understand, devoted 
much time and money to the improvement of 
Stereotype Printing, and the introduction of it 
into this country. Mr. Andrew Wilson, Prin- 
ter, in Great Wild Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
has brought the art, underhis Lordship’s as- 
sistance and protection, to a great degree of 
maturity. A. theological .work, translated 
from the German by her Majesty, and revised 
by the Bishop of London, is now nearly ready 
for publication, and will be the first Stereotype 
work publishediin this kingdom. So well sat- 
isfied are the Syndics of the Cambridge Press 
of the great importance of this art, and of the 
degree of perfection to which itis now brought, 
that they have offered their present stock of 
Bibles, Testaments, &c. for sale at reduced 
prices, and have entered into an arrangement 
with Mr. Wilson for fourteen years, by which 
the public may soon expect to obtain the 
Scriptures, &c. cheaper, more accurate, and 
better printed, than heretofore. Considerable 
improvements are likewise carrying on in the 
printing presses, and in the manufacture of 
ink and paper ; and it is hoped, that, by these 
means the Export Book Trade may be, in 
some measure revived, which has been almost 
lost of late to this country, in consequence of 
the high price of materials andJabour. 

In the press, Sermons on various Subjects, by 
the Rey. C. P. Layard, DD. F.R.S. and F, 
A. $8. late Dean of. Bristol; in 1 vol. 8vo. on 
demy and royal paper —First Principles of 
Christian Knowledge, by the Right Rev. Thom- 
as Burgess, D. D. Bishop of St. David’s, in 
12m0 —A brief Illustration of. the Morning 
Service of the United Church of England and Ire- 
land, by the Rey. Jobn Clarke, Minor Canon 
of Durham, in 12m0,—A translation, By the 
Rev. R. Kingdon, of a work by the late Dr. 
Less, Professor in the University of Gottin- 
gen, on the Authenticity, Uncorrupted Preserva- 
tion, and Credibility of the New Testament.— 
Continental Sketches, comprising a Portrait of 


Revolutionary Holland; an Essay on the An- 
cient and Modern History of the Low Coun- 
tries; and an Inquiry into the Political and 
Commercial Interests of the Dutch; by Mr, 
Byerly, 

The Bibliographical Dictionary, Vol. VI. 
which finishes the alphabet, will be published 
on the Ist of July; containing, among other 
important articles, an ample Account of Tes- 
taments.—Vol, VII. which will complete the 
work, will speedily be published, and will con- 
tain an Account of the best Engtish Transla- 


tions of each Greek and Latin Classic, an Es- 


say on Bibliography, &c. &c. 

A new edition of the General Biographical 
Dictionary, enlarged to 18 volumes, is prepar- 
ing for the press. 

Proposals have been circulated, for publish. 
ing by subscription, in 6 vols, 4to. a translation 
fram the Persian of a work, entitled, 4 Chro- 
nological, Biographical, and Theological Histo- 
ry of the Primary and Subsequent Ages of the 
World ; carefully compiled by Meh’hommed, 
the Son of Javade Shah: dedicated to the 
Hon. the Court of Directors ; done into Eng- 
lish, and illustrated with Notes, historical, ge. 
ographical, and critieal, and embellished with 
Maps, &c. by Robert Greene, Captain of In- 
fantry on the Bengal Establishment. The 
price of each vol. will be £2. 15, 

Mr. Richard Parkinson, late of Maryland, 
proposes to publish by subscription, in I vol. 
8vo, a work, entitled, Te Experienced Far- 
mer’s Tour in America; exhibiting a copious 
and familiar View of the American System of 
Agriculture and Breeding of Cattle, with ils 
recent improvements. 

The Rev. Claudius Buchanan, Vice Provost 
of the New College, Calcutta, has appropri- 
ated fourteen hundred guineas for prizes, to 
be distributed among the Seven Universities 
of the United Kingdoms; two’ hundred to 
each. In each university, one hundred pounds 
is T6 be givén for the best prose English com- 
position on the “ Best means of extending the 
Blsings of Civilization and true Religion 
among the Hundred Million Inhabitants of 


Hindostan, now subject to British Authority “ig 
sixty pounds for the best English poem on the 
‘« Revival of Letters in the East ;” twenty-five 
for the best Latin ode or poem on ‘‘ Collegium 
Bengalense ;” and twenty-five for the best 
Greek on yeveba gos.” : 

At the Anniversary of the Roya. JENNE- 





1804. | 


ni AN SOCIETY, held on the 17th of May, Mr. 
ravers stated, that previous to the year 1802, 
the annual average of deaths by the Small 
Pox, within the Bills of Mortality of London, 
were at the rate of one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty ; and that within the last year, 
the deaths had not amounted to one thousand. 
The annual expenditure of the Society, it was 
observed would be £1000; to provide for 
which the ‘Trustees had at present a fund of 
only £400. a year in stock and in subscription. 
The Rev. R. Hill stated, that he had himself 
inoculated, according to the direction of Dr. 
Jenner, above one thousand six hundred per- 
sons within the last year, and in every case 
with success, and that nothing could be more 
simple than the operation. 

By the Annual Report of the Visiters of the 
Roya. InstrrvuTion, lately delivered in to 
the Proprietors, it appears, that the total 
amount of the expenses of the year is £2,368. 
6s. Sd.; including all the recent Improve- 
ments in the! Laboratory, Model Room, Lec- 
ture Room, &c, and some small part of what 
has been expended for the Library and Collec- 
tion of Minerals. The clear Income of the 
year 1803, amounts, on the other hand, in- 
cluding the Arrears of Subscriptions due for 
that year, to £3,181. 15s. 6d. The Visiters 
notice, with pleasure, the Additions which 
have been recently made, and are now making, 
to the Funds of the Institution. .Besides the 
return of some Annual Subscribers who had 
guitted the Institution, there have been added, 
since the commencement of the present sea- 
son, 3 Proprietors, 3 Life Subscribers, 175 
Annual Subscribers, and 242 Ladies and 
Young Persons subscribing to the Lectures 
only; and the sum received for Subscriptions 
and Proprietors’ Shares, from January Ist to 
March 3ist, 1804, has amounted to £1,902.. 
12s, The Lectures, Experiments, &c. are 
now regularly and fully attended ; and there 
is every reason to suppose that a general in- 
terest in favour of the Establishment has been 
created among the inhabitants of the metrop- 
olis. The Laboratory has been enlarged ; the 
Chemical Apparatus improved; the Collec- 
tion of Minerals increased to more than 3000 
specimens ; the Model Room arranged ; and 
the Printing Office removed, the utility of it 
not being found adequate to its expense. 
Nearly £5000. have been subscribed towards 
the New Library, of which upwards of half 
has been already expended in the purchase of 
Kooks; in particular, the Library of the late 
Thomas Astle, Esq. for which the sum of 1000 
guineas was given, has proved am important 
acquisition to the Collection ; furnishing, in 
itself, almost every book in Ancient British 
History, Topography, and Antiquities, besides 
@ variety of scarce and valuable Books in 
other classes. 

The Lectures at the Royal Institution clos- 
ed, for the present Season, on the 22d of June, 
The following Arrangement has been made 
for the Lectures and Public Experiments of 
the ensuing Season. CuristmMas Course; 
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from 10th Nov. to 26th Jan.—Mr, Davy, Che- 
mistry, First Course; Mr. Opie, Painting ; 
Mr. Fletcher, Natural Philosophy; Rev. Syd- 
ney Smith, Moral Philosophy, First Course ; 
Professor Crotch, Music; Mr. Landseer, En- 
graving=—SprinGc Covursk, from 5th Feb. to 
15th June—Mr. Davy, Chemistry, Second 
Course; Mr. Allen, Natural Philosophy ; Rev- 
Wm. Crowe, History; Rev. John Hewlett, 
Belles Lettres ; Dr, Smith, Botany ; Rev. Syd- 
ney Smith, Moral Philosophy, Second Course. 
Lectures on Poetry are also to be given. The 
Lectures of the whole Season will be 172; in 
the Christmas Course, 72, and 100 in the 
Spring Course. 

At the last Meeting ofthe Farming Society 
in Ireland, his Excellency the Lord Lieuten- 
ant, on hearing the report of the present state 
and prospects of the species of wheat called 
Ferusalem Wheat,\ately introduced, pronounc- 
ed the discovery an object of high national 
utility. Each grain, sown in dibbles of 10 
inches square, produces from 30 to 45 stems ; 
each of which stems contain from 140 to 160 
large round grains, and rises to the height of 
7 feet, with a mealy pulp, sufficient to render 
the whole mass of straw, when cut, an excel- 
lent food for all kinds of cattle ; but particu- 
larly a most provident substitute for oats with 
road and draft horses. 

Moles are such enemies, it is said, to the 
smell of garlic, that, in order to get rid of 
them, it is sufficient to introduce a few heads 
of garlic into their subterraneous walks. It is 
likewise said to be employed with success 
against grubs and snails. 


FRANCE. 


A New Encyclopedia, or Dictionary of Lite- 
rature, Morals, and Politics, has been begun in 
Paris, by a Society of Men of Letters. ‘Three 
volumes in 8vo. have been already publish- 
ed; and the whole will probably occupy 16 or 
18 large volumes, since three thick volumes 
extend only to the letter E. The professed 
object and motives of this publication are 
highly worthy of attention. The compilers, 
in their Preliminary Discourse, draw a most 
degrading picture of the State of Literature in 
France. Their statement flatly contradicts 
those ostentatious details, with which the 
French papers have endeavoured to beguile 
Europe. They tell us, that the light of rea- 
son, in their country, is obscured ; that thick 
darkness overshadows the horizon of science ; 
that genius is extinguished, and all taste for 
the belles lettres has disappeared ; that licen- 
tious works, dangerous productions, and fri- 
volous romances, have succeedéd to the im- 
mortal writings which rendered illustrious the 
reigns of Louis XIV. and XV.; that mere 
pretenders have usurped the.sceptre\of litera- 
ture ; that the pillars of knowledge are shaken, 
and soon, in all probability, ruins alone will be 
seen, scattered and mutilated monuments, 
over which the advocates of truth and the 
friends of philosophy and morals will vent 
their sighs. Burlesque scenes and buffoone- 
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ries have. supplanted, in the: public amuse- 
ments, those pieces upon which the French 
were accustomed to pride themselves, They 
observe also, that the, decline of letters and 
the corruption of manners accompany each 
other, and precede the fall of empires, and the 
slavery of nations, Nothing, indeed, can be 
more gloomy, than the picture which these 
writers draw of the moral and literary state 
of their country; and though it should be con- 
ceded that the colouring may possibly be 
overcharged, yet there is no room to doubt 
that the features are substantially correct.. The 
editors admit, indeed, that there still remain 
a few literati of a better class, who honoura- 
bly labour to promote science, truth, and vir- 
tue; but they are few; and France, they say, 
ison the eve of altogether losing its lumina- 
ries of that description. 

A curious Petrifaction has been discovered 
at Vaucelles, inthe north of France. A work. 
man, in breaking a stone that came from the 
ruins of the Abbey, divided it into two parts, 
one of which presented. the impression of a 
fish, and the other the same fish in rediewo, 
Upon careful examination it was found to be 
2 fish in the most excellent state of preserva. 
tion. It appears to be of the abdominal class, 
and asalmon, Thescales are of a violet co- 
lour mixed with yellow; the colours of the 
impression and of the relievo are the same. 
The stone was originally taken from a quarry 
in the neighbourhood of Vaucelles, which has 
been long abandoned. 

SPAIN. 

Professor Sessee, the celebrated Botanist, 
who has been absent eight years, assisted by 
party of Naturalists, has returned to Spain. 


He has visited the whole of the Spanish pos- 
sessions n North America, and the islands on 
the coast. He has enriched the science of 
Botany, it is said, with two thousand five hun- 
dre species of unknown plants; and has also 
discovered eighty non-descript fishes. 

A new Journal has commenced at Madrid, 
entiticd, Adéscellanies tn the Sciences, Literature, 
ari the Arts. The contents are divided ine 


to five parts :—1. The Physical and Mathe- 


matical Sciences, and the application of them: 


to useful purposes.—2. Natural History.—3, 
Agricuiture, Medicine, and the Arts of Indus- 
try.—4. The different branches of Literature. 
—5. The Fine Arts: besides original Pieces, 
and Translations from foreign Works, which 
will form the principal part of the Journal ; 
each number is to contain an Analysis of Spa- 
nish and -other works, with extracts from 
them. A number appears on the first and 
fifteenth of each month, consisting of two 
sheets octavo, price eighteen rials per quar- 
ter. The first number was published Jan. 1, 
1804, 


THEOLOGY, 


RUSSIA. 

The Russian Minister of Commerce at Pe- 
tersburgh, Count Rumanzoff, has just caused 
to be published a Collection of Twenty-one Ta- 
bles, which give a correct and comprehensive 
view of the present state of the Russian com- 
merce with foreign nations. It is observed in 
the introduction, which is written by the 
Count, that the results of the Russian trade 
have hitherto been kept secret ; but where the 
soveraign is the father of his people, he has 
nothing to conceal from them, and that the 
emperor has, in consequence, given orders that 
the whole commercial system of the kingdom 
should be communicated to the public. The 
Tables are divided into Five Parts; which 
comprehend the trade on the Baltic, the 
White Sea, the Black Sea, the Caspian Sea, 
and the Inland Trade. 


TURKEY. 


The art of printing begins to make some 
progress in Constantinople. An edition of 
the Mussulman Catechism, forming an octavo 
volume of eighty-six pages, has just come 
from the press. It was printed under the in- 
spection of Abdorahman-Effendi, Director of 
the Royal. Printing Office,. It appears that 
the situation of copyist, the members of which 
are very numerous, will soon be as bad at Con- 
stantinople as it must have been at Rome or 
at Paris in the fifteenth century. One of their 
most lucrative occupations was a kind of Al- 
manac of the Ramazan, which appears annu- 
ally, with calculations, by the astronomers of 
the court, indicating for each day the hours 
of fasting and prayer. The scrupulous exact- 
ness of good Mussulmen, in observing their 
Lent, procured to the copyists the sale of many 
thousands of these almanacs; which were 
sold at a price proportioned to their ornaments 
and the beauty of ‘the penmanship. ‘This 
branch of industry has been, however, almost 
entirely destroyed since the last year. An 
almanac of the Ramazan has been printec at 
Scutari, on Italian paper which resembles 
parchment. It contains for each day the hour 
and minute at which fasting ought to. be be- 
gun, &c.; and, by way of supplement, as in 
the almanac of Liege, the days for bleeding, 
taking physic, applying cupping glasses, &c. 
This innovation may appear to Europeans of 
very little importance ; but it displays boid- 
ness in the Turkish government,which Wishes, 
by these means, to sound the sentiments of the 
people, who dislike every novelty. It has 
completely succeeded in the present instance ; 
the copyist being left to murmur, while the in- 
digent devotee is very glad to procure his al- 
manac cheaper.’ Government has availed 
itself of this. good disposition, and calendars 
for the whole year are now printed. 


LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A Sermon on the same Occasion. By the 


A segmon on the Death of the Reverend Reverend J. Edwards. Is. 6d. 


Joseph Priestley. By John Disney, D. D. 1s, 


Reasons for separating from the Church of 








1804.] 


Scotland. By William Innes, Minister of the 
Gospel, Dundee. 1s. 6d. 

A Word to the Wise, and a Hint to the 
Unthinking. 2d. or 1s, 6d. per dozen. 

The most important Truths and Duties of 
Christianity stated. 2d. 

A Discourse delivered at Hackney, on Oc- 
casion of the Death of Dr. Priestley ; to which 
are annexed a Brief Memoir of Dr. Priestley’s 
Life and Writings; and a Letter from his 
Son, containing the Particulars of his last IIl- 
ness. By Thomas Belsham. 2s, 

The Duty of the Relations of those who are 
in dangerous Illness ; and the Hazard of hasty 
Interments ; a Sermon preached at Lancas- 
ter, July 1803. By the Reverend S, Girle. 
6d. or 5s. per dozen. 

A Sermon preached before the Society for 
the Suppression of Vice, at St. George’s, Han- 
over-square, May 1804. By the Bishop of 
Llandaff. 1s. 

The Providence of God, a Norisian Prize 
Essay. By James George Durham. 2s. 

A Sermon preached before the Judges of 
Assize, at Kingston on Thames, 21st March, 
1804. By the Reverend John Barwis, A.M, 
4to 

Practical Discourses. By the Reverend R. 
Warner. 2 vols. 8vo. 14s. boards. 

Christian Theology ; or, an:Inquiry into the 
Nature and general Character of Revelation. 
By the Reverend Richard Lloyd, A. M. 8vo. 

Sermons on important Subjects. By the 
late Reverend and Pious Samuel Davies, A. 
M. late President of the College in New Jer- 
sey, America. Fifth Edition, in 3 vols. To 
which are now added, Three Occasional Ser- 
mons, not included in former editions, Me- 
moirs and Character of the Author, and Two 
Sermons on his Death. By the Reverend 
Drs. Gibbons and Finley. £.1. 1s. 

Sermons on interesting Subjects. By the 
Reverend Robert Macculloch, Author of Lec- 
tures on Isaiah, neatly printed in one large 
volume 12mo. 3s. 6d; or ona finer paper, 4s. 

Reverend Matthew Henry’s Pieasantness of 
a Religious Life. Neat edition, 18mo. 1s. 3d. 

Dr. Doddridge’s Sermon on the Religious 
Education of Children. 18mo. ts. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Annals of Botany.. By C. Konig, F. 
L. S. and J. Sims, M.D. &e. . No. f. 7s, 6d. 

The Life of George’ Washington, Comman- 
der in Chief of the American Forces, during 
the War which established the Independence 
of his Country, and first President of the Unit- 
ed States. Compiled under the Inspection of 
the Hon, Bushrod Washington, from original 
Papers, bequeathed to him by his deceased 


. OTs" 


‘elative. To which is prefixed, a View of the 
Volonies planted by the English on the Conti- 
vent of North America, from their first Settle- 
ment. Ry John Marshall, Chief Justice of the 
ee States, &c. 4to. £.1. lis. 6d; 8yo. 
A new Edition, with Improvements, of the 
Third or Supplementary Volume, of Hogarth 


iilustrated. By John Ireland. £.1. 16s. 
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Celtic Researches on the Origin, Tradi- 
tions, and Language of the Ancient Britons. 
With introductory Sketches on primitive So- 
ciety. By the Reverend E. Davies. Royal 
8vo. 12s. 6d. 

An Account of the Cape of Good Hope, 
containing an historical View of its original 
Settlement, &c. Also, a Sketch of its Geog- 
raphy, Productions, the Manners and Cus- 
toms of its Inhabitants, &c. With a View of 
the Commercial and Political Advantages 
which might be derived by its Possession by 
Great Britain. By Captain R. Percival. 4to. 
4-1. 

Historical’ Outlines of the Papal Power, 
Addressed to the Roman Catholic Priests of 
Ireland. By Henry Card. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

A compendious View of Universal History, 
from the Year 1753, to the Treaty at Amiens, 
1802; with Notes to verify or elucidate the 
Passages to which they refer. By Charles 
Mayo, LL. B. 4 vols. 4to. £.6 6s. 

The History of the Spanish Invasion, and 
the Armada styled Invincible. Translated 
from the Latin of Grotius. 6d. 

An Account of the Fall of the Republic of 
Venice, and of the Circumstances attending 
that Event; in which the French System of 
undermining and revolutionising States is ex- 
posed, and the true Character of Bonaparte 
faithfully portrayed. Translated from the 
original Italian. 5s. sewed, 

A plain and familiar Treatise on the Cow- 
pox ; witha Pilate, whereby any Person may 
distinguish the genuine from the spurious 
Kind, a Distinction of the utmost Importance, 
as the latter leaves the Body still liable to the 
Infection of the common Small-pox. Extract- 
ed from the Writings of Doctors Jenner, 
Woodville, &c. With Additions. 9d. 

The Experienced Officer; or, Instructions 
by General Francis Wimpfien to young Men 
intended for the Military Profession: being a 
Series of Rules to enable Officers to carry on 
War inall its Branches. . The corrected and 
revised Edition of the latest Date. Hlustrated 
by Notes. With an Introduction by Lieuten- 
unt-colonel M’Donald, 5s. 

An Attempt to remove Prejudices concern- 
ing the Jews. By T. Witherby. 10s. 6d. 

A concise Statement of the Question re- 
garding the Abolition of the Slave Trade, an- 
nounced for Discussion in Parliament. Qs, 

Brief Remarks on the Mahratta War, and 
onthe Rise and Progress of the French Esta- 
blishment in Hindostan, under Generals 
Boigne and Perron. Is. | 

A Narrative of the Proceedings in America 


of the Society called Quakers, in the Case of 


Hannah Barnard; with a Review of the pre- 
vious Transactions in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, Intended as a Sequel to an Appeal to 
the Society of Friends. 8vo. 

Observations on the Causes of Clerical 
Non-residence, and on the Act of Parliament 
lately passed for its Prevention. 2s. 6d. 

The Life and Posthumous Writings of 
William Cowper, Esq. to which are prefixed, 
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Remarks on the Letters of eminent Persons, 
particularly of Pope and Cowper. By W. 
Hayley, Esq. Vol. III. 4to. £.1. Is.- 

Notes relative to the late Transactions in 
the Malratta Empire. By authority of the 
Marquis Wellesley. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

A Narrative of Events that have lately taken 
place in Ireland among the Society called 
vo ; with Documents and Observations. 
Ss. 6d. 

A Letter to Joseph Gurney Bevan; con- 
taining Observations on the Ministry and Dis- 
cipline of the People called Quakers. Is. 

Annals of Philosophy, Natural History, 
Chemistry, Literature, Agriculture, and the 
Mechanical and Fine Arts, for the year 1802. 
(Being the Third Volume of a Series publish- 
ed under the Sanction of the Royal Institu- 
tion of Great Britain.) By several Gentlemen, 
8vo. Qs. 

Letters written by the late Earlof Chatham 
to his Nephew, Thomas Pitt, (afterwards 
Y.ord Camelford,) then at Cambridge. 12mo. 
Ss. 

An Introduction to the Knowledge of the 
rare and valuable Editions of the Greek and 
Latin Classics; including the Scriptores de 
re rustica, Greek Romances, and Lexicons, 
and Grammars. The Whole preceded by an 
Account of Polyglot Bibles, and the best Edi- 
tions of the Greek Septuagint and Testament. 
By T. F. Dibdin, A. B. Second Edition, great- 
jy enlarged and corrected. 12s. 
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The Satires of Decimus Junius Juvenalis, 
Translated into English Verse. By the Re. 
verend W, Heath Marsh, A. M. 8yo. 

An Ode in Celebration of the Emancipation 
of the Blacks of St. Domingo, November 
29th, 1863. By T. C. Rickman. With an Ip. 
troduction written by Capel Loft, Esq. 4to. 

Hore Poetice: Poems, sacred, moral, and 
descriptive. To which are added, Four Es. 
says. By Joseph Jefferson. 12mo. 3s. 6d, 

An Inquiry into the real Difference between 
Actual Money, consisting of Gold and Silver, 
and Paper Money of various descriptions ; 
also, an Examination into the Constitutions of 
Banks, and the Impossibility of their combin. 
ing the two Characters of Bank and Exche. 
quer. By Magens D. Magens, Esq. 

An Inquiry into the Depreciation of Irish 
Bank Paper, its Effects and Causes ; and Re. 
medy proposed. Is. 

An Account of the Lady’s Society for the 
Education and Employment of the Female 
Poor. 6d. 


Reflections proper for the present Times, 
6d. or 5s. a ddzen. 

Facts and Hlustrations relative to the Mi- 
litary Preparations carried on in France, be- 
tween the Conclusion of the Treaty of Amiens, 
and the Commencement of the present War. 
From the French of Sir Francis D’Ivernois, 
8vo. 2s. 6d. 


Remarks addressed to the Country, not to 
Parties. 1s, 6d, 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Annual Report of the Directors of the Missiona- 
ry Society. 

OF this report, which was laid before the ge- 

neral body on the 9th of May last, we shall 

give a short abstract. 

No important information had been received 
from Orauetre during the last year, except- 
ing that peace had been restored between the 
contending natives of that island, and that the 
Missionaries were more at liberty, in conse- 
quence of that event, to pursue their labours. 

Respecting Sourn ArFrica, nothing ma- 
terial is stated in this report which we have 
not already had an opportunity of communi- 
cating to our readers. 

Previous to the breaking out of the war with 
France, measures had been taken for dis- 
persing the New Testament, prefaced by an 
essay on its authenticity, throughout that 
country and its dependencies, as well as for 
printing the Old Testament in French. The Di- 
rectors hope that the former is silently spread- 
ing through France, and that the printing of the 
latter will be undertaken by some society on the 
continent, whose communication with that 
country is not interrupted as ours at present is, 

From the British dominions in Norru 
America, information respecting the state of 
religion has been received by means of the so- 
ciety’s missionaries. They represent religion 
as at a very low ebb indeed; whole towns and 


districts being destitute of all religious ordi- 
nances, and in danger of losing even the forms 
of christianity. 

Three Missionaries, one of them the Reve- 
rend Mr. Vos, distinguished by his faithful 
and successful labours both in Holland and at 
the Cape of Good Hope, have been sent to 
CEYLON. 

Another Mission, consisting of the Rever- 
end Mr. Ringeltaube, and two others, was 
about to be sent out tothe continent of Inp1a., 


AMERICAN METHODISTS, 

Atthe Methodist conferences in America 
for 1803, the following statement was made of 
the numbers in that country who were in con- 
nection with the Methodist society at that 
time. 


Whites. Coloured. 

Western States, Ken- 
tucky,&e. . 7,738 464 
Southern ditto ; . 9,256 2,815 
Virginiaditto . 13,089 3,794 
Baltimore ditto 3 . S589 6,414 


Philadelphia ditto > 24,626 8,561 





New England ditto 2,927 14 
New York ditto ; 11,458 301 
——— 

81,617 22,453 


Total 104,070, being 17,336 more than last 
year. | 
Some of the transactions, reported to have 
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taken place at the Camp Meetings of the 
American Methodists, may become the sub- 
ject of future remark. 


GREAT BRITAIN, 


The Bisnor or Lonpow has circulated a 
very useful address to the clergy of his dio- 
cese, recommending to them to enforce, by 
every means in their power, the external de- 
corum of public worship, and to endeavour to 
restore the devout posture of kneeling at pray- 
ers, which has of late been so much disused. 
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We sincerely hope, that this pastoral address. 
may have its due effect. 

On the 31st of May, according to the annu- 
al custom, upwards of six thousand charity 
children, attended by their patrons, masters, 
and matrens, went in procession to St. Paul’s 
Church, where an excellent and appropriate 
sermon was preached by the Right Reverend 
Bishop of Lincoln, from the 11th chapter of 
St. Matthew, the latter part of the fifth verse, 
** And the poor have the Gospel preached unto 
them.” 


VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


FRANCE. 


Tue French papers have been filled with a va- 
riety of details respecting the elevation of Bo- 
naparte to the imperial purple. By the Organ- 
ic Senatus Consultum, which has been adopt- 
ed on the occasion, Bonaparte is declared Em- 
peror of the French, and the imperial dignity 
hereditary inthe order of primogeniture, to 
the exclusion of females and their descent. 
The Emperor may, however, aclopt the chil- 
dren or grandchildren of his brothers, who 
have attained théage of eighteen years, pro- 
vided he himself have no children. In the 
case of the failure of his heirs, or of those of 
Joseph and Louis Bonaparte, a Senatus Con- 
sultum, proposed by the great officers of the 
empire, and submitted to the acceptance of 
the people, shall appoint an Emperor. The 
members of the Emperor’s family are to be 
princes; his eldest son imperial prince. No 
prince is to marry without the Emperor’s per- 
mission. In case ofa minority there shall be 
a regency, from which females are excluded. 
The Emperor shall be of age at eighteen. The 
Great Dignitaries of the empire are, the Great 
Flector, the Arch-Chancellor of the Empire, 
the Arch-Chancellor of State, the Arch-Trea- 
surer, the Constable, and the High Admiral, 
who shall rank after the French princes, and 
form the Great Council of the Emperor, and of 
the Legion of Honour, and be at the same time 
Senators, The Great Officers of the Empire 
shall be AZarshais of the Empire, Colonels. 
General, and such Great Civil Officers, as shall 
be instituted by the Emperor. All the above 
officers are irremoveable. The Emperor shall 
swear to maintain the integrity of the French 
Republic, to respect and cause to be respected, 
liberty of conscience and the laws of the Con- 
cordat: the equality of rights: political and 
civil liberty: the irrevocability of the sales of 
national property : and not to levy any tax but 
by virtue of alaw. The Senate shall consist 
of the Princes, the Great Dignitaries,of eighty 
members chosen by the Emperor from lists 
formed by the Electoral Colleges, and of other 
ciuzens whom the Emperor shall judge prop- 
er to place in the Senate. A committee of the 
Senate of seven members shall watch over in- 
dividual liberty, and ensure the trial, within 
ten days, or the liberation of such as are ar- 
rested: another committee shall watch over 


the liberty of the press. The High Imperial 
Court, composed of the Princes, Grand Dig- 
nitaries, Great Officers, Chief Judge, forty- 
six Senators, and other members, shall take 
cognizance of offences, committed by mem- 
bers of the Imperial family, by the Grand Dig- 
nitaries, Senators, &c. and by all ministers of 
state under their official responsibility. 

Although the above Senatus Consultum has- 
not only been adopted, but acted upon, yet- 
the farce of liberty must still be kept up. Ac- 
cordingly it was resolved, that the following 
proposition shall be presented to the French 
people for their acceptance, viz. ** The French 
people will the Imperial dignity to be heredi- 
tary in the direct, natural, legal, and adopted 
descent of Napoleon Bonaparte, in the natural 
and legal descent of Joseph Bonaparte and 
Louis Benaparte, as.settled by the organic 
Senatus Consultum of Floreal 28, year 12.” 

On the 30th Floreal (May 20th) Bonaparte 
was proclaimed Emperor at Paris with great 
pomp. 

The French armies seem to have universal- 
ly concurred in this new revolution; and ad- 
dresses have also been received upon it from 
almost every part of France. 

The triat ofthe alleged conspirators, includ. 
ing Georges and Moreau, was opened at Paris 
about the end of the last month, and was not 
brought to a close until the 10th instant, when 
Georges and nineteen others were capitally 
condemned: Moreau and four more were 
found guilty in a slight degree: and 21 were 
fully acquitted. These facts, if true, afford 
presumptive evidence of the fairness of the 
jury: yet an Englishman, accustomed to the 
husheite and equitable practice of our courts 
of law, will naturally be shocked by the utter 
disregard manifested in the course of these 
trials, of ‘those principles of British jurispru- 
dence which forbid any examination tending 
to criminate oneself; and, which constitute the 
judges counsel for the prisoner. 

We extract the following paragraph from 


La Gazette e France: 


“ Paris, June 6—The invasion of England is 
to be attempted before the 14th of July: a di- 
vision of the Ingperial guard is already arrived 
at Havre, on its way to Boulogne, where the 
Emperor will arrive within a week.— Thirty. 
six hours calin, and England is ours,” 
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Little as we regard this idle gasconade, we 
think it right to say, that we entertain as little 
doubt at this moment as we have done at any 
period of the war, that Bonaparte seriously 
Purposes to attempt the invasion of this coun- 
try. in Boulogne, it is said, are collected 
about two thousand gun boats in which may 
be embarked two hundred thousand men. If 
one hundred thousand of these are destroyed 
in the attempt tocross the channel, the re- 
mainder may land. Of the event, we have, it 
is true, every hope which ought to be indul- 
ged on such an occasion. But still let us 
never forget, that under the blessing of Provi- 
dence the best way of averting danger ts to 
be prepared to meet it. 


GERMANY. 


The cold manner in which the note of the 
#mperor of Russia, mentioned in our last, was 
received by the diet of Ratisbon, seems calcu- 
lated rather to repress than to encourage any 
sanguine expectation, that the late violent ag- 
gressions on the part of Bonaparte against the 
peace and security of Germany will be follow- 
ed by any measures which are likely to curb 
the unbridled license of French domination, 
Even the Emperor of Germany, when pressed 
by the Kussian rescript to consider this topic, 
proposes only an inquiry into the subject, ac- 
companying, at the same time, that proposal 
with an opinion thatFrance will probably be able 
to justify her conduct. The ministers of Prus- 
sia and Baden intimate their expectations also 
that Bonaparte will of his own accord give 
such explanations as will! prove satisfactory to 
the court of Petersburgh. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the hope of any spirited interfer- 
ence on the part of the great continental pow- 
ers, for the purpose of restraining the ambi- 
tion of the new Emperor within the bounds of 
his empire, appears very vain. 


EGYPT. 


Elfi Bey, who lately visited England, has, it 
is said, attempted, unsuccessfully, to form a 
party in Egypt who should favour the French. 
Whiatever truth there may bein that report, it 
is clear that since his return he has been at- 
tacked by the party of Osman Bey, and strip. 
ped of all his baggage and valuable presents, 
he himself narrowly escaping with life. He 
is now said to be a fugitive in Upper Egypt. 


EAST INDIES. 


Despatches have arrived from India, an- 
nouncing the conclusion of peace between the 
Company and the hostile Marattahs. Great 
eessions both of territories and forts have been 
made by the Rajah of Berar and Scindia, and 
it 1s stipulated that they shall not retain in 
their service the subjects of any power at war 
with Great Britain, nor even admit into their 
service any French or other European officers. 

WEST INDIES. 

The capture of the colony of Surtnam, on 

the 4th of May, was announced in a letter of 


the Secretary of State to the Lord Mayor on 
the 22nd instant, 


ST. DOMINGO. 


“Of this island, ndw called Hayti, General 
Dessatines has been appointed sole governor. 
for life, with power to nominate his succes. 
sor. One ofthe first acts of his government 
was to offer a sum of forty dollars for every 
person of colour formerly deported from the 
island to America or elsewhere, who should 
be conveyed back to-it again. 

The agitation of the slave trade question in 
parliament has given a new importance to the 
transactions in St. Domingo: and the slave 
traders and their adherents have taken great 
pains to make every report, whether true or 
false, which may have reached this country, sub. 
servient to their design of vilifying the negro 
character, and of exciting a dread of the con. 


sequences of abolition, But even if we were 


to admit that every idle and contradictory re. 
port which has been circulated is literally cor. 
rect, such an admission instead of weakening 
would serve to fortify the arguments for put- 
ting an end to this trade. As insurrection in 
our islands is to he dreaded in proportion to 
the extent in which new Africans have been 
imported, surely every instance of atrocity, 
which is alleged against a inhabitants of 
Hayti, ought to operate as a strong motive 
with the planters to oppose any increase of 
African population. But the negroes, it is 
asserted, will confound abolition with emanci- 
pation, and when they hear that the slave 
trade is abolished, will read in that act their 
own freedom. But.have they done so in Vir- 
ginia, where farther importations have been 
prohibited since the commencement of Ameri- 
can independence ? Have they done so in any 
of the other United States where the slave 
trade has been abolished? If there were any 
truth in this argument would the Congress risk 
the safety of Louisiana, by making it a part of 
the constitution of that state that no more 
slaves shall be imported? 

Neither, we apprehend, do the reports of 
massacres in St. Domingo, supposing them 
true to their full extent, prove that any very 
peculiar degree of moral pravity attaches to 
the African character. If, after the number- 
less massacres and murders of the French, the 
blacks in that island should not have been pro- 
voked to retaliate: if, at the very moment 
when a considerable remnant of the French 
force which was expelled by them, is threaten- 
ing a descent from the shores of Cuba, they 
should not wish to rid themselves of those in- 
mates who would favour the enemy: if when 
privateers, fitted out from Cuba, are daily com- 
mitting depredations accompanied with the 
most savage cruelties, they should feel no 
temptation to vindictive measures : we should 
rejoice in the triumph of principle over pas- 
sions; but we should be almost disposed to 
adopt a statement of their enemies, though in 
another sense, and to regard them as a differ- 
ent race of beings ‘from our own. 

What degree of truth there may be in the 
various reports of massacres which. have 
reached us, we will not pretend to say. Una- 
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questionably they cannot all be true, because 
they are wholly inconsistent with each other. 
Indeed when we look to the bistory of St. Do- 
mingo, during the last seven years, we see 
abundant reason for discrediting reports 
which are transmitted to us, like the present, 
through the channels either of Jamaica plan- 
ters or American traders. It will not be de- 
nied, that the planters of Jamaica think it their 
interest to degrade the African character. A 
similar motive may, be supposed to actuate 
many American traders; who, moreover, as is 
well known, seldom scruple to spread any 
false of exaggerated report which may deter 
other traders from becoming their competi- 
tors in the same market. It is a very remark- 
able fact, that all those reports which we re- 
ceived ‘from Jamaica and America, and even 
from France, respecting cruelties committed 
by the blacks on the landing of Leclerc, after- 
wards proved, according to the official state- 
ments of the French themselves, ts ve utterly 
false. In short, we can give little credit to 
facts which come to us through a medium so 
calculated to distort and exaggerate them. 

It has been said, that the exhorbitancy of 
the demands of Dessalines has. frustrated an 
atteinpt of the government of Jamaica to form 
a treaty of commerce with him. This may be 
said: but it will not be told us, what share the 
morbid jealousy and rooted hatred of the Afri- 
can race which prevail in Jamaica, may have 
had in producing the failure in question, 

it has been also alleged that Dessalines had 
proposed to contract with us for the importa- 
tion of slaves into Hayti, and the circumstance 
is triumphantly adduced as an argument 
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against the abolition. But allowing it to be 


true to the full extent which is alleged, we do - 


not see how it can affect, in the most remote 
degree, the question at issue. A wish to re- 
cruit his army, or to restore his exhausted 
population, might lead to such an application ; 
without any intention of buying negroes for 
the purpose of placing them in a state of bon- 
dage similar to what prevails in our islands, 
Indeed the latter plan might be demonstrated 
to be impossible. The real state of the case, 
however, seems to be that Dessalines, from a 
wish to conciliate the people of Jamaica, 
made no objection to their proposal of bein 
allowed the monopoly of the trade of Hayti, in- 
cluding “la vente deg negres.” But to infer, 
from his willingness to gratify them with the 
exclusive privilege of sedling negroes at Hayti, 
that it was his intention to establish a slave 
trade, is surely unwarranted. | 
There is another circumstance, in addition to 
those which we have already mentioned, which 
renders the truth of the late reports, respect- 


_ing St. Domingo, very doubtful. In the Ja- 


maica newspapers, which have lately arrived 
in this country, not a syllable is said of those 
occurrences which have been so triumphantly 
proclaimed in thig country. 

It appears to bean undoubted fact, that 
Dessalines had sent an officer to the governor 
of Cuha to say, *‘ tbat he wished to live at 
peace with his neighbours; but unless the 
French privateers were totally expelled from 
the ports of Cuba, he would immediately in- 
vade the island with a force sufficient to sub- 
due it.” Little doubt can be entertained of 
his being fully competent to execute his threat. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS, 

Ir was our intention to have inserted a copi- 
ous account of some of the proceedings in par- 
liament during the last month, particularly 
those which related to the Slave Trade, and 
to Mr. Pitt’s Defence Bill; but our limits 
will not admit of our giving more than a mere 
outline of what has passed. We may, .per- 
haps, on a future occasion, recur to the argu- 
ments which have been employed on the slave 
trade question. 

On the 31st of May, Mr. Wilberforce moved 
for leave to bring in a bill for abolishing the 
slave trade. He prefaced his motign with a 
most eloquent and argumentative speech, 
which seemed to carry conviction to the mind 
of almost-every member of the house who was 
not interested in the question. One hundred 
and twenty-four voted in favour of the mea- 
sure and forty-nine against it. The Irish 
members almost to a man took the part which 
Justice and humanity no less than policy re- 
qtured them to take. The second reading of 
the bill took place on the 7th instant, after an 
animated debate, in the course of which every 
objection to the principle of the bill was solidly 
answered, The division was one hundred to 
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forty-two. Another debate took place on the 
12th wmstant, on the motion for going into a 
committee, when the numbers in favour of the 
motion were -seventy-nine to twenty. In the 
committee the time at which importations into 
the islands were made to.cease was the first 
of January 1805. The report of the committee 
was received after counsel had been heard 
against the Bill on the 25th ; and on the 27th 
it was read a third time, and passed by a ma- 
jority of 69to 33. We congratulate the friends 
of religion, of justice, of humanity, and of the 
true interests of their country on this auspi- 
cious event. 

Mr. Pité’s bill for increasing our means of 
defence met with such violent and powerful 
opposition as seemed to endanger the contin- 
uance of his administration, The united par- 
ties of Lord Grenville, Mr. Fox, and Mr, Ad- 
dington, mustered all their strength; and in 
houses, containing upwards of four hundred 
members, the majority fluctuated from thirty- 
nine to fifty. The bill has passed through the 
House of Commons. It-s not likely to en- 
counter an equally formidable resistance jn 
the House of Lords. We are truly sorry to 
perceive the height to which party spirit has 
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risen on this occasion. The firmness, how- 
evet, with which Mr. Pitt has met the dis- 
couragements of his: situation, has tended 
greatly to raise him in the eyes of many ; and 
it seems for the present to have destroyed 
every hope of a change in the government. 


DOMESTIG OCCURRENCES. 


Lord Hardwicke continues in the govern- 
ment. of Ireland. 

The Duke of Montrose is appointed Presi- 
dent of the Board of trade and plantations, and 
the Right Hon. George Rose his deputy. 

Viscount Castlereagh, the Duke of Portland, 
Lord Hawkesbury, Earl Camden, Lord Har- 
rowby, the Right Hon. William Pitt, Lord 
Glenbervie, the Right Hon. Thomas Wallace, 
and Viscount Dunlo are appointed commis- 
sioners for the management of the affairs of 
India. 

The King has been pleased to appoint C, 
Arbuthnot, Esq. to be his Majesty’s Ambassa- 
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the 
Sublime Ottoman Porte; Benjamin Garlike, 
Esq. Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Ple- 
nipotentiary to the Court of Copenhagen ; C. 
Stuart, Esq. Secretary of Embassy to the 
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Court of St. Petersburgh ; E. Thornton, Esq. 
Secretary of Legation to the Court of Berlin ; 
Aug. Foster, Esq. Secretary of Legation to the 
United States of America ; and Fred. Linde- 
man, Esq. Consulat Embden. Charles Bishop, 
Esq. is appointed to be his Majesty’s Procu- 
rator-General, in the place of James Hesel- 
tine, Esq. deceased. 

On the 18th instant, J. Stephens and J. Ag- 
new, Esqs. were brought up to the Court of 
King’s, Bench to receive sentence for extort- 
ing the sum of £.10,625. in their official capa- 
cities, of the Samoa Rajah, on the Malabar 
coast. After a long and impressive speech 
from Mr. Justice Grose, he pronounced the 
following sentence :—That J Stephens pay a 
fine to the King of £.5000. and be. committed 
to the King’s Bench prison for two years. 
That J. Agnew be confined in the same place 
for the same term, and that they both do for- 
feit the sum of £.10,625. being the amount of 
the sum found by the jury to have been ex- 
torted from the Rajah. Lord Ellenborough 
mentioned that both the fine and the forfeiture 
will be received by the East India Company, 
under an order of court. 


OBITUARY. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer, 


Tuose of your readers, who have perused 
with due attention the account, which I was 
permitted to send you lately, of the pious con- 
duct of Miss Margaret Y during her last 
illness, willbe gratified by the following, no 
less edifying, account of her younger sister 
Miss Catherine. It was written by the same 
lady who wrote the former, and is chiefly 
taken from a series of letters sent to her sister, 
another aunt of the young ladies. The short 
preface, which relates to this young lady’s 
conduct upon her arrival in England, was writ- 
ten by the same person to a friend of mine, to 
whom copies of the letters had been Sent. 
ree) 2 

‘* WHEN my niece Catherine came from India, 
she was little more than six yearsold. Isoon 
discovered marks of grace and thoughtfuiness 
in her, along with great sweetness and cheer- 
fulness of disposition. x 

*‘ The first request which she made to me 

was on the day after she landed, when in bro- 
ken English she asked me—‘ You teach me to 
‘pray ? One little girl on board our ship could 
say prayers, but I could not. I only try, and 
say at night, O Lord! carry me safeto Eu- 
rope country, and make me good woman— 
then [failasleep”. 

“She then said—‘ Why my sister A—— 
not here?’ I answered, that she was dead— 
that God had taken her from this world. The 
recollection of the dear child I had so lately 
lost uvade me shed tears, She directly said— 
‘Why you cry? You say God did take her; 
God can give good place for her.’ 

** During her education, I found that such 





books or conversation as made her most ac- 
quainted with God, were most acceptable to 
her. I saw with thankfulness the pleasure she 
haa in her private duties, and in reading ber 
Bible, especially after she had the advantage 
of hearing the Rev. Mr. J F—, which 
was during the last three years and half of her 
life, During that time she regretted much 
when any thing prevented her being at 
Church ; and used to beg that I would bring 
her home as much of the sermon as I could. 
These, and other circumstances, gave me a 
hope that a work of grace was not only begun 
in her, but was gradually advancing, 


“« She was mercifully supported during the 
sickness, and at the death of her sister Mar- 
garet, which was a very great trial to her. By 
every means in her power she shewed her be- 
loved sister that she was willing to resign her to 
God. And she was enabled to do this, because 
she sought for help and strength where she 
could not seek them in vain. When I thanked 
her for her behaviour during so trying a scene, 
she said—‘ Not me, aunt, not me: that God 
who supported Margaret, supported me.’ 


‘‘On my saying one day that I regretted to 
pass the chamber where the body of my dear 
niece was lying, without having time to go in, 
and asking her if she did not feel the same re- 
gret, she said, ‘ No, my aunt, I do not mind 
her poor.dust. I love to think of ber as an 
angel in heaven, ~ 3 von’ 

‘ About four months after the death of her 
sister Margaret she was taken ill; and as 





soon as 1 was sure of the nature of her disor- 


der, I acquainted her with it. She bad scen 
her sister carried on in one continued and un- 
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varying sunshine of hope, peace, and cheerful 
resignation, to her Jast’ moments, when she 
left the world rejoicing in the prospect of 
heaven. Catharine felt not the same assur- 
ance. Her hope for a time seemed taken 
away; and her mind was filled with doubts and 
terrors, ‘*O,’ said she, ‘if I should be de- 
ceived in every thing at last! If when I die I 
lift up my eyes in hell, when it is too late for 
repentance !? The promises which she used to 
delight in, for atime lost their sweetness, and 
She could not appropriate them to herself. 
‘©Thus in tender mercy did God convince 
her, that she had yet deeper work to learn. 
In much love and pity He shewed her, that 
she had relied too much on those duties which 
she had performed, and too little on dim to 
whom they were paid. O, how bright does 
that grace and mercy shine, which drew aside 
the cloud that hung over her, and enabled her 
at length to say—‘ I have carried all my fears 


and cares to God, and he bas turned them all 
into peace and joy,’ 


Extracts of letters from Mrs. M- Vn" tp 
er sister, concerning their niece, Miss Cathe- 
rine Y——, during her last iliness. 


Novy. 28th, 1802. 

‘¢If ever mind was in heaven, while the 
body was on earth, it is my Catherine’s. The 
most edifying sight you can imagine is our 
dear niece, in this her hour of trial! It is de- 
lightful to me to be beside her. _No murmur 
—no complaint escapes her lips. If! pity her, 
and say—‘ My love, your cough is very bad to 
day;’ shé will answer, with a sweet smile— 
‘Fie, aunt, let us be thankful I have so little 
pain.” She is, indeed, in the hands of mercy, 
and strongly she expresses her sense of it. 
Desirous of a full submission to the will of 
God, and of a strong dependence on his pre- 
cious promises,one or other of which is almost 
constantly in her mouth; particularly, Zhough 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as 
snow, Gc. He that cometh unto me I will in no 
wise cast out. Casting all your care on God for 
He careth for you. Come unto me all ye that are 
weary, &9e, 

**She will lift up her hand to me (which is 
reduced to mere skin arid bone) and will say 
—* My flesh and my heart fail; but God is 
the strength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever,’ 

“Yet with all this reliance on the promises 
of God, she says she does not feel that stron 
and abiding assurance of the pardon of her sins 
which she desires ; but she says her trust in 
God’s word increases daily. She often says 
to me—'O, my aunt, what a God is mine! 
See how he comforts, strengthens, and sup- 
ports me, a poor feeble creature. O d/ess the 
Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless 
his holy name. 1 wish every body would praise 
him ; but every one knows not what a God of 
mercy he is. With what patience and mercy 
has he borne with my fifteen years of sin? 
And even now, when he lays his hand upon 
me, with what gentleness he does it! But you 
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know, aunt, he carries the lambs\in bis bosom !? 

** She said to me the other day—* O what 
a sinner have I been! How little have I pro- 
fited by the means I have had ; and how few 
have had such opportunities. Yet in his mercy 
he spares me. He does not snatch me away 
by a violent sudden death ; he blesses me with 
a ‘long sickness, and sanctifies it to mein 
answer to my prayers; and brings about me 
good and serious people, who greatly streng- 
then and assist me.’ 

‘‘ Thus strong, my dear sister, is the love, 
the faith, the humility of this young saint. I 
can describe nothing so sweet, so interesting, 
so like a mild setting sua, as her beautiful 
countenance. Every one. who sees it is struck 
with it, All that sprightliness, which we 
used to admire, is there ; but so tempered, so 
softened, that it is not in my power to describe 
it; but it is most heavenly. Not one gloomy 
hour have I seen in her stck chamber; but a 
cheerfulness that shews her mind is at peace. 
When I watch her from week to week, from 
morn till night, 1 see her always the same. 
Her mind never loses sight of its great object. 
Joy, peace, hope, these and the bike fruits of 
the spirit, are always visible. Not one com- 
plaint passes her lips. Prayer and praise oc- 
cupy her whole mind. If any persons come 
in who introduce useless conversation, she re- 
grets the loss of time, and will say when they 
are gone—‘ My time is almost doney Ihave 
no minutes now to waste; but I try to keep 
my heart and thoughts, whilst others are talk- 
ing ; for what is the world to me now! It is 
the prayer and desire of my heart, that a// 
my thoughts may be of God, and with God. I 
wish to hear, or speak, of nothing else.” 

** She has looked over all her little valuables, 
and has given to each of her young friends, 
and to the servants, a pocket-book, or some 
little thing, as a token of her love. 

‘ She said to me last night, when suffering 
greatly—‘ O, my aunt, that my patience may 
last! What a sad thing it will be, ifafter all I 
have said to my God, of my desire to submit 
to Him in all things, of my willingness to bear 
whatever he sees good to lay upon me—my 
wish that He should purge my heart from every 
thing that would oppose him—lf; afier all, I 
should be -fretful and complain—O, what a 
dreadful thing would that be ! But my prayer, 
my constant prayer shall be, ‘O suffer me not 
at last, for any pains of death, to fall from 
thee.’ 

Dec. Sd, 1802. 

‘The last week has brought my dear niece 
a great way on her journey. She is very sen- 
sible of it, and points it out tome with the 
$ weetest composure and resignation ; but does 
not rejoice yet in the prospect of death as my 
Margaret did. She laments that she cannot 
apply the whole of the promises of God to her- 
self more fully. She says—‘ The desire of my 
heart is firmly to rest on his word, and to live 
to Him in ali his ways and commands ; and 
for the truth of that desire I can appeal to him. 
{ feel myself wholly resigned to his will; and 
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as that desire, and that resignation must 
be his gift, 1 trust his goodness will not stop 
there.’ , 

** She sometimes uses an expression which 
will give you, in a few words, a clear idea of 
her state—* When I think of the greatness of 
God, and then of my own sinfulness, I seem 
to hope against hope ; but I endeavour to keep 
fast hold of (he promises of God, and 1 grope 
my way to Him.’ 


Dec. 18th. 

*‘ She has been carried in the servant’s arms 
Up stairs more than two months, but the mo- 
tion, however gentle, has latterly been near 
depriving her of breath. 1 could not ask her 
to have a bed put up inthe parlour, where her 
beloved Margaret languished and died; but.I 
got the doctor to propose a bed in the draw- 
ing-room. She said to me—‘ My dear aunt, 
that will occasionsyou far too much trouble 
and fatigue. Let me have the same bed put 
up in the. green parlour which Margaret had : 
I shall like thatthe best.?, How:shall I describe 
to you the thankfulness with which she took 
possession of the same room and bed,in which 
her sister died so lately. 

** Some time ago she was uneasy, that she 
did not feel more assurance of pardon and ac- 
ceptance. I. endeavoured to convince her, 
that the promises are to those who believe, 
and commit themselves wholly to the Lord, 
and not merely to those who are enabled to re- 
joice, This has been of much use to her; and 
Ihave now the comfort of seeing-her dwell 
with delight upon the promises. Before I 
leave herrcom at midnight, she will call me 
back to her bedside, and say, ‘ Now, my aunt, 
repeat to me some of the precious promises 
before you leave me, that 1 may feed upon 
them when I cannot sleep.’ 


Dec. 26th. 

‘© Amongst the greatest of God’s mercies 
she reckons her long sickness, now near eleven 
monilis But what is become of Ifer love of 
life, her uncommon dread of death? Let her 
own sweet words answer. *O,; my aunt, bow 
my God answers all my prayers. I carried all 
my fears and cares to him, and He has turned 
them all into peace and joy. I think the weak- 
er J} grow in body, the more my faith in- 
creases. How often have I prayed for more 
prey and see how all my prayers are answer. 
ed 

‘The other evening, when I had been up- 
on my knees, supporting her longer than usual, 
and found some difficulty in rising, she held 
out her hand to help me, I'smiled at the of- 
fer, and said, I wish, my love, you were able, 
She answered—‘ I wish £ was—but, oh no, do 
not let me say that, for then, perhaps, I might 
not be inso good a way, and then I could not 
be happy.’ Soon after she said—* What a 


mercy is my death! Had I recovered my 
health, perhaps I might have grown fond of 
the world again, and have forgotten all my 
_ God’s goodness to me.’ 


** See, my dear sister, what Almighty grace 
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can do!» Not only is her great dread of dying 
taken away, but she enabled to look upon death 
as a blessing, and does not even venture to 
wish for return of health, lest it should not be 
good for her, * What an honour’ (she said 
to me the ether night, as I supported her in 
bed) * what an honour, for a poor thing like 
me to be taken to heavens out of the way. of 
sin and sorrow! To be clothed with my Re- 
deemer’s righteousness ; for I have none of 
my own !" 

“ She often speaks of the comfort of prayer. 
*How refreshed I feel, when 1 enjoy a little 
time in prayer, and carry all my cares to 
God !” 

‘* About a fortnight ago she expressed a 
great wish to.see the Rev. Mr. F “ She 
said—* ] find my strength is nearly gone. My 
time is almost done, I want to see him 
whilst I have any strength left to speak. I 
wish to tell him of all my God’s goodness to 
me ; and to thank him for all his prayers, and 
friendly visits; and to bid him farewell till 
we meet in heaven” When he came she ex- 
pressed herself nearly in the same manner, 
and, after bidding him farewell, she said— 
* But, Sir, if I should be mistaken, and should 
linger a little longer here,.come and see me : 
when I cannot speak, I can listen to your 
prayers.’ As soon as he was gone, she said 
—‘ Aunt, I am finely just now, give me my 
knitting ; 1 will try to knit a little” So undis- 
turbing, so soothing, are such scenes to her? 


Dec. 30th. 

“From the accounts which Ihave sent you, 
my dear sister, you will be able to form a clear 
idea of my-happy, bappy Catherine. Dear 
young saint! old in the knowledge of her 
own heart, and of the love and mercy of her 
God. In speaking of these about ten days 
ago, she said—* Oh, how shall I be thankful 
for all the mercies of my God tome! Had I 
been brought up withreading novels and plays, 
without the knowledge of a Saviour, what 
should IL have done now! O that I could per- 
suade. my young friends! But I have been 
very remiss tothem. They have come to see 
me day after day, and i have never told them 
of the great goodness of my God to me! 
Aunt, I have done very wrong. Had I told 
them with what tender mercy He deals with 
me, and how He comforts and-supports me 
on my dying bed, it woulc have induced them 
to seek Him. ‘They will believe a dying 
friend, . 

Since that, she has taken every opportunity 
of speaking tothem. She has given to each 
some little thing for a keep-sake. ‘To one she 
gave some artificial flowers, and said—‘ Wear 
them for my sake, but remember. my advice, 
do not wear them as ornaments. to make you 
fine, and to attract the notice of the world. 
One fit of sickness will make the world of 
no value toyou. When youaye on your death- 
bed, it will give you no comfort to think how 








* A minister whose labours had been of the 
greatest use to ler, as already mentigned. 
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fine you have been; but if you have made 
your Saviour your friend, O then you will be 
happy indeed.’ ' sf 

« To each of hercompanions she has given 
a charge, not to mind the sneers of the world, 
which she tells them they must expect to 
meet with, if they will not follow its follies; 
‘but,’ she says, * try to secure that friend who 
will never leave you nor forsake you.” _ 

“J wish you-had seen her the other night, 
as she sat- up in bed, when I gave her some 
wine and biscuit; with what an animated 
smile she held up the glass, and repeated 
these words : 


¢¢ The Lord is only my support, 
And He that doth me feed; 

How can I then lack any thing 
Of which 1 stand in need’ 


Adding—* Help me, help me, my aunt, to be 
thankful? I think I told you lier reply one 
night, on my asking her if she wanted any 
thing before 1 went to bed—‘ nothing, no- 
thing—but more love to God.’ 


“I often hear her repeating to herselfin 
bed, 


** Leave, ol leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me.” 


“Now that her memory begins to fail, she 
will sometimes call me to her bedside, and 
say—‘ Help me to recollect such, or such a 
passage, or verse, especially this, 


« All my trust on Thee is staid, 
All my help from Thee 1 bring ; 
Cover this defenceless head 
With the shadow of thy wing.” 


‘‘ And then with the sweetest smile she 
will say—* That, my dear aunt, is a// 1 want; 
now goto bed.’ 


Dec. 3Sist. 

“This day my dear niece has noticed much 
her deafness, and loss of memory. How very 
sweetly she speaks of these defects—*‘ See, 
how 1 am stealing away from this world! By 
what gentle degrees 1 am losing every thing! 
But, however dexd I may become toall around 
Jne, whilst-tife remains may 1 be alive to God. 
indeed, though I have been so heavy to-day, 
lhave been enabled to pray, and O what a 
mercy is that ! Till my last moment | will not 
cease to pray to my God—1 will knock on? 

“When E went Jast night to her bedside, 
sh: said—* I thought I had not been asleep, 
but Lam mistaken! must have slept; for I 
was thinking of my Saviour’s sufferings, and, 
I know net how, 1 lost the subject. I was 
thinking of all he had suffered for me, and 
low very thoughtless I have been, 1.think I 
have helped to strike the thorns into his tem. 
ples, and the nails into his feet! Yet with 
what mercy he strengthens me now! How 
fently he draws me to him! And then to 
think of his interceding for me in heaven! 
He holds. out his hands to help me to him. 
O, my dear aunt, £ love him, but not half 
enough, 


“She wished to receive the sacrament on 


. my patience: but if l was to get well agai: 
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her birth-day, because it would be the end of 
the happiest year of her life. 

© On being enabled to write a letter,* which 
she was anxious. to. send away, she said—* I 
prayed to be enabled to do this, because I 
thought it a duty, and see how my God has 
answered my prayers. What a rock he isto 
me.” 


January 1, 1803. 

‘I have just passed a happy half hour in 
listening to my dear Catherine, white I kicet- 
ed by her bed, to rub her limbs, in which she 
had much pain. On my pitying her, she an- 
swered, ‘O let me not complain, whilst I am 
able to think and pray, and repeat my sweet 
hymns. How often have these employments 
shortened my sleepless nights ! How many on 
their death-beds can neither pray nor think !— 
One more metcy I have to ask; that 1 may, 
with my.last ‘breath, be able to praise my 
God! I feel his love to me more and more. 
iam sure Ishall be happy. O my aunt, what 
mercy! that, just when I was of age te enter 
into life, he laid his hand upon me! Yet see 
with what gentleness he touches me! But the 
thing is, that even when! was such a thought- 
less creature, that I saw not how I was pierc- 
ing him with my sins, he was interceding for 
me with God. What a blessing that I am 
lying here! People that hear of me will say, 
‘Poor thing! she is very ill—she is very 
weak—but so patient,’ for they will think itis | 
they would teize and ridicule me for trying to 
live to God; and I do not know what such a 
poor fickle heart as mine might do.’ 

January 13th. 

** For some days past she has not been able 
to utter many Words at once, nor could she be 
left alone after dinner, as usual. By one 
o’clock, great weariness, and extreme uneasi- 
ness of body come on, with such confusion of 
head, that she cannot bear me to read-to her 
in the softest manner. She speaks of this 
with regret, and says, * My time of prayer is 
almost done, but my God knows my heart. 1 
can appeal to him, that all my desire. is. to 
love him, and pray to him, whilst I have my 
memory left. 1 beg that, if there is any thing 
lurking in my heart that would oppose his 


will, he would tear it away; for my desire is 
to be wholly his’ 


January 24th, 

“ This evening, after a most weary day, she 
asked me what the doctor thought of her. 1° 
said, my love, he thinks you will not linger 
long. She caught at the word linger as if it 
implied suffering, and replied, ‘Do not, my 
dear aunt, let us call-it dingering—it is all 
mercy, lam mercifully dealt with; but, in- 
deed, I do wish to be gone. O that 1 was 
more fit! But Iam not patientenough. Iam 
very wrong in this wish: I should be more 
patient. The Lord’s time must be best for 
me ! | 


January 26th, 
*‘] read to her to-day the 8th and 9th verses 





* A copy of which will be subjoined te 
this account. | 
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of the 7th chapter of Micah: When TJ sit in 
darkness, the Lord shall hea light unto me. 

She observed, that passage particularly 
suited her. I said, *I hope, my love, you do 
not sit in darkness? She replied, ‘In one 
sense I may say I do; but then the Lord is 
a light unto me. You do not find me, for 
some nights past, rejoicing that I have been 
able to pray and think upon God, and have 
passed the hours sweetly though 1 have not 
slept. My recollection is almost gone. Be- 
fore I can repeat one verse of a hymin, or say 
one prayer, my thoughts wander, and J lose 
myself—-so I may say, Z sit ia daréness.. But 
then the Lord is a light unto me, for he keeps 
my mind in perfect peace. And though Iam 
often tempted with very evil thoughts, yet I 
am kept from the power of the temptation. 1 
rest upon God’s word. He knows my weak- 
ness, and he knows my heart. © Its desires are 
wholly his. l have given myself to him, to do 
with me as he pleases. Hts mercy to me is 
very great; I know he has one hand for jus- 
tice, as well as ene for mercy ; but Christ has 
died for sinners. EI am one, and he knows | 
have given myself to him. The blood of Christ 
cleanses from ad/ sin. I am his.—He com- 
forts and supports me, and keeps my mind in 
perfect peace.” 


January 27th. 

_ My dear Catherine has been observing to 
to me, that she was not able tu read her Bible 
to-day as usual. ‘ Yet (said she) I did enjoy 
some time alone, and when f began my prayer 
it was sweet to me, and I was much comfort- 
ed; but before I had done, I grew weary and 
cold, and quite lost myselfi—But my dear Re- 
deemer does not present my cold prayers as I 
present them to him,’ 


January 31st. 

«On my trying to soothe and comfort my 
dear niece this morning, when she was very ill, 
she said, * My comfort must come from hea- 
ven. Lam very ill ; but I say it not to complain. 
1 must not expectto slip away without pain or 
suffering. 1am mercifully dealt with, and I 
trust and pray it may be soto the last; and 
that in my God’s good time I shall be happy. 
I trust my sins are all washed away in my Re. 
deemer’s blood, and i shail stand in his righ- 
teousness. O, my auft, what it isto have a 
Saviour !? 


February 14th. 

«From the day on which I last wrote to 
you, my dear Catherine never had on her 
clothes. She grew too weak to speak much, 
but her sweet affectionate smiles, her happy, 
placid countenance, spoke comfort to my heart 
whenever Isaw her. Her sufferings, at times, 
were extreme, but no murmur was heard from 
her. Her patience never failed—her comfor- 
table hope—her sense of mercy. Her delight 
in thankfulness and praise, when she was able 
to express it, seemed to increase with her in- 
creasing. sufferings. 

‘© On the morning of the 8th, after having 
been very ill through the night, she desired to 


4 


[ June, 


see the Rev. Mr. F. - Before he came she feil 
asleep. When she awoke, and saw him sit. 
ting by her bed, she smiled, and made signs 
to him to pray; and looking at him with ear. 
nestness, said, ‘ Patience.” He understood her 
meaning ; and: while he prayed for support in 
her approaching conflict, she again fell asleep, 
When she.awoke, she desired to be taken out 
of bed. She was lifted to the fire-side in . 
chair,‘and then her struggle for breath be. 
came violent. I said to her, ‘ My Catherine, 
your sufferings are nearly over ; ina very little 
time you will be in heaven.” She looked at me 
anxiously for about a minute, and then gaiq 
with great hesitation, ‘1 doubt—I1 doubt | 
doubt—I shall not go to heaven” 1 replied, 
‘My darling, put away that thought: that 
doubt is none of your’s. Have nothing to do 
withit. Keep fast hold where you have hith. 
erto been so mercifully supported,’ 

* Whilst I spake, she leaned back against 
the servant who stood behind her. I could not 
distingush her words ; but her lips, her hands, 
and her eyes, which were lifted up, shewed 
she was engaged in prayer. In an inatant, 
the sweetest smile was spread over her face, 
it was not a transient smile, which might pro. 
ceed from an involuntary motion of the mus. 
cles; it was a bright increasing smile, a beam 
from heaven, which illumined her whole 
countenance, and continued, till all who were 
in the room expressed their astonishment to 
one another, and asked each other if ever they 
had seen any thing like it. As for me, all 
fatigue, all fear, all sorrows vanished. 1 was 
sensible of nothing but delightful thankful- 
ness, to see the darling of my heart thus visi- 
bly rescued from the violent assaults of Satan. 
Presently the struggle for breath returned. | 
had been kneeling before her to support her, 
from the time she wastaken out of bed, She 
looked at mie, and said, ‘O, my aunt, | 
thought I was slipping sweetly away.’ Then 
fixing her eyes upon me for a few moments, 
she flung her arms around my neck, and, lay- 
ing her head upon my shoulder, almost in- 
Stantly expired.” 


Copy of the letter written to her brother, mer 
tioned tn the preceding page. 


‘* My dear Thomas, 

*“Tihank you for your kind letter. You 
think this illness is a great misery ; but, it- 
deed, it is to me one of the greatest blessings. 
For, do you not think it both a blessing and a" 
honour to be taken to heaven so early in life’ 
because | can then no more offend my great, 
and merciful, and long suffering God. For, 
my dear Tom, I can tell you a great truth, that 
he has been merciful to me, one of the great 
est sinners that is. I know what you will says 
—but you did not know my heart ; and what 
l say learnestly think: And then the great 
gentleness with which my God deals with me- 
I have yet hardly any pain, and that, my Tom, 
isa greatmercy. And though my illness h#s 
been long, yet as my God was leading me, h¢ 
also was shewing me a Saviour, a Redecmc!, 
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that was waiting to comfort and support me ; 
telling me he died for sinners, and that he will 
receive every one that believes on him ; and 
that those Who come to him he will not turn 
wr, brother, I have gone to him, and laic 
all my complaints before him ; and he,in great 
mercy, heard my prayers, and answered them, 
So trust yourself, my Tom, on him, and: be- 
lieve, and love him more and more. Pray for 
more faith; and though you think you are 
not heard, yet still pray on, and never cease. 

‘| will send you a book,* which 1 beg you 
will read over and over again for my sake. 
Do not, my dear ‘Tom, look for my recovery ; 
but be resigned to the will of God. 

«‘ Give my love to my uncles and aunts, and 
may God blessthem and you,my dear brother. 
So prays, 

« Your affectionate sister, 
“CATH. Y.” 





Dec. 7, 1803, died Mrs. Rogers, aged 39 
years, wife of the Rev. Thomas Rogers, of 
Wakefield. She bore a heavy affliction with 
great fortitude and christian resignation. ‘The 
complaint attacked her in the beginning of 
October, and it was apprehended, from its 
very commencement,that it would prove fatal : 
but this did not alarm her. When she was 
told of her situation, she said, “It is of the 
Lord, let him do what seemeth him good. I 
have been favoured with an unusual share of 
domestic happiness; and have enjoyed every 
religious advantage, both public and private, 
that could inform the mind, and renew the 
heart. Ihave long admired the beauty and 
excellence of gospel truths, and frequently 
experienced their power, and rejoiced in the 
comfort ofthem. It is now my whole desire 
and earnest prayer, that my reconciled Father 
in Christ would give me a more enlarged ac- 
guaintance with them, that I may be more 
sensible than ever of my own unworthiness, 
and rely more unfeignedly on the suitableness 
and sufficiency of my Redeemer, through 
whom alone, I look for real and lasting conso- 
lation. He has been very dear'to my soul for 
months and years past: and 1 am persuaded 
that his ability, and f would hope, his love, are 
stillthe same. Indeed I cannot doubt it, since 
Thave the united testimony of his own word, 
and the comfortable experience of his divine 


‘memes 


* Doddridge’s Rise and Progress, &c. 
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presence.” Her bodily strength gradually de- 
creased; but tlhe powers of her mind seemed 
daily to acquire renewed strength. Having 
been aloving parent, and a most affectionate 
wife, she often expressed her regard and con- 
ceru for her family in affecting language : and 
it was her frequent and fervent prayer, that 
the Lord would give them his special grace, 
to enable them so to pass through things tem- 
pofal, as finally, not to. lose the things that 
are eternal, On Sunday, Dec. 4,she was ex- 
tremely ill all the day, but felt a greater de- 
gree of devotedness to God, and had more 
lively and interesting views of the excellence 
of the divine covenant. in favour of sinners, 
than she had ever before experienced. About 
seven o’ciock that evening,being a little reliev- 
ed from pain, she desired to see her dear.chil- 
dren, in order, once more, to impress upon 


their minds the great importance of religion, 


the vanity of the world, and the awfulness of 
death. The eldest was seventeen years of 
age. She took them to her arms separately, 
and addressed them with that firmness, pro- 
priety, and spiritual energy, which nothing 
but a deep sense of the value of their immor- 
tal souls, and. an undoubted assurance of the 
truth of her religious principles, could inspire. 
This wasn aflecting scene. And whilst those 
who were present were bathed in tears, she 
was possessed of that serenity and compost 
of mind, which enabled her to improve the 
moment to the edification of all that Wer 

about her, The impressions that were made 
upon the minds of those who attended her on 
this occasion, were such as, it is hoped, will 
never be erased. On the Monday she was 
considerably weaker, but feeling alive to her 
situation, and to her unspeakable obligations 
to the grace of God. On Tuesday she kept 
her bed the whole of the day, which was the 
only time she had done so during her 
affliction. She felt her dissolution approach- 
ing, and seemed so devoted to God, and re- 
signed to his will, as not to have a wish of her 
own, except that she might glorify him more 
by her death than she had ever done in her 
life. On Wednesday morning, about half past 
eight o’clock, her Redeemer received her into 
his rest. She has left a most affectionate hus- 
band, and six amiable children, to lament the 
loss of her society, her care, and tender re. 
gard: but to rejoice in the thought, that she 


is now numbered with the saints in glory 
everlasting. 







ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We cannot think that S. has read Dr. Gleig’s Sermons with care.—A Villager’s Inquiry wiil 
be considered and answered.—S. R.’s paper is left at the Publisher’s—Chronides ; Haud In- 
sons; Memor; Festina Lente; Viator; W. H,; KE. H.; C.L; S. P.; and A sober Reli- 
ta sai will find a place.—-A Scotch Clergyman ; R.K. S. and W. H. have likewise come to 


vand.— We never in 
them genuine, 


sers characters of deceased persons without good ground for believing 
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